UNIT II

The Christian Life: At HOME With God and One Another

Sin as the universal human experience of alienation

If we are really going to understand grace, then we must first understand sin. One of the major problems we have is that we don't fully understand the hellish depth of sin's power. We often look at sin as something we do, not something we are. We don't understand sin as rebellion against God—deep and utter hatred of God and all he stands for.

Kolb has three pictures for sin, he uses three Hebrew words to describe sin.

1. Transgression/rebellion—we are in a war against God. Our human spirit is in constant conflict with God and we are in battle against him. (Galatians 5) Ultimately, whenever we sin, we sin against the first commandment, because we are rebelling against God.

2. Iniquity—Not in the right place, not in the right relationship, "looking for love in all the wrong places." 

3. "missing the mark"—Our lives are lived off-target; we aim for a loving relationship with God but consistently wind up somewhere else.

Sin separates us from God.

a.  The story of the Fall 
Genesis 3 b.  Original sin:  “falling upward”

One of the reasons I believe the Bible is because of Genesis 3. This answers a basic question that people wonder: why is there evil in the world? If evolution is right, then we should, at worst, be morally neutral. At best, we should keep getting better and better. And yet, we know evil exists; it is everywhere around us. We can see it, we hear it, we can even touch it. Why? Only the Bible comes up with a rational explanation: we were created in the image of God and we fell from that image.

Gen 3: The question behind Satan’s words carries the challenge of God’s boundaries and God’s goodness. “If God is really good” he says, “then God would not withhold certain things from you!” The day you eat of it, you will be “like God!” there is the temptation; there is the root of all temptation — the desire to be like God. “Knowing” in Hebrew means to experience. All they knew, all they experienced to this point was good, now they would experience evil.

The temptation comes from three things: the sensual “good for food”, the beautiful “pleasing to the eye” and the intellectual “desirable for gaining wisdom.”

The fall destroyed man’s relationship between himself and God, himself and others, self and self.

This sin continues to be passed down throughout humanity. The next several chapters of Genesis show the power of evil and how it grows: murder of Cain, Lamech's boast, Noah's drunkenness, etc. Evil is in our world and we cannot get away from it. Sadly, even the Church has often succumbed to evil.

c.  The sin against the Holy Spirit Matt. 12:22-32

There are those who say that the sin against the Holy Spirit is the same thing as unbelief. The role of the Spirit is to call us to faith in Christ Jesus. The only sin we cannot be forgiven for is refusal to believe on Jesus, because then we are not listening to the Spirit. If we die in unbelief, we are lost.

I think that's a valid argument. However, I think the sin against the Spirit is a bit more. Lutherans have traditionally looked at the sin of the Holy Spirit as a refusal to believe even after you have become convinced of the truth and remaining in that state until death. The sin against the Holy Spirit says that the divine Spirit of the Living God, who points us to forgiveness in Christ,  is a liar. Here, people had seen the Spirit at work in the life of Jesus, yet they sad that his power was from a devil. However, if they would believe, they could still be forgiven.

In dealing with people, the most basic rule is always, "If you wonder whether or not you've committed this sin, you most likely haven't."

Use the Bethel Bible Pictures at this point. Summarize the four ways our relationship to God was broken through the fall before going into this section.

2. Sin separates us from the person God intends us to be.

Sin breaks our relationship inside. It makes us think we are "second class" people. The reason people don't see themselves as the gifts of God that they are is that they are sinful at heart and the relationship with God is destroyed.

a. Sins of omission and commission

Sin catches us coming and going. Luke 10—the parable of the good Samaritan: who were the worst sinners; the people who beat the guy and ripped him off or the guys who left him there dying? The problem of the Lawyer wasn't so much sins of commission, but omission. Jesus caught him there. The important key with this is that none of us is sinless. It helps drive the deep depravity of sin home. It isn't enough to avoid the bad; we have to do the right as well.

Occasional and habitual sins—there are sins that we do on occasion; there are others which are habits. An affair would be occasional; cussing a blue streak tends to be a habit. Both are equally deadly; both can destroy a person's life and witness. Both show a life in bondage to sin.

2. Sin separates us from each other

Because our relationship with God is broken, our relationship with each other is destroyed too. Rodney King, the guy who was beaten by the LA cops, during the riots asked the question, "Why can't we all just get along?" Because our relationship with God is broken.

