OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Maundy Thursday Service

An Order of Corporate Confession and Absolution

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per​fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

C:  Amen.

P:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;


according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

C:  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me


from my sin!

P:  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever


before me.


C:  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done


that which is evil in your sight, so that you are justified


in your sentence and blameless in your judgment.

P:  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin


did my mother conceive me.

C:  Behold, you desire truth in the inward being;

therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

P:  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me,


and I shall be whiter than snow.

C:  Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones


which you have broken rejoice.
P:  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
     Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new

      and right spirit within me.

C:  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not

      your holy Spirit from me.

P:  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me 

      with a willing spirit.

C:  Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever and ever. Amen.

P:  Since we propose to come to the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is proper that we diligently examine ourselves as Saint Paul tells us to do, for this Holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort and strengthening of those who humbly confess their sins and hunger and thirst for righteousness.

But if we thus examine ourselves, we shall find nothing in us but sin and death, from which we can in no way set ourselves free. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us and has taken on himself our nature, that in this way he might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God, and for us and for our deliver​ance suffer death and all that we by our sins have deserved. And to the end that we should the more confidently believe this and be strengthened by our faith in cheerful obedience to his holy will, he has instituted the Holy Sacrament of his Supper, in which he feeds us with his body and gives us to drink of his blood. Therefore, whoever eats of this bread and drinks from this cup, firmly believing the words of Christ, dwells in Christ, and Christ in him, and has eternal life.

We should do this also in "remembrance of him, showing his death, that he was delivered for our offenses and raised again for our justification, and giving him our most hearty thanks for this, take up our cross and follow him, and according to his com​mandment, love one another just as he has loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, just as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from this one cup.

Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to him, and implore his forgiveness.
Brief silence shall be kept for self-examination,

All:
O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you and justly deserved your present and eternal punish​ment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the sufferings and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, to be gra​cious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life.

P:  God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith
C:   Amen.
P:  As you believe, so let it be. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:   Amen.

P: May the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. Go in  peace.

C:  Amen.

The Holy Eucharist

THE PREPARATION
HYMN    LW  238    O Lord, We Praise You
P:  We are here 

C:  in the name of Jesus Christ.

ALL:  We are here because we are human - but we deny our humanity. We are stubborn fools and liars to ourselves. We do not love God nor other people as we ought. We war against life. We hurt each other. We are sorry for it and know we are sick from it. We seek new life.

P:  Giver of life, heal us and free us to be men.

ALL:  Holy Spirit, speak to us. Help us to listen, for we are very deaf.

Come, fill this moment.
Old Testament Lesson

Exodus 12: 1 - 14
Epistle Lesson


I Corinthians 11: 17 - 32
Gospel Lesson


John 13: 1 – 17, 34
HYMN
LW  96    Come To Calvary’s Holy Mountain
Sermon
John 3: 1 – 17


He Took A Towel
The Offerings are taken and kept in the back of the church.

THE MEAL

The First Action: Taking

. 
P:  If, when you are bringing your gift to the altar, you suddenly remember that your brother has a grievance against you, leave your gift where it is before the altar. First go and make peace with your brother, and only then come back and offer your gift.  Let us offer the handshake of peace.
Greet each other with the handshake of Peace.
P:  My brothers and sisters, I implore you by God's mercy to offer your very selves to him: a living sacrifice, dedicated and fit for his acceptance, the worship offered by mind and heart. Adapt yourselves no longer to the pattern of this present world, but let your minds be remade and your whole nature thus transformed. Then you will be able to discern the will of God, and to know what is good, acceptable, and perfect.
We give Thee but Thine own,

What e’er the gift may be;

All that we have is thine alone,

A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

During the singing of the Offertory hymn the bread and wine to be used in the Holy Communion together with the money offerings of the people are brought to the chancel, and placed on the altar.

ALL:  Receive, O Father, these fruits of the earth, and the products of our labors, which we offer to you in token of the sacrifice of our lives. Accept them, please, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

The Second Action: Blessing
P:   Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them up to the Lord.


P:   Let us give thanks for his glory.

C:  We give thanks; we rejoice in his presence.

P:   Thanks and praise be to you, O Father, who sent your only Son into the world to be a man, born of a woman, to die for us on a cross that was made by us.

C:  He came for us. Help us to accept his coming 

P:  He walked among us, a man, on our earth, in our world of con​flict, and commanded us to remember his death, his death which gives us life; and to wait for him until he comes again in glory. 
C:  We remember his death; we live by his presence; we wait fur his coming.
P:   On the night when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,:  "Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, "Drink of it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." Therefore, remembering his' death, believ​ing in his rising from the grave, affirming his presence, now, in this place, we obey his command; we await the gift of himself.

C:  Come, Lord Jesus, come.

P:  Send down on us, O Father, the spirit of life and power, glory and love, that in this Holy Communion we may be made one with him, and he with us, and that we may remain faithful members of his body until we eat with him in his heavenly kingdom.

C:  Come, risen Lord, live in us that we may live in you.

P:  Now with all the faithful who ever were, are, and will be, with all creation in all time, with joy we sing (say):

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty. All space and all time show forth your glory now and always. Amen.

P:   And now, in the words of our Lord, we are bold to pray:   Our Father who art in heaven . . .

The Third Action: Breaking

P:   (breaking the bread before the people): The gifts of God for the people of God.

C:  Amen.

The Fourth Action: Sharing

DISTRIBUTION
LW  240    Draw Near And Take The Body Of        


The Lord
HYMNS

LW  239    Soul, Adorn Yourself With 



Gladness
When all have communed   

P:   Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C:   And his steadfast love lasts forever.

ALL:   My soul, give thanks to the Lord; all my being, bless his holy name. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, and never forget all his blessings. It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of your ills, who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with love and compassion, who fills your life with good things, renewing your youth like an eagle's. Give thanks to the Lord, all his works, in every place where he rules. My soul, give thanks to the Lord! Give praise to the Father almighty, to his Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord, to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts, both now and forever. Amen.
P:  Go. Serve the Lord. You are free.
C:  Amen.

While all meditate on our Lord’s Passion, the Altar is stripped of all its adornments.
DEPARTURE HYMN    LW  101    In The Cross Of Christ I Glory
Soli Deo gloria

