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CONCORDIA COLLEGE

Bronxville, NY 

Fall 2002

I.  Department and Course Number REL 234 – The Christian Faith
II.  Catalog Description

A systemized study of the chief teachings of the Christian faith as these are presented in the Holy scriptures and confessed in the Lutheran church.  

III.  Credit Hours:  3

IV  Course Objectives

It is the goal of this course that the student:

A. recognize the nature of the human being both as a creature of God and as a sinner in need of salvation; 

B. understand the work of the Triune God who effected humanity's salvation through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and who revealed that salvation in the heart of the Christian through the work of the Holy Spirit; 

C. realize the centrality of the Gospel in the Holy Scriptures, and the Gospel's power to create trust in God's mercy and love for Him and all humanity; 

D. appreciate the church and its ministry in functioning to proclaim the Gospel to the community of believers and to the world;

E. treasure the sacraments as God's way of initiating and nurturing faith;

F. understand the nature of the Christian hope concerning the final events of human history and life eternal thereafter.

V.    Behavioral Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· explain the differences between general and special revelation;

· describe the relationship between revelation, Scriptures and the Gospel;

· apply the functions of the law to a human being as a sinner; 

· define grace and faith as they relate to the atoning work of God through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; 

· compare justification and sanctification; 

· describe the nature of the church, its characteristics, pattern for organization, and its ministry;

· show how sacraments are valid in themselves and beneficial for Christians;

· compare the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper in their power to create, and nurture faith;

· explain the Christian teaching concerning the end of an individual's life and the final events of world history;

· describe how the judgement of God results in the eternal destiny of the individual.

VI.    Required Course Texts

Hoerber, Robert, Horace Hummel, Walter Roehrs, and Dean Wenthe, eds. The Concordia Self Study Bible: New International Version. St. Louis: Concordia, 1986. (Preferred, but other study Bibles are acceptable.)

Kolb, Robert. The Christian Faith. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1993.

Recommended Reading

Das, A. Andrew. Baptized into God's Family. Milwaukee: Northwestern, 1991.

Koehler, Edward W. A. A Summary of Christian Doctrine. St. Louis: Concordia, 1952.

Leuker, Erwin, ed. Lutheran Cyclopedia. St. Louis: Concordia, 1953.

Marty, Martin E. Baptism. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1962.

________. The Lord’s Supper. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1980.

Preus, Herman A. A Theology to Live By. St. Louis: Concordia, 1977.

Sasse, Herman. This is My Body. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1959.

_______. We Confess Anthology. Trans. Norman Nagel. St. Louis: Concordia, 1985.

Walther, C. F. W. The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel. Trans. W. H. T. Dau. St. Louis: Concordia, 1928.

Reports of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations of the Lutheran Church-- Missouri Synod. (Available on line or through CPH.)

VII.   Attendance Policy

Since we only have three class sessions, your attendance is extremely important. If an emergency arises and you cannot attend class, please let the instructor know. We will try to have the class video taped so that you can watch it before the next session.

VIII. Papers

There will be three short papers required for this class. The papers will be at least 750 words in length.

The first paper will be a devotion for opening a church council meeting, the second a Bible study on a topic of your choice, the last will be an essay on a doctrinal topic of your choosing.

I prefer it if you can send the papers to me as an e-mail attachment. Please send it in Microsoft Word or AppleWorks format. I don’t have WordPerfect.

Papers should be double spaced using Arial or New Times Roman font, no more than 12 point. Margins should be set at 1”. Your name and topic should be centered at the top of the first page. Hand written papers are not acceptable.

Rubrics for grading these papers will be handed out.

Due Dates: The first two papers, quizzes, and reading guides are due at the last class. (f  you have it ready earlier, you can mail it earlier.) The last paper, quiz, and reading guide are due on November 20. Late papers, quizzes, etc. will be given a 10% late penalty.
Suggested topics:

Devotional topics

Diversity in creation

The majesty and mystery of creation

Rejoice: God created you!

God made you good!

God is taking care of you 

Bible Study topics

Creation vs. Evolution

How can I know God exists?