1. Communal and institutionalized sins

Our society is, in itself, sinful. We have institutionalized certain sins. We know that people get all the justice they can pay for. I've never understood why pastors, teachers, nurses aids and all these people who are out helping people get paid so little, but we pay our entertainers so much. Abortion is an institutionalized sin. Homosexuality is becoming an institutionalized sin. Romans 1:22-32 shows the problem of sin that has become institutionalized in a society.

Prejudice

We all struggle with prejudice. Prejudice is not simply a race issue. Racism is a form of prejudice, but prejudice takes place when ever we think we know someone because of certain characteristics about him or her. High schools are rife with prejudice; the cliques are horrendous. There are also the geeks, the burn outs, the Goths, the preppies, the wannabes, and you don't want to be part of the "them" and you don't want to be friends with any of "them."  We see the problem of prejudice in our society right now with terrorism. Someone who will kill thousands does not see us as individuals, but as a mass that must be exterminated "en masse." Within the church, we have our groups and our factions and people are prejudiced against each other. Racism was one of the greatest problems faced by the early church; the Jews didn't want any of "them" in the Church, unless, possibly, they obeyed Jewish dietary laws (Acts 10,11).

Divorce

Divorce is, no doubt, the ultimate in sin between each other. I have a hard time understanding how two people who are so much in love as to commit their lives to each other can turn around and be in such anger and hatred later on. But I've seen it and worse. I truly hate divorce. The Lord says that he hates divorce. I struggle with our society (and with our churches!) because we don't seem to want to face the real pain and problems that divorce brings. There is now evidence of the great amount of pain and turmoil that divorce causes in children even several years after the divorce takes place. 

We need to work on divorce before it happens. Careful pre-marital counseling is a must. We need guidelines and policies on weddings. We need to have the guts to even refuse marriages if we think they will be nothing but trouble.

Can you think of any other communal/institutional sins in our country?

War—money issues--

4. Sins disrupts the whole created order

a. Pangs of childbirth and disease

One of the problems God said would exist is that there would be pain in childbirth. I'm not going to go there.

Disease—Bacteria and viruses have been here from the beginning. There has never been a time when these things did not exist. But, due to sin, their purpose has been twisted and changed and now they attack us and bring sickness and death. Even the places of healing can become places of death due to disease; e.g. staph infections.

Environmental evidence

The Lord gave us two commands: to be fruitful and multiply and to take care of the earth and tend it. The first we've done rather well; the second we need help with. We see the effects of our sin as we have failed to be stewards of the earth and have, instead, sought to master it. Driving in Vermont, you see the effects of acid rain. When I lived in Denver, a "brown cloud" hung over the city daily. 

One interesting twist to the reality of sin in our world: our answers beget new problems later on. 

Sin and death  
Romans 6:23

temporal forms of death

We live in a culture of death. From the day we are born, we begin a march towards the grave. Everywhere we turn we see death. The subjects we just covered are all evidences of death that are in our world, death that we have to deal with. Even in working out the answers, we find new problems. Those also are pictures and promises of death.

eternal death 

The ultimate wage of sin is death: life apart from God forever. I don't believe that hell is this place of eternal fire; I think that is a metaphor for the kind of suffering that those there endure. Hell is the one place where God is not. Max Lucado writes, "What if God weren't here on earth? If you think people can be cruel now, imagine us without the presence of God. You think we are brutal to each other now, imagine the world without the Holy Spirit. You think there is loneliness, despair, and guilt now, imagine life without the touch of Jesus. No forgiveness. No hope. No acts of kindness. No words of love. No more food given in his name. No more songs sung to his praise. No more deeds done in his honor. If God took away his angels, his grace, his promise, and his servants, what would the world be like? In a word, hell. No one to comfort you. No music to soothe you. A world where poets don't of live and minstrels don't sing of hope, for love and hope were passengers on the last ship. The final vessel has departed; the anthem of hell has only two words, 'if only.' Hell knows only one sound: weeping and gnashing of teeth. From hell comes an eternal moan as it inhabitants realize the opportunity they missed. What they would give for one more chance. But that chance is gone." I think that is one of the most powerfully poignant descriptions you are ever going to find. 

B. The Law as a way back HOME

One of the things we must realize is that the Law is one way back to our heavenly home. In response to the lawyer in the Good Samaritan, Jesus answered, "Do this and you will live." Unfortunately, it doesn't work. The problem is not with the Law, its with human sin. (Romans 7:7-12)

1. The grace of God’s Law

Speaking of the "grace of God's Law" sounds like the ultimate oxymoron. But God did give us a gift in his Law. Without the Law, we would not understand sin. Without the Law, we would not see our need for God. The Law has its place in our lives; God gave it to us as a gift of his grace.

a.  The gifts of God’s commandments  
Exodus 20:1-17

b.  The civil and political functions of the Law

This is also called the use of the Law as a ruler or a fence; it is to help guide society in its role and enable us to live together. When people talk about the laws of the land being based on the Bible, this is what they are referring to.

