Being Thankful

Cast:

Tom

Tom’s Dad

Friend 1

Friend 2

(Friend 3)

Scene 1

Tom (calling offstage): Well, good-bye everyone! It sure was fun!

Dad: So, you had a good party?

Tom: Good? Are you kidding? It was the best! I got a new Nintendo system, a Nerf dart gun, and a whole lot of other stuff.

Dad: Yeah. You sure have some good friends there. I don't know what you would do without friends like that. 

Tom: I don't know either. I'm sure glad they all came.

Dad: Whew. You know what? We've got to get this house cleaned up.

Tom: Oh, yeah.

Dad: We also need to put your new stuff away.

Tom: Yeah…I guess.

Dad: But before we do any of that, we've got one more job ahead of us.

Tom: What's that? Raking the back yard?


Dad: No, something more basic. You need to write up some thank you notes.

Tom: Thank you notes! Oh no! I don't want to have to sit and write any stupid thank you notes!

Dad: What's wrong, Tom, don't you like what you got?

Tom: No, I love it! It's great stuff. I'm really glad they gave it to me! 

Dad: So why not write and tell them how much you liked it?

Tom: Dad, it takes up so much time! I already told them that I liked it. I told everyone here, "Thank you for the gift and thanks for coming." Why do I have to tell them again? (Smart mouthed voice) "Dear John, Thank you so much for the game. I really liked it. Thanks again, Tom." It just sounds so stupid!

Dad: Tom, they took the time to give you the things, you need to take the time to thank them properly.

Tom: But I don't want to!

Dad: Tom, aren't you thankful for what they gave you?

Tom: Of course I am!

Dad: Then why don't you thank them?

Scene 2

This scene takes place between Tom and friend one. As the scene opens, we see some of Tom’s stuff strewn all over the floor. Tom and Friend 1 walk in. 

Tom: I’m glad you were able to come to my party last week.

F1: So’m I. It was a lot of fun.

Tom: Yeah, it was. 

F1: So, where’s all the stuff you got?

Tom: You mean the presents? I don’t know. They’re all around somewhere.

F1: Like where?

Tom: The floor mostly. It’s easier than trying to pick things up.

F1: (Looks around floor) But don’t you lose things that way?

Tom: Not really. I know where everything is.

F1: But what about those darts? Don’t they go with the Nerf gun that I got you?

Tom: Well, I think so. I think they are all there any way. I’m not sure. I lost count.

F1: Where’s the gun part?

Tom: Oh. . .it’s over there. See? (Friend 1 goes to get gun. Only half a gun is there.)

F1: TOM!

Tom: What?

F1: There’s only half a gun here!

Tom: Oh, I guess it got broken.

F1: This isn’t broken, it’s destroyed!

Tom: C’mon, it isn’t that bad!

F1: Yes it is? How could you?

Tom: How could I what?

F1: How could you tear it up like this! I bought this for you with my own money! I thought you’d actually like it!

Tom: Well I do like it.

F1: I thought you’d appreciate it!

Tom: I do appreciate it!

F1: Well if you were glad you got it, why didn’t you take care of it?

Scene 3

 This scene takes place between Tom and friend two. As the scene opens, Tom is sitting in a chair facing the audience. He has a Nintendo controller in his hand and is watching a (pretend) TV in front of him.

Tom: C’mon! Get Andros already Starfox!

F2 (enters): Hey Tom!

Tom: Hi! Good to see ya! Take a seat. (F2 sits)

F2: What are you doing?

Tom: What does it look like? I’m playing Starfox on my N64.

F2: Cool. I wish I had one of those.

Tom: Well, yeah. I got it for my birthday. Its still really new.

F2: Hey, can I try playing?

Tom: No.

F2: What do you mean “No.:

Tom: Just what I said—no. I’m playing it now.

F2: Well, yeah. But you can quit the game and play something else. After all, you have two controllers. (Picks up other controller)

Tom: Give me that! (takes controller away) Who said you can touch my things?

F2: No one, I guess. I just though. . .

Tom: No you didn’t think! If you’d thought you wouldn’t have touched my stuff.

F2: Well, you don’t have to be so rude about it.

Tom: Well, how would you like it if someone came in and just started grabbing your stuff?

F2: I don’t know, but I think I’d be nicer about it than you are. Now I’m sorry I ever came over.

Tom: Don’t be like that. Tell you what, you can sit and watch me play.

F2: What kind of fun is that? Man, I would have thought you’d be glad to have something like that.

Tom: Well, I am glad! It’s mine.

F2: I thought being thankful for something meant that you shared what you had with others. But I guess I was wrong; you’re just plain selfish.

Scene 4

This takes place between Friend 3 and Tom or Tom and his dad. Tom is sitting and looking in a sale paper or catalogue.

Tom: Wow! I’ll want this and this and this over here.

F3: Hey Tom! What’s up?

Tom: I’m just looking through this Toys R Us catalog and making up my Christmas list. Christmas is coming, you know!

F3: Yeah, I know. I’m looking forward to it. What kind of stuff do you have down?

Tom: Well, I want a Nerf dart gun. 

F3: Didn’t you just get one of those at your party last month?

Tom: Yeah, but it got broken somehow. I want a new one.

F3: Oh. Anything else?

Tom: Oh yeah, a Playstation 2.

F3: Wow! That’s sweet.

Tom: I sure thought so. N64 is so 1990s! I need something that says “Today.”

F3: I’m sure that’s plenty.

Tom: Are you kidding? I want the X-Men DVD, my own TV with a VCR and DVD player, a new pair of Nikes. . .

F3: Are you finished yet?

Tom: Heck no, I’ve got a whole list of stuff (shows long list)

F3: You really want all that?!

Tom: Well, yeah. I expect to get it too.

F3: But didn’t you just have your birthday last month?

Tom: Yeah.

F3: Didn’t  you get a whole lot then?

Tom: Yeah.

F3: And now you want all that too?

Tom: What of it?

F3: I would have thought you’d be glad for what you’ve got, that’s all.

Tom: I am glad for what I’ve got.

F3: Then why are you being so greedy for more?

