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Someone Special

A Christmas Service for Children and Adults

by Jim Butler

Based on the hymn “Someone Special” by Jarsolav J. Vajda

For Janyce--Who Keeps Pushing Me!

Note: This service is written for maximum flexibility. Except for the finger play and the rhyming verse, the parts may be read by children or adults, separately or in unison, or even done as a Reader’s Theater. The parts are merely numbered so that they can be combined into larger readings and/or eliminated. “Conversations” within the parts can be edited into monologues with little difficulty. The hymns may be sung by the children, by (or with) the choir or by the congregation. Please note this flexibility as you read through this draft.

Opening Hymn Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
1. Welcome to our service in the Name of Jesus Christ, He who Was, Is, and Is to Come! Our service theme is “Someone Special” and is taken from Psalm 8, where God reminds us of how special we are to him.

2.  When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?  

3. You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. (Psalm 8: 3-8)

4. We are special people to God. He created us special. He gave his special Son Jesus to be our Savior. He gave us the special gift of the Holy Spirit.

5. So come, and learn how God’ has made us special.

HYMN Oh Come, All Ye Faithful
During the hymn, a large box is brought into the Chancel. It is wrapped in Christmas paper. The tag reads “For Someone Special.” There are six packages inside, each wrapped with tissue paper:  Green with a globe; black with a metal bar; blue with a baby or scrap book; white with a baby blanket, some hay, and a cross;  red with a megaphone or microphone or candle; yellow that is empty.)

I. Someone Special—Created By God

6. When we think about Christmas, what usually comes to mind? For many of us, it is Christmas Presents.

7. We have a very large present right here. It’s for “Someone Special.” That’s us. We are special people to God. Let’s open our present.

8. Look at that! Presents inside a present! Six presents! Six presents from God. Let’s open the first one. (The first package is wrapped with green paper. Inside is a piece of paper with writing on it. Or, if you can find a small one, a globe.)
9. Green is a color we associate with Christmas. We decorate green Christmas trees and hang up green wreaths. Green is the color of life.

10. Our first present is a piece of paper (or a globe). Here are God’s words to us about his first gift:

11. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Gen. 1:1   

12. Green is the grass and bugs so small,


The perfect world God made for all.

13. God’s love for us began with creation. By His Word, God created all things, including the human race. 

14. God created us special. When God created people, he made them in his own image and said they are very good.

15. We are not all the same, but we are all special to God because he made us. And since the creation, he provides everything we need to keep and preserve us. For his creating love, for his special present of creation, we thank and praise him.

HYMN  “Oh, How Joyfully!”
Part II: Someone Special—A Savior Promised

16. Let’s take a look at the second present. (A second package is chosen. This one is wrapped with black paper.)

17. Black paper! Who would want a present with black paper!

18. The color black reminds us of death. The perfect world that God created didn’t stay perfect very long.

19. Led astray by the serpent, Adam and Eve sinned against God. They ate the fruit that they were told to stay away from.

20. God told Adam and Eve that the day they ate the fruit they would die.

21. Through Adam sin entered the world and death through sin. In this way, death came to all people. 

22. Sin? Death? What kind of presents are these?

23. They aren’t presents from God, but the punishments that we deserve. But let’s open the present to see what God did give to us. (The present is opened. Inside is a metal bar with a tag hanging from it.)

24. The tag says, “I promise to send a Savior.”

25. We make promises all of the time. We’ll promise to clean our room or we’ll promise to help our parents. Sometimes, we break our promises. 

26. But God never breaks a promise. He keeps the promises he makes. His promises are as strong as a steel bar—they remain firm.

27. When Adam and Eve sinned, God made them a promise. He promised that he would send a Savior, a Messiah, who would rescue them from sin.

28. Throughout the Old Testament, God promised that he would send a Savior. He promised the Savior would be born of a virgin.

29. Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  (Isa. 7:14)   

30. He promised the Savior would be born in Bethlehem:

31.  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. " (Micah 5:2)   

32. He promised the Savior would be His Son:

33. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. (Isa. 9:6 -7)   

34. He promised the Savior would die for our sin:

35. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.   But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  (Isa. 53:4 -5)

36. God kept all of His promises!

HYMN Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel
III. Someone Special—A Savior’s Mother

37. Still another present. (Pick up present wrapped in blue paper.) Blue is the color of hope. Many churches use blue during Advent to remind us that during the season of Advent, we hope for what we do not see.

38. The world had waited in hope for thousands of years for God’s promise to come true. Now the time had come: the Savior would soon be born!

39. (Open the present. There is a baby book or a scrap book inside.) A baby book! We use these to remember the first years of a baby’s life. Many things happen that first year.