When we deal with this understanding of the Law, we are not necessarily bringing religion into the political market. One can make many of these arguments from a secular viewpoint without necessarily touching the religious aspect of it. Bernard Nathanson was an atheistic MD who was one of the greatest pro-life doctors in the country; he argued solely from the viewpoint of secular argument: this is a living being, etc. I often argue there is no such thing as "Christian Ethics" per se. Ethics, by their very nature, are part of the first use of the Law; there is nothing particularly "Christian" about them.

This use of the Law is primarily focused on commandments 4-10: honor your parents, don't lie, don't kill, don't steal, don't covet. It has nothing to do with the first three, unless a town has blue laws, and nothing to do with the first one. 

There is nothing unique about this use of the Law; it is not particularly "Christian" in any sense of the word. Every religion has this understanding of the Law. Every religion says that we should not lie, we should not steal, we should not kill, etc. Many religions have a version of the Golden Rule. If you ask people if they are good people, they usually point to this view of the Law: they've obeyed the rules. Kolb points out that the root of false religion really lies right here: the idea that we have kept the Law. (Mark 10—the Rich Young ruler). We rebel against God's law by changing its demands and accommodating them to our own capacity. This is done by eliminations of the Ten Commandments and by additions to them.

2. The curse of God’s Law

The mirror that keeps revealing our sinfulness and our sins 

Romans 7: V7 Paul has pointed out that we cannot keep sinning due to grace; the Law continues to point out our sin. So, the question is this: isn't this all the fault of the Law? Is the law, in itself, sin because it points out our sin?

Paul says no. It is the job of the Law to point out our sin. Luther called this the proper or the "theological" use of the Law. The duty of the Law is to point out our shortcomings and show us that we are sinful. Most people understand that they are not perfect; most of them, however, do not understand that imperfection as rebellion against a holy God. It is the duty of the Law to point out the seriousness of the sin.

It begins by pointing out that what we have been doing is wrong in the first place. Paul continues with using coveting as an example. This is a good example, because it doesn't deal so much with what we do, but what we think. Envy is an inside thing. "Coveting' doesn't mean just wanting what belongs to another, but the desire for things period, the problem of discontent that lies in our heart and our constant desire for the new and the flashy (says the guy who just got a new pickup!). At any rate, before the Law hit him, Paul didn't know what it really meant to covet. He knew the word. He knew it was bad. But now, suddenly, he saw the depth of what coveting was really all about. In the light of the Law, now, for the first time, he came to really know his sin.

V8 There are two ways of looking at this verse. First, one of the really sad things about being human is that if you want to make someone really want something, you deny him access to it. How did Tom Sawyer make every kid in town pay him to whitewash the fence? He told them they couldn't do it; only he was permitted to whitewash the fence. By denying them a chore, he made it desirable. In another place, Mark Twain noted that most idealists overlook one feature of the human make up which is very prominent: people are just stubborn mules. If a mule thinks he knows what he wants you to do, he'll do just the opposite—and so will most people, and often just for the sake of meanness. The Law uses the commandments as a base for operation and increases our desire for what we know we should not do. But the problem is not the Law, it is the mulishness of the sinner.

"apart from law, sin is dead" As long as I don't know I'm breaking the law, I don't feel any guilt about it; I have no problem with what I'm doing. Unless someone points out that I'm rebelling, I'm fine doing what I want. But the moment my sin is pointed out, I begin to be upset at the limitation to my freedom; soon that can turn into resentment and opposition.

V10 There are those who wonder how Paul could have ever been "apart from law." He was raise in the home of a Pharisee; the Law was part and parcel of their everyday lives. But, somehow, all those laws referred to someone else. He was keeping them. He had no problem. But then the "commandment came"—i.e. came home to him. Suddenly, he saw that he sinned and he saw how far from God he was. Suddenly, he saw God's demands and how far short he really was from what God demanded of him. Right then, sin jumped up at him and he died. He was convicted of sin and he died. 

The Law was intended to bring life. The rule of the Law is "do this and you shall live" (Luke 10). Unfortunately, we cannot keep the Law. Therefore, what was given to create life, creates death. 

