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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
(THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD)

11th and Holliday Streets, P. O. Box 126
Wichita Falls, Texas 76307-0126
(940) 322-6112; Fax: 322-6135; Website: www.saintpaullutheran.org
The Reverend Thomas V. Handrick, Pastor

	SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL AGES	9:00 A.M.
	SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE	10:15 A.M.
	MONDAY EVENING ADULT BIBLE STUDY	7:00 P.M.
	ADVENT AND LENT WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS	7:30 P.M.

                    

WELCOME TO THIS DIVINE WORSHIP SERVICE!  We thank God that you are here and pray that He will nurture us with His Holy Word and the blessed Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (if it is included in this worship service) and that His Holy Spirit will lead us to respond with praise and thanksgiving through the prayers, hymns, and liturgy of this worship service.

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD (LCMS) is our affiliate church body and, as such, we fully embrace her confessional Bible-based Christ-centered teachings and practices; joyfully proclaim GOD'S FREE GIFT of SALVATION by GRACE through SPIRIT-GIVEN FAITH in GOD’S SON, OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST; and conscientiously support and nurture that faith with GOD'S HOLY WORD and BLESSED SACRAMENTS in our personal, family, and congregational settings.  We cordially invite you to speak with our pastor about any related spiritual matters.

WE CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER (HOLY COMMUNION) in the glad confidence and bold confession that it is the sacred means of grace that Jesus Himself instituted in which God gives us Christ’s real body and blood in, with, and under ordinary bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28a, 1 Cor. 10:24-27); through which He gives His gracious gifts of forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:28b), salvation, and eternal life gained by Christ’s life, suffering, death, and resurrection to all who commune worthily; and by which He strengthens our union with Him and one another.  Sadly, all who commune unworthily do so to their judgment. (1 Cor. 11:27-29)  In addition, participation in Holy Communion gives a public testimony of agreement with the Bible-based truths that we believe, teach, and confess in this local setting. (Acts 2:42; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 10:17 & 11:26)
	Because we conscientiously desire to safeguard the spiritual security of members and non-members alike as well as the sanctity of the Lord’s Supper, we strive to faithfully follow the historic practice of “close(d) communion.”  That is, we welcome all to participate with us who (1) have received a proper Christian baptism; (2) have been instructed in and confirmed the Bible-based truths that we believe, teach, and confess together with other congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; (3) continue to believe that The Holy Bible is altogether God-inspired truth; (4) repent of all sins; (5) yearn to be reconciled with everyone even as God reconciles us with Himself; and (6) are not affiliated with a church or other organization with which we are not in fellowship.  Therefore, we kindly request that anyone who desires to receive Holy Communion in our setting but does not comply with all of the above items speak with our pastor first. (1 Cor. 4:1)

ALL WORSHIPPERS, kindly complete an attendance card that is in the pew racks, circle the names of those who will participate in Holy Communion (if it is included in this worship service), and pass it to the outside end of your pew where the ushers will collect them after they have received the offerings.

THURsday, APRIL 8, 2004	MAUNDY THURSDAY

NARRATIVE DIVINE WORSHIP SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION

§: Worshippers may enter and be seated at these times.

UPPER CASE bold italicIZED “BOOK ANTIQUA” ITEMS
are to be sung according to the settings in TLH.
UPPER CASE BOLD STRAIGHT “ARIAL” ITEMS
are to be spoken by the congregation.
UPPER CASE BOLD ITALICIZED “ARIAL” ITEMS
are to be spoken by the congregation and pastor together.

WIRELESS HEARING AID DEVICES
are available for anyone who would benefit from such.
Please speak with an usher if you desire one.

Kindly silence your cell phone or pager so it will not disturb this divine worship service.  Thank you for your kind consideration about this.