What is God like?

How can I have a personal relationship with God?

How does God take care of me?

An overview of another religion from the Christian perspective

Why does a loving God permit evil?

Angels

Designer Babies: the ethics of cloning

IX.    Grading Procedure

The grades will be based on:

3 papers @ 100 points each
300 points

3 Quizzes @ 33 points each
100 points

Reading guides
50 points

Class participation
50 points

500 points total


The following scale will be used:

500-450 points (100-90%)
A

449-425 points (89-85%) 
B+

424-400 points (84-80%)
B

399-375 points (79-75%)
C+

374-350 points (74-70%)
C

349-300 points (69-60%)
D

299-000 points 59%-
F

X. Contacting the instructor

Dr. Jim Butler

Trinity Lutheran Church


400 Wilbraham Road

Springfield, MA 01109

Office: (413) 783-9112

Home: (413)782-6032

E-mail: pastor@trinitylutheranspringfield.org

XI. Course Outline

INTRODUCTION

· Reading:  Kolb, pp. 7-86 + Bible passages listed below.

A. Getting to know you

B. The world in which we all live today

1. Paradox of material abundance and spiritual hunger 

2. A new (missionary) time for the church

3. The quest for HELP, HOME, and HOPE on the part of people in and outside the church   

C. Looking at Christianity with “Lutheran” eyes

1. Justification (Augsburg Confession IV):  the article on which the church stands or falls

2. Martin Luther’s “theology of the cross”  vs. the “theology of glory”

UNIT I

The Christian Faith in the God of All Grace Who Wants to HELP Us

A. Some key terminology that implies relationship as well as content 

1. Grace
Ephesians 2:8-10

2. Faith

3. Doctrine

B. God HELPS us know who he is (Divine Revelation)

1. Natural revelation:  Nature, history, conscience

2. Specific revelation of God as a Triune Being 
 Matthew 3:13-17

3. Jesus Christ as Word of God 
John 1:1-14,  Hebrews 1:1-4

4.   Contemporary denials of Jesus as God’s Son

C. God the Creator’s HELPING hand

1. The grace of God reflected in the world’s creation: 
Genesis 1 and 2

2. Humankind’s creation in God’s “image”
Genesis 1:26-29

3. Divine providence 
Matthew 6:25-34

a. Human communities: family, church, neighborhood, nation

b. Miracles

c. Angels

4. Our “response-abilities” as God’s creatures

a. Stewardship 

b. Servanthood

5. What faith in God as our Creator must reject

a. New-age pantheism

b. Gnosticism (old and new)

c. Evolutionary dogma

d. Materialism and Individualism

6. Keeping faith in the midst of suffering
Job 1-3, 42

a. Forms of human suffering

b. Why do people suffer?

c. God’s grace and suffering 

D. 
God’s clearest commitment to HELP us

1. Christ’s “cradle” (Incarnation)
 Philippians 2:5-11

2. Christ’s “cross” (Death)    
Romans 8:31-39

3. Christ’s “crypt” (Resurrection)

UNIT II

The Christian Life: At HOME With God and One Another

· Reading: Kolb, pp. 87-195 + Bible passages
A. Sin as the universal human experience of alienation

1. Sin separates us from God.

a.  The story of the Fall 
Genesis 3

b.  Original sin:  “falling upward”

c.  The sin against the Holy Spirit

2. Sin separates us from the person God intends us to be.

a. Sins of omission and commission

b. Occasional and habitual sins

3. Sin separates us from each other

a. Communal and institutionalized sins

b. Prejudice

c. Divorce

4. Sins disrupts the whole created order

a. Pangs of childbirth and disease

b. Environmental evidence

5. Sin and death  
Romans 6:23

a. temporal forms of death

b. eternal death 

B. The Law as a way back HOME

1. The grace of God’s Law

a.  The gifts of God’s commandments  
Exodus 20:1-17

b.  The civil and political functions of the Law

2. The curse of God’s Law

a. The mirror that keeps revealing our sinfulness and our sins

b. The great deception the Law creates

c. Controversy over the Law’s “third use”

