I'm Adopting a Baby!!

4 characters—can be male or female:

Adoptive parent and 3 "friends"

Prop—baby picture

+ + + + + +

Adoptive parent (looking at picture): Oh, I can't wait for next week! Just think, in seven days you are going to be my baby! We've wanted a child for so long—now we're going to have one! I can't wait!

Friend 1 (Coming in): What's new?

AP (excited): Oh, you mean you haven't heard? Oh my goodness! We're adopting a baby! Take a look! This is the picture of my little boy (girl). Isn't he/she just adorable? (makes other goofy "parent" sounds)

Friend 1: You're adopting a baby?

AP: Yep! You've got it.

Friend 1: Why are you going to do that?

AP: Do what?

Friend 1: Adopt it. It's not like it can do anything, can it?

AP: He's not an "it!" He's a him! It's a baby!

Friend 1: Yeah, so? Can it cook?

AP: No. In fact, I'm going to have to prepare food for him. I'll have to get his bottle warm and later on make baby food and use all those cute little dishes and the little baby spoons and…

Friend 1: It, him, what's the difference? Can it clean the house? You know, that house of yours is pretty bad mess most of the time.

AP: Of course not. He's a baby. I'll have to clean his room for awhile. When he's older, I'll have to show him how to keep his room clean and things like that. You know, now that you mention it, I'll have to work to keep the house cleaner than I have been in the past. Once he starts crawling and things he can't have a dirty floor.

Friend 1: Well, how about laundry? Can he do the laundry?

AP: Are you crazy? He's a little baby. He can't do the laundry. He's too small. But you know what, we're going to have more laundry. (silly "baby talk" parent voice) He'll wear those cute little onesies, and those little pants, and cute little shirts! 

Friend 1: You know what? You're really sick!

AP: On the other hand, there's all those diapers! I'll be honest, I'm sure  not looking forward to changing the diapers and washing them and stuff like that, but if that's what my baby needs, then that's what I'm going to do for him! 

Friend 1: OK. So he can't cook, he can't clean, and he can't do laundry. In fact, it sounds as if he's going to be even more work for you. Right?

AP: Yeah.

Friend 1: So why adopt him? It's not like he's going to do anything for you.

AP: What do you mean? You don't adopt someone because of what he can do for you! I'm not bringing him into my family because of what I need. I'm adopting him because of what he needs.

Friend 1: Because of what he needs?

AP: Yeah. He needs loving parents; we're going to be his mom and dad. He needs a family: aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters, grandparents all of it; we'll be his family. He needs toys and games and someone to play with; we'll give him all those things and more.

Friend 1: Well, it sounds to me like you're doing all the giving and he's doing all the getting. I hope he was cheap.

AP: Cheap? No way! We had to pay the adoption agency, have a home study done, and just wait around. We also had to hire a lawyer to take care of the paper work. It was all quite expensive. But he's my son—and he was worth any price.

Friend 1: You paid the price, you're giving him a home, you're making him part of the family—all out love, even though he can't contribute a thing?!

AP: Yeah, that's about right.

Friend 1: I was right earlier; you are crazy! (Exits)

AP: Some people, they just don't understand. (Looks at picture) But I sure can't wait to make you part of my family, no I can't. You're just going to be the best little boy…!

Friend 2: Hi ____________________! I hear congratulations are in order.

AP: They sure are!

Friend 2: So, can I see a picture of the new kid?

AP: Right here!

Friend 2 (puzzled): He's a baby.

AP: Well…yeah.

Friend 2: You're adopting a baby?

AP: Yes.

Friend 2: Oh. I thought he'd be older somehow. (shrugs) So, when's the big day?

AP: Next week. We'll be going to see the judge on Monday.

Friend 2: Hmmm. Sounds good, I guess. A baby, huh?

AP: Do you have a problem with me adopting a baby? Look, I just had someone else giving me a hard time about adopting this kid and I'm not going to put up with anyone else.