§	THE TIME FOR REVERENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION

The PRE-WORSHIP Note

	For a thousand years the Hebrews celebrated the Passover to commemorate the "saving event" in their history.  The ritual called for bitter herbs and wine, but most of all it called for a lamb.  The paschal lamb reminded them of how a lamb's blood, painted on the lintels of their fathers' doorways, had saved their fathers from the angel of death that fateful night in Egypt; the herbs recalled their bitter suffering in the wilderness and through the centuries following.
	In the strange way our Lord has of reaching in both directions at one time, He allowed the covenant people to draw their identity from the Passover/Red Sea experience, but He used the event as a "sign" of the salvation to come.  The lamb of the Passover was the sign for the true Paschal Lamb, Jesus Christ.  It is questionable whether the Hebrew saw the connection, but in the total perspective of God’s plan of salvation the “sign” is unmistakable.
	The divine worship service tonight is hopefully enhanced by superimposing the Old Testament concepts of the lamb on the New Testament liturgical form our worship in Holy Communion has taken.  The Old commemorates the sign; the New celebrates the Reality.  The one is prophetic; the other is fulfillment.  Two narrators will trace the themes.  Their comments will separate and converge, touching at last in the awesome moment of confrontation in the Passover in the upper room, that night in which our Lord was betrayed.  After that the "sign" is finished; the "Reality" is placed on the altar of Calvary's hill, where He gives His life for the world.  No longer now do we paint blood on the lintels of the doorways of our homes; now the blood of the Paschal Lamb is, by faith, upon the doorway of our hearts.
	May the narration during this divine worship service add a little more to your understanding of the Blessed Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and deepen your worship during this time.

"Christ our Passover Lamb is sacrificed for us.”
“Alleluia!"

§	THE GREETING AND WORSHIP INFORMATION

The Processional

	“XXX” [XXX]

The Opening Hymn [TLH #XXX] (STAND)

	“XXX”

The Introduction of the Themes

	Theme A:	The Historian
	The Sign, the Paschal Lamb [Exodus 12:1-4 (OT XXX)]
	Theme B: 	The Interpreter
	The Reality, the Christ [Galatians 4:4-7 NT XXX)]

The Entrance/Processional [Psalms 118 & 114]

(These two entrance Psalms are from the Hillel Psalms [113-118] sung at the Passover, and undoubtedly used by our Lord the night in which He was betrayed.)

Psalm ll8 (TJB; A Processional Hymn for the Feast of Tabernacles)

Give thanks to Yahweh, for He is good, His love is everlasting!  Let the House of Israel say it, "His love is everlasting!"

(CHOIR) LET THE HOUSE OF AARON SAY IT, "HIS LOVE IS EVERLASTING!  LET THOSE WHO FEAR YAHWEH SAY IT, "HIS LOVE IS EVERLASTING!"

(PEOPLE) Hard-pressed I invoked Yahweh, HE HEARD ME AND CAME TO MY RELIEF.  WITH YAHWEH ON MY SIDE, I FEAR NOTHING: WHAT CAN MAN DO TO ME?  WITH YAHWEH ON MY SIDE, BEST HELP OF ALL, I CAN TRIUMPH OVER MY ENEMIES.  I WOULD RATHER TAKE REFUGE IN YAHWEH THAN RELY ON MEN; I WOULD RATHER TAKE REFUGE IN YAHWEH THAN RELY ON PRINCES.

(CHOIR) THE PAGANS WERE SWARMING 'ROUND ME, IN THE NAME OF YAHWEH I CUT THEM DOWN; THEY SWARMED 'ROUND ME CLOSER AND CLOSER, IN THE NAME OF YAHWEH I CUT THEM DOWN; THEY SWARMED 'ROUND ME LIKE BEES, THEY BLAZED LIKE A THORN-FIRE, IN THE NAME OF YAHWEH I CUT THEM DOWN.

I was pressed, pressed, about to fall, but Yahweh came to my help; Yahweh is my strength and my song, He has been my Savior.

(PEOPLE) SHOUTS OF JOY AND SAFETY IN THE TENTS OF THE VIRTUOUS; YAHWEH'S RIGHT HAND IS WREAKING HAVOC! YAHWEH'S RIGHT HAND IS WINNING, YAHWEH'S RIGHT HAND IS WREAKING HAVOC!

No, I shall not die, I shall live to recite the deeds of Yahweh; though Yahweh has punished me often, He has not abandoned me to Death.

