Last year we switched to the Revised Common Lectionary. This Sunday is the first time I can recall ever seeing the bent-over woman of Luke 13 as a Gospel lesson. She is one of my favorite ladies. I got so excited I wrote her a narrative hymn. Feel free to steal. Any 11.11.11.11. will work as a tune but I preferred St. Denio "Immortal, Invisible" which is LW #451 and copyrighted by CPH.

On Sabbath a woman appeared at the door

bent over and broken and down on all four.

Now when Jesus saw her he gave her his hand

And suddenly she was quite able to stand.

The leaders and teachers said, "You've bent the rules.

You've broken our Sabbath and made us seem fools.

Creation has ordered her sad earthly lot.

She must be content with the fate that she's got."

"You hypocrites shouting your insincere cants

Feed cattle for profit for your own advance, 

While this child of Abraham gives God the praise

You cannot stop foolishly counting the days."

Now all men and women can walk straight and tall.

There's no Jew or Gentile. There's one God of all.

We all can stand tall and walk upright and free.

We'll all work together through eternity. 
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