All of the commandments are involved in this use of the Law. We realize that we cannot keep the second table, hence we do not keep the first either. Interestingly, the Lawyer in the parable of the Good Samaritan was of the opinion that he did keep the first table; he only had questions about the second. Jesus blew away his preconceived notions.

In contrast to the first use of the Law, which cares only about one's actions, the second use also cares about our attitudes and our thoughts. Since we cannot keep our thoughts aligned with God and we cannot love him above all else, then all of our deeds are evil in his sight, even those that others would think of as good because they are being done from an unclean heart. 

b. The great deception the Law creates

There are two great deceptions: The first is that we keep the Law. 

The second is Satan's use of the Law, when he uses it to condemn us even when we have been forgiven. I knew a woman who had an abortion when she was 18 years old. She was not a Christian at that time. She was living with a guy that she didn't really like but didn't think she could get out of the relationship. Once the kid was born, she knew she'd never be rid of him, so she opted for an abortion. That relationship ended. She met and married someone else and became a very active Christian. On one level, she knew God forgave her. However, she still felt terrible guilt about it; she felt the accusation day after day, especially when her children were born later on. Satan was using the law to squeeze the grace and forgiveness of God out of her.

Realize that the Law always accuses us. Even if it is simply rules in the political realm, the law accuses us. Once we know that we have done something wrong, the law is on our backs about it (Max Lucado story).  

c. Controversy over the Law’s “third use”

Lutherans have generally affirmed that the "third use of the Law" is using the law as a guide, e.g. it shows us, in general, how God wants us to live. A good modern example of the 3rd use is the "WWJD?" bracelets. However, there has been some discussion about this 3rd use that goes back to the days of the Lutheran confessors.

Some Lutherans don't like this emphasis. They believe that using this can become a distraction from the Gospel because it moves the focus from God to us and what we are doing, even if we are acting by the power of the Spirit. "WWJD?" almost always leads to legalism. In the book In His Steps (which is the origin of WWJD?) the people always start their new life in Christ by making lists of things they should and should not do. If we are not careful, an overemphasis on the 3rd use can lead directly to legalism.

On the other hand, other Lutherans point out that we need to know how to live as Christian people. We must have the mind of Christ; we need to know what God wants as his people. The Law instructs us to know the mind of God and leads us in the way he would have us live. Our life with God is a by-product of the faith that we already have. The key word is "because--because I have this relationship, because I am in the place with God, I want to follow and obey him. "falling in love" illus.

A couple of other things:

1) We must reject antinomianism—the idea that Christians do not need the Law at all. Although the Law should not be at the center of the Christian life, we do need the Law to point out our sins so that we can repent and find forgiveness. If we are not leading holy lives, then we are poor witnesses for Christ.

2) The Law gives us principles; it does not tell us how to act in specifics. It tells us not to kill; it doesn't say how fast the government should let us drive. It says the government has the authority to bear the sword; it does not say if a particular war is just or not. It tells us how to act in marriage; it does not say who I should marry or if I should be married. We have to use sanctified common sense in some of our decisions.

3) Love is the key to the third use of the law. Romans 13

4. Even in its 3rd use, we cannot divide the second. The law always accuses. Even when we are trying to live God's way, we see that we cannot and do not. The frustration of the law remains. We cannot be saved by the law no matter how hard we try. 

C. The Gospel as the way back HOME Romans 8:3

1. Jesus Christ as the Agent of restoration

You can't make it any more clear than Paul did: Jesus is God's way home for us. "I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life, " said Jesus. He is the only way.

a. Christ’s biblical names and titles

There are a world of names for Christ in the Scriptures.

Jesus—name, etc.

Christ, name, etc.

Kolb emphasizes Lord and Savior and says you really can't separate them

What are names of God that are important to you?

b. Christ’s divinity and humanity

Jesus is both God and man in one person. Last time, we saw how Jesus does divine works, has divine names, and has divine attributes. At the same time, Jesus was often hungry, cold, he was born, he grew tired, he thirsted, he slept. Those are all things of his human nature.

This issue—Christ's divinity and humanity—was a big issue in the early church. We got into it a little bit last time as we looked at proofs of Jesus' divinity. A great resource to understand the early church's arguments is issue 51 of Christian History. It summarizes a lot of stuff for you. During the Reformation—and into today—the argument is how those two natures relate to each other.

