How We Deal With Diversities and Differences In Our Midst


[Note:  The following paper was prepared for the Meeting of the Council of Presidents with the Joint Seminary Faculties of the LCMS February 28-March 2, 2002. My assignment was not so much to address the issues of our present controversy (though I do touch on them) but to address instead how we are to deal with one another when there are diversities and differences among us.  It was quoted in the Reporter and in a news release on Synod’s Web Site. It also deals with issues pertinent in our midst.  That’s why I believe it is important that you have the whole paper to digest rather than just a couple of quotes.  My basic point is that we deal with differences and diversity by bringing them to each other as bothers and sisters under the Word of God, humbling ourselves under God’s might hand.  The bottom line is that our Synod will experience further division unless we have brotherly dialog under the Word of God at all levels of Synod regarding the issues we face.  I see no other choice.  I simply pray that my effort in this paper will be helpful to you in working with these things.  In Jesus!  + Herb Mueller.]

Fathers and Brothers in Christ!


You have asked me to bring together some thoughts from Scripture and our Confession regarding how we deal with diversities and differences in our midst.


I begin with my address to you.  You are my Fathers and Brothers in Christ.  You are my Fathers in Christ because you teach me more of Christ and His Gospel and His ways.  You are my brothers in Christ – first because we are all baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection and second, because we are brothers in Christ’s office.  We are called by God through His Church; ordained, that is put under orders by Christ through His bride, the Church.


More than that, we share the same confession of Christ.  We have all taken the same ordination vow, made the same promises and signed the same constitution.  These are the “covenants of love” we make with one another in the name of Christ.


No one has forced us, but we have made these promises because we are convinced of the truth of Scripture as the Word of God and we subscribe the Confessions because they are a faithful exposition of Scripture for the sake of the Gospel.


We are brothers in Christ.


“You are not to be called rabbi,” Jesus told His disciples, “for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers.”  (Matthew 23:8).  At another time, He said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  It shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be your servant…”  (Matthew 20:25-26).  St. Paul urges the church in Philippi, “let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the Gospel” (Philippians 1:27).  A little later, he writes to the same congregation, “complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…” (Philippians 2:2-5).  


Peter is writing to brother pastors when he says, “Likewise, you that are younger be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’” (1 Peter 5:5).  And finally, in the same letter in which Paul describes the church as the bride of Christ whom He loves and for whom He gave Himself up to make her holy and to cleanse her by the washing of water with the Word, Paul also, “as a prisoner for the Lord” begs us “to lead a life worthy of the calling to which [we] have been called, with all humility and meekness, with patience, bearing with each other in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  (Ephesians 4:1-3).  


Jesus Himself, as our High Priest, earnestly prays the Father for us, “Holy Father, keep them in thy name, which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as we are one,”  and “sanctify them in the truth, thy Word is truth” (John 17:11b, 17).


All of this of course has application to our relationships with other Christians – and we need to work through those issues, too – but you have given me a much narrower assignment today.


We are brothers in Christ and brothers in Christ’s office, sharing the same confession.  How do we deal with diversities and differences in our midst?

First I will describe three wrong approaches – each of which, particularly when pushed to the extreme, must be avoided.  Why?  Because we are brothers.

1) The first wrong approach is to ignore differences – in other words, to live in denial even when it is obvious we have contradictory perspectives on what the Word of God means.

2) The second wrong approach is to celebrate diversities of faith – to say, “isn’t it wonderful the diversity we have in the church.  You believe what you believe and I believe something else.  After all, shouldn’t there be many ways, and shouldn’t we still get along?”

3) Finally, it is also wrong to divide immediately because of differences – that is, to hold the opinion that as soon as we realize we do not think alike, we go separate ways.

Of course, I have couched each of these approaches in an extreme manner to demonstrate what happens when you take the portion of truth found in each one and push it too far.