(CHOIR) OPEN THE GATES OF VIRTUE TO ME, I WILL COME IN AND GIVE THANKS TO YAHWEH.  THIS IS YAHWEH'S GATEWAY, THROUGH WHICH THE VIRTUOUS MAY ENTER.  I THANK YOU FOR HAVING HEARD ME, YOU HAVE BEEN MY SAVIOUR.

(PEOPLE) IT WAS THE STONE REJECTED BY THE BUILDERS THAT PROVED TO BE THE KEYSTONE; THIS IS YAHWEH'S DOING AND IT IS WONDERFUL TO SEE.  THIS IS THE DAY MADE MEMORABLE BY YAHWEH, WHAT IMMENSE JOY FOR US!

Please, Yahweh, please save us.  Please, Yahweh, please give us prosperity.  Blessings on Him who comes in the name of Yahweh!  We bless You from the house of Yahweh.  Yahweh is God, He smiles on us.  With branches in your hands draw up in procession as far as the horns of the altar.

(PEOPLE) YOU ARE MY GOD, I GIVE YOU THANKS, I EXTOL YOU, MY GOD; I GIVE YOU THANKS FOR HAVING HEARD ME, YOU HAVE BEEN MY SAVIOUR.  GIVE THANKS TO YAHWEH, FOR HE IS GOOD.

Psalm 114 (TJB; A Hymn for the Passover)

WHEN ISRAEL CAME OUT OF EGYPT, THE HOUSE OF JACOB FROM A FOREIGN NATION, JUDAH BECAME HIS SANCTUARY
AND ISRAEL HIS DOMAIN.
THE SEA FLED AT THE SIGHT, THE JORDAN STOPPED FLOWING, THE MOUNTAINS SKIPPED LIKE RAMS, AND LIKE LAMBS, THE HILLS.
SEA, WHAT MAKES YOU RUN AWAY?  JORDAN, WHY STOP FLOWING?  WHY SKIP LIKE RAMS, YOU MOUNTAINS?  WHY LIKE LAmbS, YOU HILLS?
HIS LOVE IS EVERLASTING!  QUAKE, EARTH, AT THE COMING OF YOUR MASTER, AT THE COMING OF THE GOD OF JACOB, WHO TURNS ROCK INTO POOL, FLINT INTO FOUNTAIN.

The Gloria Patri [TLH P. 16]

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY GHOST; AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN. (SIT)
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The NarratioN

(INTERPRETER) The wonder of the ancient mass, source for our divine worship service with Holy Communion this evening, retells the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  To anyone who listens closely, the story unfolds step by step, reaching its climax in the "resurrection appearances of Christ" in the distribution of the bread and wine of the Sacrament.
	This is Maundy Thursday evening, the night in which we traditionally celebrate the upper room experience with its emphasis on the establishment of the new covenant in His body and blood under the visible sacramental elements.  Normally Lutherans begin the order of worship with a Confession of Sins and Absolution.  This evening we have elected to place the Confession later in the worship service.
	If you will allow me, I would like to briefly retell the life of Christ as a demonstration of the “story line" of the worship sequence.  You, as congregation, together with the Officiant this evening, will supplement the story line with the time-tested versicles, hymns, and prayers of the church's historical liturgy for Holy Communion.  The "Historian" will trace a third line, which follows the Passover lamb from the first Passover to the upper room Communion table.

(HISTORIAN) The exodus of Israel out of Egypt under Moses' leadership is dated about thirteen hundred years before the birth of Christ.  The event has been commemorated annually among the Israelites and Jews throughout all these thirty-seven hundred years since.  Each year the commemoration involves rituals that symbolically rehearse the flight from Egypt and all the bitterness that has marked their history.  Always, for the Israelites and the Jews, the commemoration has been a time to look back.
	The commemoration celebrates the Passover.  The descendants of Joseph, son of Jacob, had stayed on in Egypt after the dreadful famine years that drew them there.  Several centuries passed.  They became slaves in Egypt.  When their situation worsened, Yahweh, God, came to Moses at the burning bush, and pressed him into service as liberator of the slaves.  Pharaoh refused to release the slaves until the awesome tenth plague in which the firstborn in every Egyptian household, including the palace, was found dead one morning.

