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Kolb Reading Guide for Unit 2

Name:_____________________________________

Please fill in the questions as you read through the pages. A quiz on the reading will be given which will come from this reading guide. If you have any questions, please contact your instructor.

Chapter V: Sin and Evil

Complete is sentence: Evil is everything… (p. 87)

What does Scripture tell us about the fall of the angels? (p. 89)

Who bears the blame for our sin? (p. 89)

What was wrong with Eve's answer? (p. 90)

What does Kolb see as the root of sin? (p. 91)

Define "original sin." (p. 92)

Describe the effect of depravity in our vertical relationship (p. 93)

Define "civic righteousness." (p. 93)

What is the consequence to denying the reality of Eve and Adam as historical beings? (p. 94)

Define the three Hebrew words for sin: (p. 95)

Pesha'

'awon

chata't

Give Luther's definition of sin (p. 96)

What are "actual" sins? (p. 97)

Contrast sins of omission with sins of commission (p. 98)

Contrast "voluntary" with "involuntary" sins (p. 98-99)

Define occasional and habitual sins (p. 99)

If a sin is communal, does that erase individual responsibility? (p. 100)

What are "mortal" and "venial" sins? What is the problem with this distinction? (p. 100)

What does Kolb have to say about the "unforgivable sin?" (p. 100-101)

What is the "big evil"? (p. 102)

Does guilt before God depend on whether or not we realize it? (p. 103)

Does it do any good to label abuse as an illness? (p. 104)

Chapter VI—God's Law

Can the Law give life? What does it do with life? (p. 107)

What "channel" does God speak through? (p. 107)

What causes the conscience to err? (p. 108)

What is the first use of the Law that Kolb identifies? (p. 109)

How does the political use of the Law keep us in line? (p. 109)

What is the product of the Law's coercive force in the first use? (p. 110)

How can the first use of the Law deceive us? (p. 111)

In his Smalcald Articles, Luther notes what about the Law? (p. 111)

What can the first use of the Law persuade us to confuse? (p. 111)

On what basis did Adam and Eve find favor in God's sight? (p. 111)

Where do the roots of false religion lie? (p. 111)

What, for Luther, is the primary or theological use of the Law? (p. 112)

What does the Law reflect? (p.112)

Why does Kolb think it is inadequate to say that the Law "accuses"? (p. 113)

When will God's punishment be full revealed? (p. 114)

Why do we struggle with our interpretation of evil and judgment? (p. 114)

How does God give earthly judgment within the structure of human life? (p. 115)

Does God send punishment for specific sins? Explain. (p. 115)

What is the frailty of human nature a sign of? (p. 116)

How does Satan use the Law? (p. 117)

Why do we need the Law to guide our decisions as Christians? (p. 118)

Why do some theologians reject the "third use of the Law?" Why do others affirm it? (p. 118)

Define (pp. 119-120):

Antinomianism

Legalism

Law

Command

Does the Law give commands in every situation? What should the Christian rely on for guidance? (p. 120)

Looking over the pages 110-120, list the three uses of the Law.

Chapter VII—The Person of Christ

What categories can we use to describe the person of Christ? (p. 124)

What was important about Thomas' Confession? (pp. 124-125)

Why shouldn't we divide the titles "Lord" and "Savior" (p. 125)

The title "Son of God" designated what? (p. 127)

Other than the virginity of Mary, what else does the Virgin birth affirm? (p. 128)

What two challenges did the church meet in confessing who Jesus is? (p. 129)

Describe Docetism. (p. 129)

What does the Nicene Creed mean by the word "substance"? (p. 131)

What did each of the following teach?

Apollinarius (p. 131)

Nestorius (p. 131)

Eutyches (p. 132)

Define "hypostatic union." (p. 132)

Define "communication of attributes" (p. 133)

List and summarize the three principles developed by the early Lutheran theologians to describe the communication of attributes (p. 133; don't worry about the Latin terms).