1) For there are differences we can safely ignore.  After all God’s Word does not speak to every issue in the life of the church.  Our confessions call these issues adiaphora.  AC VII has this in view when it says: “It is not necessary for the true unity of the Christian church that uniform ceremonies, instituted by human beings, be observed every where.”  (Kolb/Wengert, p. 42)

2) And there is a diversity of gifts we are called to celebrate.  In many ways we are all different men with different gifts.  We remember the words of the apostle, “As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who utters oracles of God; whoever renders service, as one who renders it by the strength which God supplies; in order that in every thing God may be glorified through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:10-11).

3) And finally, there does come a time when division is necessary – a time when the enemies of the cross of Christ must be marked out and avoided (Philippians 3:18; Romans 16:17), a time when we must with tears tell someone they have departed from the Word of God and the Gospel.  For there is only one Gospel (Galatians 1:9), and the Word of God must be supreme among us.  There is a diversity of gifts, but God’s Word does not allow a diversity of doctrine or a deviation from sound practice.  But talk of division should not even be spoken until and unless it becomes absolutely necessary.

Allow me the opportunity to give brief examples to show how I believe we may have gone astray in each of these three areas:

1) In our communion practice across the Synod, we do have contradictory perspectives on what the Word of God requires for faithful practice of who should be communed.  We haven’t completely ignored this issue, but we have too long allowed it to go unresolved among us – thus confusing our lay people and increasing the tension among us.  

2) In some congregations of the Synod, the pastors have moved away from the historic liturgy in favor of what is called contemporary worship.  I have no quarrel with a diversity of worship practices or Biblical worship forms, since human ceremonies do not have to be uniform.  But if any worship form subverts or marginalizes Jesus and His cross, we are no longer describing healthy diversity.

3) And with respect to the divisions within Synod, the case is made by some that we have for a long time been divided, that we are no longer united by our confession, but that the only thing that holds us together is the pension plan.  In respect to our present controversies, some are asking whether or not now is the time to divide.  “The various sides have staked out their positions – none of them will give, so we may as well recognize it and be done with it.”

I submit, NO.  In fact, I pray fervently – Lord preserve us from such a fate.

What then are we called to do?  We have differences we ought not ignore, diversities we cannot celebrate and divisions we must not allow to stand.

I believe the answer is at one and the same time simple, yet also impossible for us – apart from Christ and His Spirit.

The simple fact is, we are called to deal with each other as brothers, brothers in Christ and brothers in office.  Brothers who live by and live under the same Word of God.  Brothers with one teacher, one master, one confession, one Lord.

And WHEN we must deal with diversity and differences among us, we must do so as brothers.  This is not an option, not an opportunity.  This is the only way – for Christ has made us brothers.  

Now let’s review some specifics of what this means:

1) We must be careful how we speak of one another – because we are brothers in Christ.  We must be careful what we call one another because each of us is someone for whom Christ died. We must not call each other names or demonize those who are opposed to us. Even as we discuss differences, we must be careful to protect the reputation of a brother, because that’s what he is – a brother.  

2) We are mutually accountable to one another and are called to live as brothers in a relationship of trust under the Word of God.  When we hear something about a brother, we are called to “put the best construction on everything.” We are not to spread rumors but when we have a question about someone, we are to go to the brother and speak with him privately.  This also means that when a brother approaches us with a concern about something we have done or said, we do not ignore or belittle him because “we know we are right.”  Instead we go together to the Word of God to examine the issue and find our answer.  We must all recognize that just because we have God in mind when we are taking a course of action does not mean that we are right.  We realize instead that we need one another to help us remain faithful to the Word.

3) When one of us develops an idea that may be different from what has been commonly accepted doctrine or practice, we do not simply go forward on our own, but we bring it to our brothers, remembering we are committed to the same confession and remembering how easy it is to develop blind spots.  We are not alone.  God has given us brothers.  And here it is disingenuous to go only to brothers we are sure will immediately agree with us. 