(INTERPRETER) Throughout the Old Testament times (and still in the New, for that matter), one cry has dominated the family of man:

The Kyrie [TLH Page 17]

LORD, HAVE MERCY UPON US.  CHRIST, HAVE MERCY UPON US.  LORD, HAVE MERCY UPON US.
The Narration

(INTERPRETER) God's answer to that cry is tucked away in a gentle story in His revelation and in a forlorn stable in a little Palestinian village.  At least His answer begins there, for it is in the Person of the Baby of Bethlehem that the Son of God was made incarnate, born in human flesh to reconcile the Creator to His wayward creature.  Angels announced the birth and hosts of angels sang the praises of God at the onset of His great plan for our salvation.

The Gloria in Excelsis [TLH Pages 17-19; Christmas revisited]

Glory be to God on high: AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN.  WE PRAISE THEE, WE BLESS THEE, WE WORSHIP THEE, WE GLORIFY THEE, WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE, FOR THY GREAT GLORY.  O LORD GOD HEAV'NLY KING, GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY.  O LORD, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, JESUS CHRIST; O LORD GOD, LAMB OF GOD, SON OF THE FATHER, THAT TAKEST AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, HAVE MERCY UPON US.  THOU THAT TAKEST AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.  THOU THAT SITTEST AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER, HAVE MERCY UPON US.  FOR THOU ONLY ART HOLY; THOU ONLY ART THE LORD.  THOU ONLY, O CHRIST, WITH THE HOLY GHOST, ART mOST HIGH IN THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER.  AMEN.

The Narration

(HISTORIAN) The ten plagues on Egypt were designed to bring freedom to the slaves.  When the doom of the last plague was announced, special instructions were also announced among the slaves.  They were, among other things, to choose a male lamb, without blemish, … butcher it, cook it, and
in the dark of that night, eat it.  Blood from the lamb was to be smeared on the door of the slaves' hovels.  The angel of judgment “passed over” every house where the casements were blood-stained.  To the sound of terrible weeping, liberation began the next morning as the slaves, under Moses, moved out of the land.

The Salutation [TLH Page 19] (STAND)

The Lord be with you.  AND WITH THY SPIRIT.

The Collect for Maundy Thursday

O LORD JESUS, SINCE YOU HAVE LEFT US A MEMORIAL OF YOUR PASSION IN A WONDERFUL SACRAMENT, GRANT, WE PRAY, THAT WE MAY SO USE THIS SACRAMENT OF YOUR BODY AND BLOOD THAT THE FRUITS OF YOUR REDEEMING WORK MAY CONTINUALLY BE MANIFEST IN US; FOR YOU LIVE AND REIGN WITH THE FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, ONE GOD, NOW AND FOREVER.  AMEN. (SIT)

The Narration Continues

(HISTORIAN) The Israelites used the great Exodus event as source-point for their being. The celebration of the Passover commemorated the emotion-packed night and morning of their liberation. Each year lambs were used in the Passover meal. Every house- hold in which people identified with the Exodus event celebrated, sacrificed a lamb. It was a mighty memorial feast to the birth-event of a people.

(INTERPRETER) The Child grew to maturity.  About that time John the Baptist appeared on the sweep of history and the banks of the Jordan.  His mission was to be herald to the Messiah.  He preached repentance and baptism.  "Make a level highway for the Lord," he cried to all who came to hear him.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON [Exodus 12:1-14  (OT XXX)]

THE EPISTLE LESSON [Hebrews 10:15-25  (NT XXX)]

The Narration Continues

(HISTORIAN) Israel may have looked back when she celebrated the Passover.  God looked forward in anticipation.  God had a "plan of salvation" which He most carefully unfolded through the years.  The plan in its totality had its own perspective.  It was not by chance that a lamb was chosen nor yet that its blood was painted on the doorposts.  In perspective, the lamb and the blood became "signs" (or types), which pointed to and would be fulfilled in the New Testament.  (A sign is an event that carries within itself some of the reality of the event to which it points.)  It is because Jesus Christ would one day give His life for the salvation of the world as the true Paschal Lamb, that a lamb was used and the doorways were adorned with its blood, for He would stay the judgment when His blood (that is, His vicarious death) adorned a person's heart.