Early Church heresy

States of humiliation and exaltation

Communication of attributes

This issue became very important during the time of the Reformation. As far as I can tell the issue sprang up from the doctrine of the Real Presence. The Reformed and Radicals (e.g. Zwingli) would not agree that Christ is present in the elements of Holy Communion. They would agree that Christ was present in the community, but not the elements themselves. They based their argument on the way that Christ's divine and human nature communicate with one another.

In the late 16th Century, the question of communication of attributes became divided into three areas:

Principle of properties (genus idiomaticum)

Definition: Christ has a divine nature and a human nature in one Person. The attributes may only belong to one nature but are always ascribed to one Person. The divine attributes act according to their nature and the human attributes act according to their nature.

Why is this important? Because it highlights the abundant humility of God in becoming human. Nestorius said, "I cannot worship a God who was born, put to death, and was buried." Last year, a member asked me if it was proper to call Mary the Mother of God. She said she didn't think so: God had no beginning and no ending, therefore, He could have no Mother. She was right. However, Jesus is God in the flesh. Jesus was God in the womb. In Christ we could say that Mary bore God and that Mary was the Mother of God. The early church called her "the God bearer." What you could say of either nature is true for both in Christ.

During the Reformation, Ulrich Zwingli did not want to make this confession. He wanted to say "the human nature was born" or "the human nature died." He thought you should make the subject of the sentence depend on the predicate of the sentence. If it was something God would do, you put it "divine nature." If it was something the human nature was do, you put in "human nature." This really leads to a separation of natures.

God and man in one person, in whom God was born, God had his diapers changed, God wept, and God died. (Christmas sermon)

Principle of majesty (genus majestaticum)

This simply says this: The divine nature has given its attributes to the human nature. Taken too far and you wind up with Eutyches and the human nature gets swallowed up in the divine. 

This issue came up because the Reformed said that Jesus was "locked in heaven" and could not, then, be on earth to be present in the elements. Now, I like the NIV; I've been using it since 1978. However, there are times when its Reformed bias comes through. Acts 3:21 is one of those places. This is pure Calvinism. John Calvin said, "It is essential to a real body to have its form and dimensions and to be contained in a particular place. The Lutherans babble on about the invisible presence of Christ. But the promise that Christ is with us always is not to be applied to his body." Due to the personal union in Christ, the human nature is everywhere, knows all things, and has all power. This cannot be said of anyone else, but it can be said of Christ.

Principle of actions of office (genus apoltelesmaticum)

The key word here is "actions." Whenever Jesus did anything, his human nature did what it was supposed to do and his divine nature did what it was supposed to do, and they did it together. When Jesus healed, his divine nature provided the power for healing, but his human nature touched, wept, etc. This continues today. Jesus still has a body; he ascended into heaven. His human nature continues to act according to its human nature today.

      2.  Christ’s mission of reconciliation 
2Corinthian 5:16-21 Ephesians 2:11-22

Jesus, the God-Man, did a wonderful work: he came to reconcile us to the Father. Traditionally, Lutherans have grouped this work of Christ under three headings: the offices of Prophet, Priest, and King.

As Revealer (Prophet)             
Luke 4; Matthew 5-7

Here is the passage of Jesus as prophet: the one who came to preach good news to the poor.  God has spoken to us through Jesus, the prophet above all prophets. One key element in the teaching of Jesus was that he taught by his own authority. The people were shocked by this. Jesus even expanded on the meaning of the Law when necessary. Jesus shared the Good News; he called people to repent and believe the gospel. That is the work of Christ as prophet. 

Today, Christ carries this out through as we share his Word. He carries it out on Sunday mornings as the pastors and others proclaim the Word of Christ; he carries it out whenever you or I share our faith with another; he's carrying it out right now as we spend time together in His Word.

As Substitute (Priest) Hebrews 7:27; Hebrews 9

We'll talk about the vicarious satisfaction a bit later. But the concept is the same: Christ gave himself as our sacrifice. The job of the priests in the OT was to offer sacrifices to God. They took the blood and poured it out for the sins of many. Jesus offered himself as our sacrifice. He took his own blood and he poured it out for the sins of the whole world. In Christ, we have been reconciled to God and we have forgiveness of sins, a forgiveness that will last forever.

Part of this picture is that Christ took our sin on his own back. He became sin for us. (Walter Wangerin, Jr.)

Today, we have an advocate with the Father who speaks to him on our behalf. Jesus still points to his blood and through his sacrifice we are still forgiven today.