4) We are to be very careful about taking stands of conscience.  George Wollenburg, in an unpublished essay prepared for the Council of Presidents in 1975, writes, “It is therefore a most serious matter to say, ‘My conscience impels me to do this.’  A person who says this lightly or without the most agonizing searching of his own heart and the will of God as it is expressed in Holy Scripture is guilty of blasphemy in the most serious meaning of that word.  By such a statement he is also seeking to persuade others to agree with him for he seeks to instruct their consciences as well as his own.  To appeal to conscience can only mean that it is out of the fear of God’s judgment and out of terror before God that one acts in order that there might not be uncertainty and doubt about salvation.”  (George Wollenburg, 1975 unpublished essay, p. 4)

5) When we do believe a brother has given offense, we are called to go to that brother with the purpose of working to win him back, to be reconciled to him.  In just a little bit of light heartedness, I like to call this the “You Go Principle.”  Compare with me Matthew 18 and Matthew 5.

In Matthew 18 we read, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.  If he listens to you, you have gained your brother”  (Matthew 18:15).  And the implication is, keep on going until you are reconciled or until it is abundantly clear that you cannot resolve it without help from others to discuss the issues in good faith.

And if you recognize that you are the one who has given offense, Jesus in Matthew 5 instructs, “If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift”  (Matthew 5:23-24).  Why?  Because you have a brother with whom you need to be reconciled.

There are a couple of things I want you to notice about these two Scriptures.  What does the Lord tell you?  How do you treat a brother with whom you have a difference or who has given offense?  YOU GO!  In Matthew 5 you are the offender – so you go to be reconciled to your brother.  In Matthew 18, he has sinned against you.  No matter.  YOU GO!  Why?  He’s your brother and you need to be reconciled to him.  You need to gain him back as a brother.


We could profitably spend further time here fully exegeting these passages and more, but in the interest of time, let me refer you to something I prepared several years ago together with a board of elders in a conflicted congregation (see my “Building Relationships in the Peace of Christ” – available upon request from the SID Office).


The basic point is very simple.  Whenever we deal with diversities and differences within our synodical fellowship – whatever the arena, whatever the relationship – we are called to treat each other as brothers, men who have one Lord and master – Jesus.  

You have read, I presume, the excellent guidance provided in the Peacemaker materials:

1) Glorify God

2) Get the log out of your own eye

3) Go and show your brother his fault

4) Go and be reconciled.


Now some may ask at this point whether the steps of Matthew 18 actually apply in the case of a doctrinal offense, particularly a public one.  When it comes to doctrine, don’t we have the obligation to point out error and speak the truth?  Of course, we do.  But do you read anything in Jesus’ words in Matthew 18 or Matthew 5 that excuses us from going first to the brother when the difference is public doctrine?  No.  Love demands it – both our love for the truth and our love for the brother.  When you become aware of a problem – you go!


I understand here that our confession on the basis of Scripture makes a distinction between public and private offense.  We all know the reference in the Large Catechism: “Where the sin is so public that the judge and everyone else are aware of it, you can without sin shun and avoid those who have brought disgrace upon themselves, and you may also testify publicly against them.  For when something is exposed to the light of day, there can be no question of slander or injustice or false witness.  For example, we now censure the pope and his teaching, which is publicly set forth in books and shouted throughout the world.  Where the sin is public, appropriate public punishment should follow so that everyone may know how to guard against it” (LC VIII, Kolb/Wengert, p. 424). 

In his Pastoral Theology, John H.C. Fritz also uses the example of Paul confronting Peter before the whole group because Peter had given public offense to the Gospel (Galatians 2).  So yes, there are times when that must be done, particularly when the Gospel is clearly at stake.

However, my brothers, I fear we too often have rushed to bring an offense to further public notice among us, when what would have been more helpful should have been further brotherly discussion under the Word of God instead.  Listen carefully to the Lord’s apostle, “Brothers, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.  Look to yourself, lest you too be tempted” (Galatians 6:1).  

There are several things to note in this Scripture:  

1) It refers to “any trespass.”  I hear no distinction between doctrine or life, public or private.

2) Go to each other in a spirit of gentleness, not pride.  

3) Watch out, because the devil has a trap laid for you, too.