THE GOSPEL LESSON [Luke 22:7-20  (NT XXX)] (STAND)

After the announcement of the Gospel Lesson:
GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD!

After the Gospel Lesson has been read:
Thus far the reading of the Gospel Lesson.  PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST!

THE NICENE CREED [TLH Page 22]

(We confidently confess what we believe about the One True Triune God.)

	I BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND OF ALL THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE.
	AND IN ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, BEGOTTEN OF HIS FATHER BEFORE ALL WORLDS, GOD OF GOD, LIGHT OF LIGHT, VERY GOD OF VERY GOD, BEGOTTEN, NOT MADE, BEING OF ONE SUBSTANCE WITH THE FATHER, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE; WHO FOR US MEN AND FOR OUR SALVATION CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND WAS INCARNATE BY THE HOLY GHOST OF THE VIRGIN MARY AND WAS MADE MAN; AND WAS CRUCIFIED ALSO FOR US UNDER PONTIUS PILATE.  HE SUFFERED AND WAS BURIED; AND THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES; AND ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER; AND HE SHALL COME AGAIN WITH GLORY TO JUDGE BOTH THE QUICK AND THE DEAD; WHOSE KINGDOM SHALL HAVE NO END.
	AND I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST, THE LORD AND GIVER OF LIFE, WHO PROCEEDETH FROM THE FATHER AND THE SON, WHO WITH THE FATHER AND THE SON TOGETHER IS WORSHIPED AND GLORIFIED, WHO SPAKE BY THE PROPHETS.  AND I BELIEVE ONE HOLY CHRISTIAN AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH.  I ACKNOWLEDGE ONE BAPTISM FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, AND I LOOK FOR THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD TO COME.  AMEN.  (Sit)

§	THE SERMON HYMN [TLH #XXX] 

	“XXX”

THE SERMON:	XXX (Stand)

	(Sit) Theme:	“XXX”

		   	I.	XXX. (XX)

			II.	XXX. (XX)

			III.	XXX. (XX)

			IV.	XXX. (XX)

(Stand) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

The Offertory [TLH Pages 22-23; Setting His face toward Jerusalem]

CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART, O GOD, AND RENEW A RIGHT SPIRIT WITHIN ME.  CAST ME NOT AWAY FROM THY PRESENCE, AND TAKE NOT THY HOLY SPIRIT FROM ME.  RESTORE UNTO ME THE JOY OF THY SALVATION; AND UPHOLD ME WITH THY FREE SPIRIT.  AMEN. (Sit)

THE ATTENDANCE REGISTRATION AND OFFERINGS

God earnestly desires that our presence and participation in this divine worship service along with the monetary gifts we return to Him at this time be joyful responses of thankful praise to Him for the mercy and grace He freely and generously gives us through Jesus Christ, Who lived, suffered, died, and arose from the dead for our forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life.  ALL WORSHIPPERS, kindly complete an attendance card that is in the pew racks, circle the names of those who will participate in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (if it is included in this worship service), and pass it to the outside end of your pew where the ushers will collect them after they have received the offerings.

THE VOLUNTARY

	“XXX” [XXX]

THE OFFERINGS PRAYER [Pastor]

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (STAND)

(We pray together with fellow Christians throughout the world, presenting petitions & thanksgivings that pertain to a variety of desires & blessings received.)

XXX

The Preface

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  You bid Your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God.

The Narration

(HISTORIAN) Every year the Passover arrived.  Many people traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate it there.  The temple authorities and the merchants imported lambs for the festive tables of natives and visitors alike.  Each family selected its lamb on the 14th day of Nisan and kept it for the prescribed eight days of the festival.  Everywhere in the city one could hear bleating.  In every lull in the "Hosanna's" at the Sunday parade Jesus heard it.  In the temple that evening He opened the animal pens to crescendo of bleating.  Every bleat of every lamb became a knell for Him.
	The blood of the sacrificial lambs flowed freely.  The priests, connoisseurs of lambs (they must be tender, unblemished, perfect) tested their quality.  But it was all routine, all superficial.  The true Lamb stood in the midst of the bleating and the slaughter, and no one noticed Him.