Why is the communication of attributes important to Lutherans? (p. 134)

Chapter VIII—The Work of Christ

What is meant by Christ's state of humiliation? What is normally included in it? (p. 137)

What is meant by Christ's state of exaltation?

List and define the four "offices" of Christ. (p. 137-138)

What is meant by "revelation under the form of opposites"? (p. 139-140)

How does Jesus live out his prophetic office today? (p. 140)

Define the terms "expiation" and "propitiation." (p. 142; Kolb does not define these terms, you will need to find them in a dictionary.)

What picture of Christ's suffering did Luther find to be most comforting? (p. 143)

What three categories do theologians use to divide the reign of Jesus? (p. 144)

In what way have we been resurrected already? (p. 145)

What is the center point of the church's confession? (p. 146)

Summarize these pictures of salvation:

Rescue (pp. 147-148)

Redemption (pp. 148-149)

New birth (p. 149)

Summarize the motif of "Christus Victor". (p. 150)

What is the vicarious atonement? (p. 151)

Why did God have to become human? (p. 152)

Thinking of Christ as a sacrifice reassures us in what way? (p. 152)

Explain why it is a sin to dwell on past sins. (p. 153)

What is the fundamental error in Abelard's understanding of Christ's work? (p. 154)

What  is the "joyous exchange"? (p. 154)

Chapter IX—Justification

What does the biblical teaching of justification define? (p. 157)

Contrast the medieval church's understanding of grace with Luther's. (p. 158)

What is the opposite of God's grace? (p. 159)

Explain how justification means "to pronounce righteous." (p. 160)

How have we received justice? (p. 160-161)

What is "forensic justification"? (p. 162)

How is Christian faith different from other kinds of faith? (p. 163)

Where does faith come from? (p. 163)

What are "mere knowledge" and "mere faith"? (p. 164)

In what respect can we speak of "strong" and "weak" faith? In what way does it not matter? (p. 165)

In what two ways does the perspective of being "saints and sinners at the same time" help us? (p. 166)

In what three ways does God assure us that we are righteous? (p. 166-67)

What is the problem with sharing the Gospel with secure sinners? (p. 168)

Define: 

Alien Righteousness (p. 170)

Proper righteousness (p. 170)

Why must we keep these two kinds of righteousness distinct? (p. 170)

What does Kolb mean when he says that Christ "objectively covered the sin of all people"? (p. 170)

What is the "subjective" side of justification? (p. 171)

Why are we secure as God's children? (p. 171)

What gives us assurance that we belong to God? (p. 172)

To what did God refer when he chose us to be his own? (p. 173)

Why does the doctrine of election confuse people? (p. 174)

What does God intend for this doctrine to do? (p. 174)

How can we use the doctrine of election properly? How can we misuse it? (p. 174-175)

How is this doctrine good news? (p. 175)

Summarize what Kolb says about: (pp. 176-178)

Double predestination

Synergism

Universalism

Chapter X—The Holy Spirit and the Conversion of the Sinner

What is wrong with saying that Lutherans don't pay much attention to the Spirit? (p. 179)

How do we know the Spirit is God? (p. 180)

How does the Spirit create and preserve faith? (p. 180)

Define both senses of the word "sanctification." (p. 181)

Define "means of grace" (p. 180, 181)

What elements does God choose to work through? (p. 182-183)

List the five ways Luther says God offers his power. (p. 183)

What one word summarizes the means of grace? (p. 184)

What three elements constitute the Lutheran definition of a sacrament? (p. 185)

What did the Novatians and Donatists teach about the person administering the means of grace? (p. 185)

What determines God's power in the sacraments? (p. 186)

What did Luther call the "third sacrament"? (p. 186)

Define:

Pelagianism

Semi-Pelagianism

What caveats should we keep in mind about saying we "accept" Jesus into our hearts? (p. 191)

What does the Law do to unbelievers? How can this backfire? (pp. 191-192)
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