As Victor (King)

Jesus is the king of the universe. We celebrate that on the last Sunday of the Church Year: the Sunday of Christ the King. 

The  reign of Christ is normally divided into three parts:

The Kingdom of Power: Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7; Colossians 1:16f

Christ is the King of the World. What a wonderful thing for us to know that "The whole world is in his hands" and that nothing takes place outside of his power. Our lives are in his hands. We can have confidence and hope that he is with us and protects us. It is at this time that something like the "sovereignty of God" is positive. My life and my times are in God's hands; nothing will happen that is not the best for me. It does not matter if someone believes or not, ultimately even Satan is under the kingdom of power because "all authority" on heaven and in earth has been given to Jesus.

The kingdom of Grace Matthew 16; Matthew 28:18-20

In Matthew, the first two kingdoms are tied together. All authority has been given to Jesus (Kingdom of power). Therefore, we make disciples by baptizing and teaching (Kingdom of grace). In this kingdom, Christ brings people to saving faith, he gives the church his spiritual gifts, and he guards us to the end, keeping us safe from the enemies of the Gospel. This kingdom of grace will continue as long as the Word is preached and the sacraments are administered; which is to say, until the end of time.

We need to be careful to keep these two kingdoms separate. One of the problems that the church has had are those who try to mingle them; they are connected but should not be mingled. In Amherst, there was a guy who had a sign outside his house that said, "Jesus said, "Forgive your enemies." Don't bomb the Taliban." He is confusing the two kingdoms, trying to make what is applicable in the church apply to the world. The so-called "Social Gospel" did the same thing:  it wanted to make heaven on earth. These two kingdom are separate and God deals with them definitely.

Kingdom of Glory: This has two phases: now, the joys of heaven. Later, the joys of eternity with Christ. Our Lord will return for us. When that happens, the eternal kingdom of glory will be made real on earth. 

      3.  The AT-ONE-MENT Jesus Christ achieved (theories)

 None of these views is "wrong." Each has a different emphasis. Depending on who you are dealing with and why and how, you might use different pictures.

Christus Victor:  Exodus 15

The emphasis here is on Jesus as the victor over death. The greatest miracle of all is that Jesus when Jesus is crucified, he wins! When things look to be their worst, they are really at their best! When it looks like he has been over come, Jesus overcomes. The church put it this way in the Preface for Lent, “On the tree of the cross, you gave salvation to all people, that whence death arose, thence life also might rise again and that he who by a tree once overcame likewise by a tree might be over come.” Let me put it this way:  At the cross, Jesus gets crucified, but Satan gets nailed! Why? Because Jesus walked the servant life, even giving up his life on the cross.

This victory was realized at the resurrection. There, Jesus defeated death, Hell, and Satan for all time. The victory was his. The victory is ours now and will be ours in the future. This is the picture of the hymn "A Mighty Fortress." This is the picture that Martin Rickart had. 

When might you point people to the Christ as Victor?

Vicarious Satisfaction:  John, Anselm John 1

This motif has much in common with the office of Christ as priest. Jesus gave himself in our place. He died for us—the perfect in the place of the imperfect; the holy in the place of the sinner. Christ took our sin upon himself; he suffered damnation from the Father for us. He took our guilt, our shame, our punishment, our everything and we are forgiven. I often use the picture of my younger brother…

It is due to this motif that we find the necessity of Jesus being both human and God. A human being sinned, only a human being could pay the price. However, no human could keep the Law perfectly in every aspect, only God could. Therefore, God had to become human to keep the law for us. Jesus kept the law for us, he died in our place, he paid our price, we are forgiven.

We might use this to a person who is feeling tremendous guilt: Christ has paid your price, God has forgiven you and does not hold your sin against you.

There are two aspects to this vicarious satisfaction: objectively, Christ has died for the sins of the whole world. Every sin has been paid for. It is not like there are still some sins waiting for payment (college cross story). OTOH, I must believe this myself. I can't have someone else do it for me. I am always free to reject what God has done for me.

Joyous Exchange:  Paul, Luther 

This was developed by Luther. It really uses other motifs, but is also distinct. Jesus takes my sin and death; he gives me his life. I exchange one for the other. Max Lucado uses this motif quite often. Here is one of his ways of using it. (check book)

The HOMECOMING in the Lutheran perspective:  Justification

"Justification" is not a word we use very often in 21st Century America. If you ask people to "justify" something, they think in terms of the sides of a page of paper. A good way to teach this concept is to tell people that God declares me innocent, just if I'd never sinned.