(INTERPRETER) When the Father's appointed time came, Jesus set out for Jerusalem.  Upon arrival He commandeered a donkey and rode into the city to the great acclaim of the people.  They lined the streets crying: "Hosanna, Hosanna to the Son of David.  Hosanna in the highest!

The Sanctus [TLH Page 26; The Triumphal Entry]

… Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD OF SABAOTH; HEAV’N AND EARTH ARE FULL OF THY GLORY; HOSANNA, HOSANNA, HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.  BLESSED IS HE, BLESSED IS HE, BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.  HOSANNA, HOSANNA, HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.

The Narration

(HISTORIAN) On Thursday Jesus requisitioned a room to celebrate the Passover with His disciples.  Preparations included baking the unleavened bread, preparing the herbs and wine, and the slaughter of a lamb large enough to feed Jesus and His twelve guests.  All afternoon the lamb roasted on a crosslike spit; one branch penetrated its length, the other separated its front feet; no bone of it had been broken.  The guests gathered at the appointed time.  They were early; the preparation of the lamb was not completed.  The savory odors permeated the house and easily found their way to the upper room.

(INTERPRETER) On Thursday evening Jesus gathered with His disciples in the upper room.  He spoke with them of many things.  "I am the Vine, you are the branches," He said.  He washed the disciples' feet.  Then, needing again to know the love of His Father, and burdened with His own unique burdens, He knelt in prayer to pray the great High Priestly Prayer.  One of the great petitions of the prayer was that His people all might be one.

THE LORD’S PRAYER [TLH Page 27]

(We pray the perfect prayer that Jesus Himself taught His disciples.)

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER AND EVER.  AMEN.

The Narration

(INTERPRETER) Chief among the upper room events was the establishment of the new covenant to replace the old.  Mount Sinai was done.  The grace of God in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, salvation, and eternal life replaced it.  His own body and blood were given as the sign and seal of His faithfulness.

(HISTORIAN) At last the cooking of the lamb was finished.  The good woman of the house sent up word.  Jesus and His guests gathered around the table.  The Passover meal that he had desired to eat with them began.  The glasses of wine were drunk; the herbs and matzos were eaten …

The Consecration (Maundy Thursday)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed …

The Narration

(HISTORIAN) With His own hands Jesus moved cups and cruets, platters and plates away from the center of the table.  The lamb, the sign, was set before Him.  He sat in their midst, took up the meat of the lamb, blessed it, raised His eyes to God, and offered praise.  The flesh of the Passover lamb burned in His mouth as He ate it.

The Consecration

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of Me.”

After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The Narration

(HISTORIAN) Now the type, the sign, is finished.  That which it had prefigured since the days of Moses had come.  The lamb had served God's purposes; now the Lamb would do God's will.

The Hymn [TLH #XXX]

	“XXX”

The Narration

(INTERPRETER) Some liberties have been taken with the normal Order.  It is here, just for tonight, that the Confession of Sins and Absolution are placed.  Between the Confession and Absolution is the Agnus Dei, offering a quiet glimpse of the Lamb that takes away the sins of the world.

The Confession of Sins

O ALMIGHTY GOD, MERCIFUL FATHER, I, A POOR, MISERABLE SINNER, CONFESS UNTO THEE ALL MY SINS AND INIQUITIES WITH WHICH I HAVE EVER OFFENDED THEE AND JUSTLY DESERVED THY TEMPORAL AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.  BUT I AM HEARTILY SORRY FOR THEM AND SINCERELY REPENT OF THEM, AND I PRAY THEE OF THY BOUNDLESS MERCY AND FOR THE SAKE OF THE HOLY, INNOCENT, BITTER SUFFERINGS AND DEATH OF THY BELOVED SON, JESUS CHRIST, TO BE GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL TO ME, A POOR, SINFUL BEING.