Friend 2: No, no. I think adopting the baby is great. Really. I just…why don't you wait?

AP: What do you mean, "wait"?

Friend 2: Well, I just thought you might want to wait until he's older before you adopt him, like seven or eight or something like that.

AP: Why would I want to wait before I adopt him?

Friend 2: Well, I thought that way he'd be able to understand what's going on. Right now, he's not going to have any idea of what's happening, he's just going to lie there. If you wait, then he'd be able to understand everything. If he's older, then he will be able to make a choice, he could decide for himself if he wants to be part of your family.

AP: Do you understand what adoption is all about?

Friend 2: What do you mean?

AP: I hate to tell you this, but kids don't have much choice in adoption. Kids don't choose the parents; the parents choose the kid. He's in my house, he will be my son, because I want him to be my son. It's not like he came up and knocked on my door and asked me to take him in. He's coming into my house because I love him, I chose him, and I paid the price. He doesn't have anything to do with this; I'm the prime mover here.

Friend 2: But shouldn't you wait until he's old enough to understand what's going on?

AP: Understand what? That he's my son? You know, as he grows up in my house with my rules and under my love, he'll understand what it means to be my son. He might not understand his adoption now, but he'll understand it as he gets older. You might say that he'll grow up in the knowledge his adoption. 

Friend 2: I never thought of it that way before. "Grow in the knowledge of his adoption." That's quite a concept. (Looks at watch) I've got an appointment I need to get to. Thanks for the chat! (exit)

AP (calling after): Sure! Any time! (To picture) Oh, look at you! I just can't wait! Less than a week and you're going to be mine. (Friend 3 enters) Oh, hi!

Friend 3: Hi yourself. Hey, I just saw __________________! He told me about the adoption next week. Congratulations!

AP: Thanks. I'm really excited about it.

Friend 3: Tell me, what happens when you adopt a kid?

AP: What do you mean?

Friend 3: I mean, is there some big ceremony that you have to go through, do you have to promise to be his parent for the rest of your life? You know, that kind of thing.

AP: No. It's kind of a quiet thing, really. You go to the courthouse and the clerk brings you into the judge's chambers. He signs some papers and then he's my son. Then I'll take the papers down to the clerk's office and they'll file for an amended birth certificate. He'll be given my name and become my son.

Friend 3: You're kidding me.

AP: No, I'm serious, why.

Friend 3: Do you mean to tell me that some piece of paper makes junior your son?

AP: I'm confused. What do you mean?

Friend 3: Look, the judge signs the paper, right? You file the paper, right? The paper says he your son, right? What I want to know is how a piece of paper can make him your son?

AP: Well, it's not the piece of paper that does it.

Friend 3: It isn't?

AP: Not really, no. You've got to have the paper. But the paper doesn't do anything. He's my son because the judge says he's my son. The power is in the judge's name and signature. Unless he signs the paper, it's just paper. But with his signature, it becomes an order of adoption and he's my son. And in the state of Massachusetts, once an adoption has been made final by the judge, it's final.

Friend 3: So the important thing is not the paper, it's the judge's name and authority?

AP: Right. The State has given the judge the authority to make the adoption real. When he puts his name on that piece of paper, he makes the adoption real. The moment his name and the paper come together with my son, he's really my son.

Friend 3: I never knew that. But tell me, are you going to have a party or something? I know a lot of people who get together with family and celebrate and stuff like that.

AP: Oh yeah. We're going to have a great time. I hope you'll be there. But we don't need all that. All the adoption really needs is paper and the judge's signature. The moment we have that, he's my son.

Friend 3: Wow. I never knew there could be such power in a person's name. 

AP: Well there is. And you know, now that I think about it, I'd like you to be there with us.

Friend 3: Me?

AP: Yeah, you. I think you'd enjoy it. C'mon. We'll talk more about it as we go. (both exit)

