Ask the Pastor

Pastor, What about gay marriage?

With the actions of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court forcing the recognition of gay marriage upon the people of the our Commonwealth, and with the actions of the Mayor of San Francisco in marrying gay and lesbian people, this question has been on the minds of many. What do we do?

There are two different aspects to answering this question. First, we have to ask “What does the Bible say?” For us, as God’s people, that is the prime issue. Our feelings, our thoughts, and our ideas are always subject to the Word of God. Second, we have to ask how do we respond to this issue in our greater society; that is, how do we take what God says and apply it in our world?

God’s Word is quite clear on the issue of homosexuality: God absolutely forbids it. Although many attempts have been made to explain away what God says, God’s Word is unequivocal on the issue: homosexuality is sinful.

God created us as male and female. He created the two sexes to be “suitable helpers” (Gen. 2:15) for one another. “Suitable helper” means a perfect compliment, that which fulfills. Our complimentary sexuality is God’s idea, God’s creation, and God’s plan.

Several Scripture passages affirm God’s plan for marriage. Jesus Himself affirmed that God created us male and female in the Garden and that the two are one flesh (Matt. 19:4-6). Marriage is a picture of the communion that exists between Christ Himself and His Bride today, the Church (Eph. 5:22-33 ). The one book of the Bible which truly celebrates the love of a man and woman in marriage is the Song of Solomon, which does so in understated erotic tones.

In contrast, the Bible consistently condemns homosexual activity. In the book of Leviticus, the Lord clearly condemns homosexual relationships among His people, “If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads” (Lev. 20:13). Some point out that this is part of the ceremonial law, which no longer has any impact on Christians (e.g. we do not have to keep kosher homes). This is true. But the context of Leviticus 20 also forbids incest and bestiality among other sexual sins. In order to argue that the passage on homosexuality does not apply, then you must also argue that the other passages no longer apply either.

Besides, unlike the kosher laws which are explicitly overturned in the New Testament in Acts 15 and Galatians, the prohibition on homosexuality is explicitly affirmed in Romans 1. There, Paul says that homosexual activity is a sign of our sin and of God’s judgment on the world (Romans 1:26-27). Indeed, “Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools,” says St. Paul (Rom. 1:22). Further, in 1 Corinthians 6, Paul lists several different groups that would not enter the kingdom of heaven, among them are the “homosexual offenders” (1 Cor. 6:10). This is an interesting word in Greek. It literally means “the men who have sex with other men.” There is no mistaking Paul’s meaning here.

Some argue that Paul did not understand that homosexual people have no choice and that committed homosexual relationships did not exist in his day. Neither is true. For Paul, choice was beside the point. The question was whether or not the action and the activity was sinful. Moreover, there is plenty of evidence that points out that committed homosexual relationships existed in the first century Roman empire but that didn’t matter to him either.

Before we look at how we respond, we should also look at a couple of other issues. First, in allowing gay marriage, the United States is doing something that has never been done before in the history of the world. No civilization on the face of the earth has ever allowed for people of the same sex to be married. That is a pretty radical change for us to make in a very short time. 

Second, if this change is made, it will completely redefine marriage—and that is its intent. In an article in the August 31, 2003 issue of The New York Times, entitled “Free to Marry, Canada’s Gays Say ‘Do I?’”, Mitchel Raphael, editor in chief of Fab, a popular gay magazine in Toronto states, "I'd be for marriage if I thought gay people would challenge and change the institution and not buy into the traditional meaning of `till death do us part' and monogamy forever.”
Finally, if the government sanctions same sex marriage, then there will be lawsuits to open up other types of arrangements, such as multiple partner relationships, for marriage. Already lawsuits arguing for polygamous marriages have been filed in Utah. After all, the basis for marriage, according to those who support gay marriage is “love and fidelity.” Who is the government to say how “love and fidelity” should be limited?

These are the issues involved. The big question is: where do we go from here? There are three easy ways to handle it. One is to ignore God’s Word on the matter or to try and explain it away. This is what the Episcopal Church did over the summer when they ordained Gene Robinson as bishop of New Hampshire and what several clergy do when they state they will celebrate gay marriages in their churches. 

Another easy reaction is to condemn those in homosexual relationships—and there is no lack of people claiming the name of Christ who do just that. Fred Phelps of Topeka, KS is a pastor of a congregation that proclaims “God hates gays.” 

It is also easy for us simply to try and approach this from a purely political perspective. There will be plenty of groups encouraging us to vote for this person based on his or her views of gay marriage and whether or not the country should adopt a Constitutional amendment prohibiting gay marriage. As Christian people, we should be involved in the political process and we should share our viewpoints publicly. The Christian worldview should be used in discussing issues of national importance. 

Unfortunately, neither of the first two is a biblical response and the third is an inadequate one. We cannot condone sin neither can we condemn sinners. There is no special place in Hell for gay and lesbian people. “All have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God,” says St. Paul (Rom. 3:23). “All” includes you and me. 

Further, the Church is not a political organization; we are the kingdom of God on earth. We need to remember who the Enemy is and it is not gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, and transgendered (GLBT) people. Satan is the enemy. As Paul reminds us, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (Eph. 6:12). It is not enough for us to outlaw behavior. The Church by the proclamation of Christ, is supposed to change lives.

Therefore, we need to approach this issue from the position of ministry: How do we bring the Gospel to GLBT people? That is the job of the Church: to proclaim the freedom and forgiveness that comes in Jesus and is available for all people. Right after Paul says that homosexual offenders (among others) will not inherit the kingdom of God, he continues, “and that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Cor. 6:11). The Gospel is the same for every person, gay or straight: Every person can find forgiveness and new life through Jesus Christ.

We need to approach this issue from a position of love and compassion. Many GLBT people are very lonely. They have often been rejected by their families and wonder where they can find acceptance. The Church offers unconditional acceptance for all those who are willing to repent and turn to Christ Jesus. We reach out with His hands and extend to them the touch of His grace.

These are dark days. The days we live in are closer to the Roman world of St. Paul than anything the Western Church has seen since the 4th century. We need to be in prayer asking the Lord to work through us so that we might shine His light in this world.
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