1. Christ alone
 Romans 3:21-31


Romans 5:1-11

Christ does this work; not us. We have nothing to offer; this purely the work of Jesus.

a. Sola gratia 
Galatians 3

Nothing makes God do this work, other than his love for us. There are no conditions on God's love. God's love is freely given, freely fashioned, and freely conceived. We don't do a blessed thing. God does it all by grace.

I think Kolb points out an important point: the opposite of God's grace is not God's wrath, but the human attempt to earn salvation. Human work has nothing to do with it; I am made right with God purely by grace.

b.  Sola fide

Faith receives what Christ has done. Faith is trust and commitment to another. But faith is not what we do. Faith is not an act of the human will; faith is not a decision that I make. Faith is a gift of God, created in me by Him for Christ's sake. Faith comes from hearing the message about Christ Jesus. Faith is a relationship we have with God through Jesus Christ. (M&M's illus)

c.  Sola scriptura

God has pronounced us righteous; God has the power to make what he said take place. God's Word determines reality. The message of forgiveness stands at the heart of our life with God.

2. Justification: forensic announcement or re-creative act?

Yes. On the one hand, God pronounces us not guilty. "Forensic justification" has the picture of a courtroom. We are brought before the judge. The prosecuting attorney—Satan—points out all of our sins. They are piled a mile high. There is nothing we can do. But God, for Christ's sake, declares us "not guilty." This is done by faith and not by an human works. In fact, all our human works are "guilty." Only by Christ are we declared not guilty. It is not that we are no longer sinners, but God declares us righteous.

At the same time, if anyone is in Christ, he or she is a new creation. 

3. Election: gospel or law?

Election has always been one of the most troubling issues in the church. It has certainly vexed Lutherans! Not only do we get to deal with the Reformed "double predestination" but this one doctrine was responsible for changing American Lutheran history. In the 1800s, many Lutheran synods, including the LCMS and some who went on to form parts of the ELCA, were preparing to merge into one national synod; the whole issue fell apart over this doctrine.

This teaching has often been misapplied. Unfortunately, it has often been used to give a lot more law and terror than Gospel and comfort. The key thing here is that God, in Christ, chose us to be his own. I have two adopted children. A kid was teasing my daughter, Vanessa, about being adopted. She looked at him and said, "My parents chose me. Your parents were stuck with you!" The key thing is that God chose us to be his own. 

How do we know we are among the chosen? Because we believe in Jesus. To go beyond that is to try to pry into the mind of God. Most often, we want to know so we can misbehave. If I am chosen by God, then I can do whatever I want. God can't "unchoose" me. Why did God choose us? Because of his love. When I chose to adopt my kids, I did not ask if they could clean or cook or do the laundry. I didn't ask if they had money to help pay the bills. I chose them because of what they needed. God chose us because of what we needed, not because of what we could give him.

So, why didn't God choose everyone? We don't know. That is in the mind of God, not ours. Calvin messed up here royally. He made two major errors, both in formal and material principles (anyone remember what those are?!). His formal principle said that reason should go right along with Scripture; God doesn't teach us anything that is unreasonable. Therefore, he had to make this reasonable. His material principle is the sovereignty of God: who can argue with the King? God chose you for salvation, God chose you for damnation, so shut up. And you can't really know which, because God chose. You might think you believe, but you might not really be chosen. If someone falls from the faith, well, he or she wasn't really Christian to begin with; the elect cannot fall. If you are among the elect, then you will believe at some point; you cannot resist grace. It's just all a mess—and brings hearts into doubt.

4. The justified life:  simul justus et peccator 
Romans 7

V14—Paul now makes a jump from the past to the present. The Law is spiritual: given by God and connected with the working of the Spirit. Paul—and we—are not. Instead, we are sold to sin. We are under sin's control. Though Paul sins, he does not want to. 

V 15—Don’t you often feel the exact same way? Can't you hear his frustration with his life? Here it is: the civil war of the soul.

V17 "sin living in me" Sin is pictured as having taken up residence in Paul. It is not an honored guest, nor a paying tenant, but a squatter, illegally there but very difficult to evict. It is not the "realPaul" but it is what causes him to do the sin he hates so much. 

Vv18-20 carry out the same thoughts again. Only in the first group, Paul says he can't stop doing the evil things he hates; here he says he can't carry out the good things he wants to do. 

5. The freedom of the Christian to come home to one’s neighbors

We are freed to serve.

