Do You Know Where Are You Going?

Jim Butler

Topic: Bible study; God’s Word

Props: A table for the kiosk. Maps of various kinds. Maps to Paradise City. One blank piece of paper (for person 2)

Characters: Map seller; Three lost people. 

Setting: A roadside kiosk. The Seller is standing behind the table.

Seller: (Calling out) Maps! Maps for free! You can have the area at your fingertips! Come one, come all! Grab a map! (Person one enters in looking bewildered.) Can I help you?

1: I don’t know, maybe you can. You see,  I’m lost. I’m not sure where I’m going.

Seller: Well, in that case, you’ve come to the right place! I’ve got maps of all kinds of places (points to maps and holds them up as he/she goes through them) the city you are in, the state, even the whole country! Now, tell me where you want to go and we’ll look for the right map to get you there.

1: I’m going to Paradise City. I know its somewhere around here, but I’m not sure where.

Seller: I know the place well. I’ve got just the map to get you here. (opens map and begins showing directions) Now, all you need to do is. . .

1: (Interrupts rudely) Wait a minute! Why do I need your map? There are lots of maps out there. I saw other people selling maps just down the street. Can’t they tell me how to get to Paradise City?

Seller: There are lots of other maps, I’ll agree with you there. But as to how accurate any of those maps are, that’s another question. All maps aren’t the same. Some of them come with the wrong instructions. If you aren’t careful, you’ll be more lost than you are now.

1: (Incredulous) I can’t believe it! You honestly think you’re map is better than anyone else’s? You think you’ve got the only map that will get me where I want to go! That’s just sick! I think all maps are the same and that they’ll lead me to the same place. I’m going to find another map that I like better than yours!

Seller: Well, if you want. I can’t stop you. Good day. (Person 1 exits. Seller calls out.) Maps! I got your maps right here! Maps so free I’m giving them away! (Person 2 comes in, looking at a blank piece of paper.) Howdy! Where are you going?

2: I’m heading out to Paradise City. I’ve heard its around here someplace.

Seller: Well, you’ve still got a ways to go and the way is a little narrow. But I can help you.

2: You can?

Seller: Sure can! I’ve got just the map for you. (Holds up map) It will take you right to Paradise City with no trouble at all.

2: Oh, I don’t need a map. I’ve already got one.

Seller: You do? Then what are you doing walking around here for?

2: Sure do. (Holds paper. Its blank.) 

Seller: Well, now I know why your lost. That’s a blank piece of paper!

2: I know that! It’s my map! I’m making it up myself as I go along!

Seller: Why are you doing that? You’ll never get to Paradise City by making y our own way!

2: I can too! All I have to do is be right more than I am wrong. With a little luck, I’ll find my way to Paradise City in no time.

Seller: I hate to tell you this, but it doesn’t work that way. If you’re going in the wrong direction, you’re going to keep going in the wrong direction. You can’t ever be “right enough” to get to Paradise City. What you need is a map that will get you there. I’ve got the map for you right here. And its free!

2: (Thinks about it for a moment.) No. That sounds good, but I think I’ll keep trying to find it on my own. I know its got to be around here somewhere.

Seller: I don’t like to tell you this, but you can’t get there from here. At least not the way you’re going! (Person 2 leaves. Seller cries out again.) Maps! Maps right here! State, county, city, country! Get you anywhere you want to go! Free maps! (person 3 enters, sees map person and runs over)

3: (Happy with relief) I don’t believe it!

Seller: You don’t believe what?

3: (Excited) You’ve got maps!

Seller: Sure do. What do you need?

3: I’ve been wondering around here lost forever trying to find my way to Paradise City!

Seller: Really? Seems like an awful popular place today.

3: I guess; I really don’t know. I just know that I can’t find it anywhere! I tried the broad path with the huge gate, but I just got more lost than I was before! Then I remembered my mom telling me, “If you get lost, stop and ask for directions!” Then I saw your place.

Seller: I’ve got good news for you! I’ve got just the right map for you. (Holds up map) This will take you directly to Paradise City!

3: It will? You’re sure? I’ve tried using other maps to Paradise City but they were all wrong. I even tried getting there on my own, but I kept getting more lost.

Seller: I’m absolutely sure! In fact, this map was written by the founder of Paradise City himself! He wrote this map so that we would have the right directions to Paradise City and know what to expect as we travel there.

3: Really?

Seller: Yep! Believe me—the writer of this map knows the way to Paradise City. In fact, we even call him the Way!

3: No way!

Seller: Yes Way! And it gets even better. The writer of this map has promised to have a place all ready for everyone going in his Way. He will have a room waiting for you in Paradise City when you arrive!

3: Wow! This is too good to be true! I’ll take the map! (Takes it) How much do I owe you!

Seller: Not a thing. The author has already paid it all. You just trust in him and believe what the map tells you and he’ll make sure that you get to Paradise City.

3: This is great! But what about all the other lost people out there?

Seller: Well, here. (gives him some maps) Take these. When you find people who are lost, share the maps with them. Give them away. Let them all know that there is a way to Paradise City and you’ve found it.

3: Will do! Paradise City, here I come!
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