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Kolb Reading Guide for Unit 1

Name:_____________________________________

Please fill in the questions as you read through the pages. A quiz on the reading will be given which will come from this reading guide. If you have any questions, please contact your instructor.

Chapter I: Our Faith and the Faith

What are the two ways in which the author uses the word "faith"? (p. 7)

How does Luther define "god"? (p. 8)

Describe what Kolb means by the primary and secondary sources of identify, security, and meaning. (p. 9)

On what does the Christian faith rest? (p. 10)

Complete this quote: "Faith is a ____________ from its object." (p. 11)

Complete this quote: "This trust grabs _____________ of life; it _________________ all 

decision making for ______________________ living." (p. 11)

Doctrine is simply what? (p. 11)

It is not enough to simply teach doctrine accurately. What else needs to be done? (p. 11)

Summarize Kolb's understanding that doctrine is both singular and plural. (p. 12)

Define "dogma". (p. 13) 

Kolb notes that heresy often begins with good intentions. What turns it into heresy? (p. 13)

The whole life of a teacher in the church must be a life of what? (p. 13)

Why does Kolb have a problem with the question, "How much doctrine must be pure if one is to remain a Christian?" (p. 14)

Define "presuppositions." (p. 15)

What  influences our presuppositions? Whose presuppositions do we need to use? (p. 16)

On pages 17–26, Kolb lists three major presuppositions of Lutheran theology. List those three presuppositions. (Each begins with the phrase "We presume…")

How does the Bible define freedom? (p. 17)

Why can we take evil seriously? (p. 17)

Describe what Luther calls "the distinction of the two kinds of righteousness." (p. 18)

Our relationship with God originates with what? (p. 18)

Righteousness in "horizontal" relationships consists in what? (p. 18)

Summarize the distinction between Law and Gospel. (pp. 18-19)

Describe the two modes of God's rule. (pp. 19-20) 

List the four parts of the theology of the cross. (pp. 20-27)

If we focus on the hidden God, what kind of god do we depict? (p. 20)

Where does God reveal himself? (p. 21)

What is the shortcoming of empirical knowledge, logic, and aesthetic learning? What is the cause of this shortcoming? (p. 25)

Where must we go to gain information about God? (p. 25)

Contrast faith with knowledge. (pp. 25-26)

List three things that Kolb says took place at the cross. (pp. 26-27)

Chapter II: God

Define "natural" or "general" revelation. (p. 30)

Give 2 reasons that the impressions of God arising from natural revelation are inadequate. (p. 30)

Kolb lists five forms of natural revelation. List and describe each one. (pp. 31-32)

What do we need to fully understand God's Words? (p. 37)

List Quenstedt's attributes of God. (p. 40)

What is the importance of the title "Son of Man"? (p. 42)

Kolb lists some heretical claims about the Trinity. List and describe each one. (pp. 43-44)

What is the "Filioque"? (p. 46)

Chapter III: Creator and Creatures

How do pagan creation myths differ from Scripture's account? (p. 49)

List the three presuppositions of Scripture's message of creation. (p. 49)

What is the relationship between humans and creation? (pp. 52-53)

What is Kolb's understanding of the soul? (pp. 54-55)

What does it mean for us to be created in the "image of God"? (pp. 56-57)

How are we to exercise "dominion" over creation? (pp. 57-58)

Creation establishes the worth of what? (p. 59)

What are the two views of human freedom? Briefly describe each. What is the Bible's idea of freedom? (pp. 59-61)

Define the following: (pp. 65-67)

Pantheism

Deism

Dualism

Gnosticism

What does evolutionary dogma teach? (p. 68)

What are "micro" and "macro" evolution? How do they differ? (p. 69)

Even if we disproved evolution, what problem would still exist? (p. 71)

What is "Social Darwinism"?

What "untenable presupposition" lies underneath Darwinism? (p. 72)

Chapter 4: God provides

Describe how God is Lord even over evil. (pp. 75-76)

What are the three kinds of miracles? (p. 77)

Define "theodicy." (p. 80)

What is Rabbi Kushner's solution to evil? What is wrong with his view? (p. 81)

Kolb lists five "biblical" proposals for theodicy. List them and summarize his critique of each one. (pp. 

Summarize the doctrine of providence. (p. 84)