The Holy Spirit as Facilitator of our HOMECOMING

God does not bring us to faith on our own. We cannot become Christians because we want to become Christians. The Holy Spirit must call us to be his own.

The Holy Spirit’s role in calling us to faith

Why do we need the Spirit to call us?

1Cor 2:14 — By nature we are blind to God. What God wants is foolishness. Seriously, who would believe that a man killed as a criminal by Roman executioners would save? Doesn’t that sound foolish?

Eph. 2:1 — By nature, we are dead in sin. A dead person has no life. A dead person cannot ask God for anything. Only the Holy Spirit can bring us to a life with God.

Rom. 8:7 — By nature we are enemies of God. We want nothing to do with Him. We will not and cannot submit to God’s law. That’s why the world is in the mess that it is.

Realizing the depth of sin in our lives, we know that we cannot choose to come to faith on our own. Faith is not an act of the human will; faith is an act of God almighty. No one can say "Jesus is Lord" but by the Holy Spirit. Luther—third art Apostle's Creed.

Points of controversy (old and new)

Pelagianism

This is named after a British monk who lived in the 5th century. He once visited Rome and was disgusted by the immorality of the clergy and laity in this "holy city." The only thing that seemed to stand in his way was idea of original sin. For if people have inherited sin and are in bondage to sin, then they have every right to sin. "I couldn't help it; I'm a sinner." So Pelagius countered by rejecting original sin. 

According to Pelagius, Adam was merely a bad example, not the father of our sinful condition-we are sinners because we sin-rather than vice versa. Consequently, of course, the Second Adam, Jesus Christ, was a good example. Salvation is a matter chiefly of following Christ instead of Adam. We have free choice; therefore we should obey God and inherit rewards. "Grace" means that God has given us an example in Christ. It is worth noting that Pelagianism was condemned by more church councils than any other heresy in history. There is another word for this, its called "works righteousness."

 Semi-Pelagianism

In semi- Pelagianism, sin does not turn us completely away from God; we are not in total bondage to Satan. We are not "blind, dead, and enemies of God." Instead we have blurred vision, a slow heart beat, and just don't like God very much. We can go to God and say to him that we need a new pair of spiritual glasses that he will give us, we can let God know that we need a stronger heart, we can change how we feel about God.  The human will takes the initiative toward God.  Unlike Pelagius, who said that we could earn our way to heaven with very little to no grace of God, semi-Pelagians taught that divine grace and human free will must work together in salvation. 

Synergism

Synergism is any teaching which gives people a part in salvation. It means to work with. Both Pelagianism and Semi-Pelagianism are synergistic views.

“Decision” theology

Speaking of synergism, this makes my decision determinative for salvation. On the one hand, I can understand this kind of experiential language. On the other, it really puts everything in my hands. 

I was trained to be a "soul winner." Right now, I'm going to take you through my soul winning training…!

3. The Holy Spirit brings us home to one another

a. Sanctification 
Ephesians 2:8-10

b. Gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit      
Galatians 5

The work of the Spirit does not end with saving us; we now live holy lives. The process of living out the Christian life and of Christian growth through the Spirit of God Almighty is a process that will continue forever and ever in our lives.

The power of this life is found in the word "because." Because God has saved me, because I am his, I seek to obey him. Because of what God has done for me, I crucify the flesh and follow after him. We do not do this perfectly, we always are in need of grace, but we follow him.

The Holy Spirit’s “welcome wagon”

The means of grace: written, oral, sacramental

Where do I go to get God's grace? How does God bring his grace, his love, his mercy, and all things that are his down to me? What is the conduit? What are the means of his grace to me?

Ultimately, there is only one means of grace: the Word of God. God does not communicate with us in any other way than by His Word. Through the Word of God, the Lord convicts our hearts of sin and through his Word he holds the Gospel before us, creates faith, and brings us to new life with him.

The word written—Scripture

The word proclaimed—when you witness your faith, you are a means of grace.

The word in the Sacraments—God ties his Word to physical elements. Baptism is water plus God's Word. Communion is bread and wine plus God's Word. Now, God's love can be touched, felt, and tasted. If you think about it, this makes a lot of sense. I was at my daughter's open house and her Italian teacher was talking about how you learn a language. She got to talking about having objects that you touch and feel—tactile learning. She talked about having the kids get up and move—kinesthetic learning. She had Italian words on the windows, doors, clock, everywhere she could think of—visual learning. God figured all that out long before educators did! 

The Bible as the inspired Word of God  

I'm going to do this next time. 