40. Do you think Mary kept a baby book?

41. We don’t know. But the Bible says that she remembered all of these things and treasured them in her heart (Luke 2:51).

42. Why was Mary chosen to be the mother of Jesus? Was she better than anyone else?

43. No. All people have sinned. She wasn’t any better than any other young woman. But God chose her to be the mother of Jesus. God told her about his choice by sending an angel to talk to her.

44. In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,   to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary.  

45. The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you."   

46. Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  

47.  But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.   

48. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."  

49. "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 

50. The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  For nothing is impossible with God." 

51.  "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38)

52. God’s Son, the Savior, born of Mary.

HYMN  Lo, How Rose is Growing or Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
IV. Someone Special—God’s Son is Born

53. This present is wrapped in plain white paper!

54. But white is an important color. White reflects the most light, just as we reflect God’s love. White is also the color of purity and joy. White is the color of Christmas—the night when Jesus was born.

55. Look! There’s three things inside! Some hay, a baby blanket, and a cross?

56. The baby blanket and the hay remind us about Jesus’ birth. He was born on Christmas Eve and laid in a manger.

57. In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  

58. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  

59. And everyone went to his own town to register.  

60. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 

61. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  

62. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  (Luke 2:1-7)

63. Well, I understand the blanket and the hay, but why a cross?

64. To remind us that the story of Christmas doesn’t end with Jesus’ birth. Jesus came for a reason, to die for our sins. Even from birth, he knew he was supposed to be the payment for all of our sins.

65. That sounds like a sad thing to remember at such a happy time of the year.

66. That isn’t sad! Its happy! It’s what makes Christmas so special. Because of Jesus, we are forgiven and live as God’s people. Because Jesus was born and because he died, we belong to God forever. Don’t you see? God’s present wasn’t placed under a tree, but on one--the tree of the cross.

67. So this is more than a cross; this is really our Christmas tree too!

HYMN What Child Is This?
V. Someone Special—Angelic Announcements

68. Two presents left! The red one is next.

69. Red is really a Christmas color. Where would we be without red stripes on candy canes and red sweatshirts. Red ties are even worn! In the Church, red reminds us of two things: blood and fire. Blood because of the death of Jesus; fire because of the flames of the Holy Spirit. (The package is opened. There is a megaphone inside. Note: With some minor editing, this can be changed to a candle to symbolize the spreading of God’s light.)
70. There’s a megaphone in here. We use megaphones to increase the sound of our voice. Cheerleaders use them to cheer on a favorite team.

71. But why would we use a megaphone at Christmas?

72. Because we are to shout out the good news of God’s love. The angel shouted out the good news of Jesus’ birth to the shepherds. The Shepherds spread the good news to other people. They went back to their jobs singing and praising God for the birth of Jesus.

73. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.   

74. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.   

75. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."   

76. Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  

77. When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  

78. So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  

79.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

80.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. (Luke 2:8-18, 20)

81. (Finger play)

God’s love came down on Christmas Day (Hands reach up high go down to the floor)
His love for you and me. (Point at selves and at congregation)
God’s Son came down on Christmas day (Hands reach up high go down to the floor)
To die and set us free. (Hug the body)
The angels shouted out God’s love (Put hands around mouth)
To shepherds watching sheep (Hold hand above eyes)
The shepherds ran to see God’s love (Run in place)
In Mary’s arms asleep. (Cradle arms)
HYMN Away in a Manger or Angels We Have Heard On High or Go Tell It On the Mountain
VI. Someone Special—God’s Gift to Us

82. Oh no! It’s time for our last present! We’ve heard about God’s world, God’s promise, and God’s Son, what could be left?

83.  Its wrapped in yellow paper. Yellow the color of daffodils and tulips and sunflowers. Yellow reminds us of the coming Spring.

84.  But…there’s nothing inside! The package is empty! That makes me mad!

85.  Wait a minute! Don’t you get it? This is the Easter box. Of course its empty. God’s Son rose on Easter. When the women went to the tomb, it was empty.

86.  After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  

87.  There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  

88.  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.  

89.  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  

90.  The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay." 

91.  So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. (Matt. 28:1-6,8)

92. Our Christmas really came at Easter. On Easter, God opened his package--and it was empty!

93. That’s why we are God’s special people. Because God have His Son for us.

94. Someone Special--God created us.

95. Someone Special--God promised a Savior.

96. Someone Special--Mary was his mother.

97. Someone Special--Jesus was born at Christmas.

98. Someone Special--The angels told the shepherds.

99. Someone Special--He is Risen! (He is Risen Indeed!)

100. Someone Special--He did it all for us.

101. In God’s sight, we are someone special!

HYMN Someone Special
HOMILY
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