Peter Prays

Jim Butler

Topic: How we treat others; what it means for us to deny Jesus.

Characters: 2—Peter (Male) and a modern person (male or female)

Note: there are no blocking directions here. Use your discretion.

Peter: Dear God,

Modern: Dear God,

Peter: I don't understand how I acted today, Lord.

Modern: I don't understand what I did today, Lord.

Peter: I stood by, silently, quietly while the crowd taunted and jeered.

Modern: I stood by, silently, quietly while the other kids insulted and teased.

Peter: They yelled and they screamed for Jesus' blood.

Modern: They said so many cruel things and they harassed Robert so horribly.

Peter: They made Jesus look like a fool.

Modern: They made Robert look so stupid.

Peter: They blind-folded him. They slapped him. They mocked him.

Modern: They called him an idiot. They kept chanting, "Robert the retard!"

Peter: They shoved him on the ground.

Modern: Someone even spit on him. That was sick.

Peter: And he just stood there, 

Modern: not saying a word.

Peter: Tears rolled down his cheeks.

Modern: Why was everyone being so mean to him?

Peter: Oh, but it wasn't just today. 

Modern: They've been acting like that for years.

Peter: Smug questions

Modern: Hateful phone calls

Peter: Twisting his words to say things he never meant.

Modern: Writing cruel messages

Peter: Cutting him down

Modern: Laughing at him behind his back.

Peter: Calling him names.

Modern: Loser!

Peter: Idiot!

Modern: Stupid jerk!

Peter: No one likes you!

Modern: Go away. Get lost!

Peter: Maybe, if you are lucky

Modern: God would like you.

Peter: Then, there was that girl.

Modern: She came right up to me. Her voice full of taunting.

Peter: "You are one of his friends too, aren't you?" she sneered.

Modern: What was I supposed to say?

Peter: I couldn't tell them that I liked him, could I?

Modern: Who knows what they would have done to me?

Peter:  I would have been on the chopping block right next to him.

Modern: It was easier to keep my mouth shut.

Peter: I was better off just saying, "No, I don't know him. And I could care less."

Modern: It happened a second time.

Peter: Then a third.

Modern: "Sure, you know him."

Peter: "I've seen you hanging around him."

Modern: "You were talking to him just the other day."

Peter: And I said,

Modern: "I don't know him.

Peter: I have no idea who you are talking about.

Modern: Now leave me alone.

Peter: Jesus? Who's Jesus?

Modern: Robert? Can anyone be friends with a little retard like that?

Peter: Just then a rooster crowed.

Modern: The bell rang.

Peter: Jesus looked straight at me.

Modern: Robert looked at me.

Peter: Tears came down his cheeks.

Modern: And I knew that I failed him.

Peter: I had told Jesus that everyone else would leave him, but I never would.

Modern: I told Robert I would be his friend, no matter what.

Peter: But I denied him.

Modern: I let him down right when he needed me the most.

Peter: I just wanted to die.

Modern: I wanted to run away and never be found again.

Peter: I was so embarrassed.

Both: How could I let him down like that?

Modern: God, I betrayed him.

Peter: Your Son.

Modern: A person you gave your Son for.

Peter: I treated him like he was worthless.

Modern: No good.

Peter: I lied.

Modern: I stood by and did nothing.

Peter: I deserve to die.

Modern: God, can you hear me?

Peter: Lord, can you forgive me?

Modern: God, I was so wrong.

Peter: Lord, take away my sin

Modern: for Jesus sake.

Peter: Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

Modern: and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Peter: Do not cast me from your presence 

Modern: or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Peter: Restore to me the joy of your salvation and 

Modern: grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

Peter: If we confess our sins, 

Modern: God is faithful and just 

Peter: and will forgive us our sins 

Modern: and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Peter: Jesus said

Modern: Your sins are forgiven.

Peter: Go and sin no more.

Modern: Lord, thank you for forgiving me.

Peter: Give me the strength to love others as you love me.

Modern: Give me your Spirit so that I can stick up for those who need it.

Peter: For in that I do it for the least of your brothers and sisters

Modern: I do it for you. Amen.
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