The Agnus Dei [TLH Page 28; Good Friday)

O CHRIST, THOU LAMB OF GOD, THAT TAKEST AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, HAVE MERCY UPON US.  O CHRIST, THOU LAMB OF GOD, THAT TAKEST AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, HAVE MERCY UPON US.  O CHRIST, THOU LAMB OF GOD, THAT TAKEST AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, GRANT US THY PEACE.  AMEN.

The Absolution

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

The Narration

(INTERPRETER) When the sacrifice was done, Christ was wrapped in the winding sheet and sealed in the tomb.  On Easter dawn He burst forth from the tomb and showed Himself alive to His disciples and the world.  Now the risen and reigning Christ, in a most unique and sacramental way, comes to us in, with, and under ordinary bread and wine and declares Himself alive again.  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENTAL ELEMENTS [Easter]

Please Note:  We respectfully ask all who desire to participate in this blessed sacrament to carefully read, review, and abide by the information in the item entitled “The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion)” on pages 1-2 of this worship bulletin as well as on the backside of the “Worship and Holy Communion Attendance Registration” card.  We appreciate your kind compliance.

THE PRAYER BEFORE RECEIVING COMMUNION

Dear Savior, I approach Your table at Your gracious invitation to eat and drink your holy body and blood.  Make me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy sacrament in true faith and humble repentance for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

THE PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING COMMUNION

Dear Lord Jesus, I thank and praise You that You have again refreshed me with the gift of Your body and blood in this comforting sacrament.  Bless my participation with peace and joy in the knowledge that You have reconciled me with God.  I ask this in Your holy name.  Amen.

THE POST-DISTRIBUTION HYMN [TLH #313 (Stanzas 1-2)] 

	“O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

the Farewell Discourse Readings 

John 13:33-35 and 14:1-7 (NT XXX)

John 15:1-7 (NT XXX)

John 16:1-15 (NT XXX)

The Nunc Dimittis (TLH Pages 29-30; Response and Pledge of Life)

LORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE ACCORDING TO THY WORD, FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION: WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLE, A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES AND THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL.  GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY GHOST; AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.

The Collect of Thanksgiving

O God the Father, Fount and Source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament; and we beg You not to forsake Your children, but evermore to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  Amen.

The Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace ().  Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN [TLH #313 (Stanza 3)] 

	“O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

The Recessional

NOTES ON MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP
	Commemoration of the night in which our Lord was betrayed is very much in order.  The upper room discourses and the "High Priestly" prayer are sublime.  The institution of the Eucharist as a Sacrament to be done "in remembrance of" Him fairly begs the repetition of it on the traditional night of its origin.  The high drama of the confrontation of the paschal lamb and Christ, our Passover Lamb, needs constant reviewing.  The establishment of the "new covenant in My blood," to replace the old Sinaitic covenant born in thunder and fear, offers profound opportunity to rejoice in the Gospel.  The Family gathers around its Head Master at the holy table, eager to know again His gentle touch in the bread and wine, and to hold hands each with the other in the wonder of community.  Here at the table is the Christian church at its deepest and most sacred moment.
	Many attempts have been made to link the Seder and the Maundy Thursday celebration of the Sacrament.  Through an "historian" the attempt presented here picks up the Passover lamb as a type of Christ, recounts the divine directives for the lamb, presents the city scene at that fatal Passover, finally singling out one lamb to be spitted, roasted, and served at the upper room commemoration.  Interwoven with the historian's account is the running commentary on the salvation history recounted in the mass.  The historian's narration concludes at the table in the upper room; the commentator's remarks continue; for Christ, our Passover Lamb sacrificed for us, is yet to be memorialized and His presence experienced.
	This service takes liberty with the Confession and Absolution.  Instead of appearing at the beginning of the service, it appears at the Good Friday memorial and immediately preceding the "Easter" event.  It is not disconcerting, for it brings into sharp focus the purpose of the cross and the splendor of the Resurrection.

    TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY!    
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