C. The Gospel as the way back HOME

1. Jesus Christ as the Agent of restoration

a. Christ’s biblical names and titles

b. Christ’s divinity and humanity

      2.  Christ’s mission of reconciliation 
2Corinthian 5:16-21


Ephesians 2:11-22

a. As Revealer (Prophet)             
Colossians 1:9-23 

b. As Substitute (Priest)

c. As Victor (King)

      3.  The AT-ONE-MENT Jesus Christ achieved (theories)

a. Christus Victor:  Luke, Irenaeus, Aulen

b. Vicarious Satisfaction:  John, Anselm

c. Joyous Exchange:  Paul, Luther    

D. The HOMECOMING in the Lutheran perspective:  Justification

1. Christ alone
 Romans 3:21-31


Romans 5:1-11

a. Sola gratia 
Galatians 3

b.  Sola fide

c.  Sola scriptura

2. Justification: forensic announcement or re-creative act?

3. Election: gospel or law?

4. The justified life:  simul justus et peccator 
Romans 7

5. The freedom of the Christian to come home to one’s neighbors

E. The Holy Spirit as Facilitator of our HOMECOMING

1. The Holy Spirit’s role in calling us to faith

2. Points of controversy (old and new)

a. Pelagianism, Semi-Pelagianism, Synergism

b. “Decision” theology

3. The Holy Spirit brings us home to one another

a. Sanctification 
1 Corinthians 12-14

b. Gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit      
Galatians 5

4. The Holy Spirit’s “welcome wagon”

a. The means of grace: written, oral, sacramental

b. The Bible as the inspired Word of God   

Unit III

The Christian HOPE From Now to the End of Time

· Reading: Kolb, pp. 196-298 + Bible passages
A. Christ’s resurrection: the source of our HOPE

1.  Jesus lives and is present among us today
John 20

2. New life is the promise of the risen Lord

3.   Christ’s resurrection foreshadows the future 
1 Corinthians 15 

B. HOPE as the basis for the Christian life of obedience

1. A “little Christ” every day

a. motivations

b. structures

2. The “cruciform” lifestyle   
Matthew 16:13-28

3. Prayer and ministries of prayer        

4. Mutual conversation and consolation

5. Witnessing

C.  The HOPE connections Christ gives us

1. The Bible  
2 Timothy 3:14-17

a.  Its purpose 

b.  Its normative function      

c.  Its interpretation (Law and Gospel)

d.  Its power 

2. Baptism    
Romans 6:1-14

a. Christ’s resurrection (and death) re-enacted within us

b. The grace of Baptism

c. Family point of entrance

d. Lutheran doctrine and practices

3. Holy Communion   
1 Corinthians 11:17-32

a. The Risen Christ’s “real presence” 

b. A dress rehearsal for the future

c. Soul food for the journey

d. Meal for the family

e. Lutheran doctrine and practices

4. Confession and Absolution

D.  The Church as the embodiment of HOPE

1. The divine origin and “marks” of the church  
Acts 2

      2.  The mission of the church             
Matthew 28:16-20

a. Proclamation (law and gospel) 
Romans 10:14-17

b. Living what we preach (justice and compassion) 

      3.  The ministry of the church             
Colossians 3:1-17


Matthew 18:15-20

a. Worship

b. Caring, edification, discipline      

4.  The church’s human nature

a. Forms of government

b. Denominations

c. Ecumenism

5.  The priesthood of all believers and the public ministry 
I Peter 2 


Ephesians 4:1-16

E. The HOPEFUL future that awaits us

1.   Christ’s parousia and the end time  
Mark 13

a. Signs of its coming

b. Preparation for it 

2.  Millennial speculation 
Revelation 20


 1 Thessalonians 4

a. The rapture

b. The tribulation

c. The thousand year reign of Christ

3.  The Day of Judgement  
Matthew 25:31-46

4.  The resurrection of the body 

a. Where are the dead?

b. What kind of body will we have when resurrected?

 5.  The life everlasting
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