Again I fear, my brothers, that too often we have come to each other in a spirit of pride, not gentleness.  We want to stake out the rightness of our own position rather than win our brother back.  We want to defend ourselves rather than do what is good for the whole body.

JHC Fritz, who has much to say regarding dealing with public offense, also gives this fascinating caution: “The highest law, however, is under all circumstances the law of Christian charity (love).  If Christian charity therefore demands that a public offender be spoken to privately, it would be unjust at once to proceed against him publicly; for the purpose of church discipline is to bring a sinner to a knowledge of his sins and to true repentance. By bringing the case at once to the attention of the congregation (although according to the letter of Matt. 18 we would have the right to do so), we might keep the sinner from confessing his guilt…”  (Fritz, Pastoral Theology, CPH, 1936, p. 237).  We have to be careful that before we bring public charges against someone that we have first exhausted all avenues to speak to the brother in love, as a brother.  

Let me put it another way.  Luther used the Pope as an example in LC TC VIII.  That should lead us to be extremely careful in how we invoke this passage of our confession to justify immediate public exposure or condemnation of the faults of fellow pastors in the Synod.  You see, within the Synod especially we are talking about BROTHERS, brothers by Baptism, brothers in office, brothers who have taken the same vow.  Should not love for the individual brother (as well as love for all the sisters and brothers) lead us to be very careful when we proceed publicly against another BROTHER?  To do so only after every other avenue has been exhausted? 

Of course, the converse is also true (and this has been forgotten by many as well).  Because we are BROTHERS, we are concerned about one another.  When we see a brother doing something that may/will lead him or others away from the truth, we cannot stand idly by.  He is a brother in Christ and must be approached with our concern - because he is a brother.  We do not just let him go his own way.  

So, because we are brothers, we must be quick to go to one another in private.  And then slow to take a matter public even when we may believe we have the right to do so.  Why?  Because we are brothers who are to be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3).

6) So, now, how do we do this?  When we recognize differences and when we go to one another, how can we really work to resolve these differences?  

· We need to come together in a spirit of humility under the Word of God.  We quoted earlier the first part of Peter’s admonition concerning humility – “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’”  Remember what he says next: “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may exalt you.” (1 Peter 5:5-6).  

· That humility has two sides – 1)  We must be ready to put everything we think under the Word of God.  And 2) We must be willing to listen to our brothers, for God has given them to us to help us listen to the Word of God.

· We must each come with a desire to hear and confess together God’s Word, no more, no less.

· In so doing, we must listen not only to ourselves, but to the testimony of our Church in her confessions.  

· We prepare for our discussion together by defining what the issue really is (something in our present controversy we have not done carefully).  In other words, we have to define our terms and clarify what is really at issue – what are the questions?  What are the real problems?  What are people really saying?

· Then, we must listen carefully to the Word of God and to each other.  A good exercise is to ask each group to state in non-pejorative terms the position of the other side – that way we are sure we understand what others are really saying.  Even more, we must let the Word of God be just that – God’s Word and the final authority.  Remember, God’s Word does not allow for a diversity of doctrine or a deviation from sound practice.

· That means we must be ready to put aside our own opinions and be ready to say together what God says.  And if we conclude that God’s Word is not clear on an issue, we must be ready for that also.

But remember, we are brothers.  We don’t each go off on his own.  We confess together.

Now, those are fine ideals, to be sure, but how will we ever apply them to our present situation?

1) I believe we need to face the fact that Satan has laid a trap for our Synod and that we have fallen right in – all of us.  Here is what I mean.  We have a controversy over whether or not it was appropriate for President David Benke to pray as part of the event in Yankee Stadium September 23rd.  My own conclusions aside (and at the risk of being simplistic) what has happened is that those who support David’s participation do so because they believe the Gospel is at stake – at least the free proclamation of the Gospel.  And those who object also believe they must oppose it because again, the Gospel is at stake.  Therefore both sides feel they have the right to use every means at their disposal to fight their battles because, of course, I’m doing it all for the sake of the Gospel.


Do you see the trap Satan has laid?  When you raise the stakes so high on both sides, neither one feels they can budge, because what they do is for the sake of the Gospel.  And the adding of charges has only deepened the trap Satan has laid for our pride on both sides.    

2) Remember also that inflammatory language right away puts people on the defensive, has the effect of provoking one another to pride and may move us to stake out positions we might not otherwise take.  Instead, even when we are talking about our differences, we need constantly to hold onto each other as brothers.

3) In fact, in all our speech or thinking about this, we have to remember we are talking about BROTHERS, men who share the same confession.  We are called to listen to one another, indeed, we are obliged to listen, because we are brothers.  We are called to give up to the Lord any and all pride in ourselves or what we have done or how we may have stated something.  As the apostle again reminds us, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may exalt you.” (1 Peter 5:6).

4) We have forgotten how sin deceives and divides.  The Scripture says that the Lord will bring to light “the hidden things of darkness and make manifest the counsels of the hearts” (I Corinthians 4:5; 14:25).  These hidden counsels of our hearts are not only those plans which we make in secret and keep hidden from others, but these plans may be hidden even from us.  So subtle and deceptive is the nature of sin (Wollenburg, p. 7f).

5) That ought lead us to confess that we have also often acted as though we are no longer brothers in Christ.  Each of us is called to examine ourselves to ask, to what extent have I forgotten that ____________ is my brother in Christ.  Remember, it’s easy to point to another and see when we think he has forgotten – and because he seems to have forgotten, that’s when I begin to feel justified in what I am doing to oppose him.  Please hear the following questions as examples of this self-examination:

· Have I lost sight of the fact that we are brothers?

· Have I lost faith in the power of the Word of God to unite us?

· Have I tried to advance God’s Kingdom and God’s Word by political means?

· Have I begun to push my own opinion over the Word of God?

· Are my actions, my positions based on the whole counsel of God or only one part of it?

· Have I failed to ask my brothers to help me understand the Word of God more clearly?  All my brothers?

· Have we allowed two different opinions to grow side by side in our Synod?

· Have we been afraid of the hard work of the struggle to be faithful to the Word of God?

· Finally, have we pride-fully staked out our position and refused really to listen to our brothers?

Everything we have said so far is preparation for a brief discussion of what specifically needs to be done among us to deal with our present diversities and differences in a God-pleasing manner.  President Kieschnick has called for Synod’s Commission on Theology and Church Relations to prepare guidelines to help our pastors discern whether participation in various kinds of events is appropriate or inappropriate. He has also called for a series of theological convocations around the Synod to discuss this and other pressing issues.  Both proposals are absolutely necessary because we DO need to allow the Word of God and our Confession to resolve these controversies.  We DO need God’s Spirit to bring us to a greater sense of agreement on these issues as brothers under the Word of God.  In fact, the very question of whether or not “Yankee Stadium” was a “worship service” or a “civic event” is one that needs to be explored with utter humility and full determination to submit also here to the judgment of God’s Word.  

In this regard, another absolutely essential step in this process is to define our terms as clearly as possible.  What is a “civic event”?  What is a “worship service”?  How do we define “unionism and syncretism”?  Most of all, we must do all this recognizing we are brothers under the Word of God, confessing the blessed Trinity as the only true God and Jesus Christ as the one and only Savior from sin.

The great challenge for the Church in our day is a public religiosity which proclaims that all religious faiths are equal expressions of the truth and that each religion is equal before God.  In other words, how do we confess Christ clearly before the world without compromise?  How and under what circumstances can we give a clear witness for Christ (and Christ alone) in public situations without fostering the impression that all religions are really the same – just different roads to the same goal?   I believe we need to be fearless confessors of Christ wherever and whenever we can - why? Because the world is dying without Christ! There is only one way to salvation - Jesus - and we've got to tell everyone.  I believe we also need to be cognizant of the context for our individual actions so that we do not give impressions we do not want to give.   
Of course, it should be obvious that infighting and controversy detract us from God’s mission and give a poor example to unbelievers and those who are weak in faith. I know of at least three examples in the churches of the Southern Illinois District where prospective members have been turned off by the negative publicity and have suddenly felt unwelcome – not due to anything the local pastor or congregation was doing – but solely due to the misinformation and sensational presentations in the St. Louis media.  Needless controversy certainly blunts our evangelism.

But there is another even more insidious trend that can just as effectively cut the heart out of our evangelism efforts – and that is the impression even many of our own people have that all religions are the same or that “Jesus is fine for Christians but that He is not the only way.”  Some say our lack of evangelism effort stems from our desire to be sure to get the message right before we get the message out.  I’m sure there may be times that’s true.  However, I wonder if the lack of evangelism really has its roots in a latent universalism that says, “we all pray to the same god anyway.”  So why get all worked up over people who do not know Jesus?   In other words, our evangelism can be rendered impotent not only by needless controversy but also by the notion that there may be ways to God other than Jesus Christ.

In 1884, after the Gnadenwahllehrstreit (Predestination Controversy) had come to an end, H.C. Schwan, who had succeeded Walther as President of Synod in 1878, commented on the unity of the Synod in his address to the convention:

What has kept us together until now was not our constitution, as good as it is, not the personality of those who bear the highest synodical offices.  No, it as something radically different, something which God Himself has given us.  This was the unity of spirit and faith.  We remain together outwardly because we are one inwardly.  Because of this, districts, congregations, and individuals can never be careful enough in whatever they are doing to maintain the bond of unity.  Even though they may have the best intentions in undertaking certain items, if these are not properly thought through, and are not properly considered on the backdrop of love to others and with due respect to the welfare and furtherance of the whole [this unity cannot be maintained].  As long as we by God’s grace remain one in heart and soul through the Word and faith, our bond of fellowship at the continued existence of the Synod will not be seriously challenged.  If this [spirit] is ever lost, then no constitution will coerce those who rebel, and the resulting cooperation will be of no value.  (H.C. Schwan’s 1884 Presidential Address, quoted in A. Suelflow, Servant of the Word: The Life and Ministry of C.F.W. Walther, CPH, 2000, p. 133).

I submit that if we have not lost this spirit of unity, we are in grave danger of doing so.  That’s why brotherly discussion under the Word of God is absolutely necessary – as soon as possible – and done in an atmosphere of mutual trust.  But this trust will not be something we accomplish.  Trust is a gift of God given in His Word, given as we in the Word of God together. It is the Lord’s Church, and He still builds it with His Word and Sacrament.  

Hear again the Lord’s Good News from the mouth of His apostle:

“Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ.  For He is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in placed of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:12-22).

What is the “bottom line”?  We have to continue the dialog or else we will experience further division – but this dialog is not just for the sake of dialog, but for the sake of our united proclamation of the Gospel.  We have to be committed to honest and brotherly theological discussions and convocations under the Word of God because we trust that such dialog will be used by God to help us to a greater unity.  I believe it is imperative that this entire body work together with the Presidium of the Synod and the CTCR to provide fair means for these dialogs to take place throughout Synod and that we allow nothing to stop us.  Without God this is impossible, but God’s Spirit will be at work among us as we talk together as brothers under Scripture and the Confessions.  

Our desire must be, as the Apostle writes, to “destroy arguments and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Please remember that all of us are susceptible also in this way:  Satan is often very sly to take even our best-intentioned efforts and twist them to his purposes.  We must be constantly aware of his designs to thwart God’s Kingdom and God’s will.  We must guard our lips and guard our hearts and pray God’s constant protection and forgiveness for our minds, our will, our actions.

Once more we go back to 1 Peter, the fifth chapter:  

“Cast all your anxieties on Him, for He cares about you.  Be sober, be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout the world.  And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, establish, and strengthen you.  To Him be the dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (1Peter 5:7-11).

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

“Behold, how good it is when brothers dwell together in unity!”  (Psalm 133:1).
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