Yeah...Right!

A Christmas Service for Children and Adults

by Jim Butler

Note: This service is a "play within a play." In addition to the normal groups of children, you will need someone to play the director and to play Jennifer/Jason. The parts of the director and Jennifer/Jason should be memorized.

Use modern clothing throughout. However, Jennifer/Jason should be dressed more as a "kid from the streets." Removable tattoos would be a plus! Have fun!

Note: One church renamed this “The Passion in the Pageant” which I thought was a great name. They also divided the director’s part among two people and Jennifer/Jason among three kids who were skateboarding outside. It worked very well.

--Jim 

---------------------------------------------------

Opening Hymn Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

During the opening hymn, the children, teachers, and director process in and sit down. At the end of the hymn, the director stands.

Director:  That's very good. You've got the walking in part down very well. And I don't think I've heard you sing better. Now, who has the welcoming? (Person with first part raises hand.) OK, go practice it.

1. Welcome to our service in the name of Jesus, the New born King. We are here to rejoice in his birth today.

2.  When Jesus was born, God began a new chapter in human history. Through Jesus' birth, death, and resurrection, he made a new people the people of God.

3. We are special people to God. He created us special. He gave his special Son Jesus to be our Savior. He gave us the special gift of the Holy Spirit.

(As the above is spoken Jennifer/Jason (simply Jennifer from here on out) starts coming down the aisle. She is looking at the church and the pews. She appears to be looking for something but can't find it.)

Director:  Good job. Excuse me, can I help you?

Jennifer:  Yeah. You got a bathroom in this place? I was walking by and well...y'know.

Director:  Well, yes. Its right through that door. Please help yourself. (Jennifer exits)

Well, now. Where were we? Oh, right. Time for the next song. Let's continue.

HYMN Oh Come, All Ye Faithful

During the last hymn stanza, Jennifer comes back out and walks around the front of the church, looking at everything. Following the hymn:

Director:  Do you need help finding the restroom?

Jennifer: No. I found it OK. Y'know, I ain't never been in a church before, unless it was for a funeral or something. Whacha doin'?

Director:  Were practicing for a Christmas program. The children in our Sunday School will be leading the service next Sunday.

Jennifer:  Get out. I only thought preachers did that kind of stuff.

Director:  No. Anyone can tell other people how much God loves them and cares for them.

Jennifer: Oh, don't give me that. God doesn't love people. Well, he doesn't love me anyway! 

Director:  Of course he does. (Pause) Tell you what: why don't you stay here with us as we practice our program. If you have any questions, you can ask as we go through the service.

Jennifer:  Sounds OK. Its not like I was doing anything anyway. By the way, my name's Jennifer.

Director:   OK, Jennifer, then take a seat. (Jennifer sits in a front pew). OK, let's pick it up with God's creation. Next group.

11. God made us. He created us to serve him.

12. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Gen. 1:1   

13. "Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

14. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. Gen. 1:26-27

15. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. Gen 1:31

Jennifer: Wait a minute. Are you trying to say that God created the world? That God made me?

Director:  Yes. God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them. God even made you, Jennifer. 

HYMN 
Jennifer: Now wait a minute. God made the world, right? And God is supposed to be all good and loving, right? Then why is this world in the mess that its in? God didn't make it like this, did he?

Director:  As a matter of fact, he didn't. But we chose to disobey God. Class, let's show Jennifer the next part of the program.

15. The LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the people he had made. 

16. And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground --trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

17. And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

18. But Adam and Eve disobeyed God. Tricked by the serpent, they ate the fruit and were condemned to death.

19. Through Adam sin entered the world and death through sin. In this way, death came to all people. 

Jennifer (interrupting): Wait a minute! You mean to tell me that just because two people ate some kumquat or something, we have to die? How could God get so angry over some grapefruit?

Director:  It wasn't the fruit, Jennifer. It was the fact they disobeyed God and did exactly what he told them not to do. And while they started things in the wrong direction, we also do things that God tells us not to do.

Jennifer: So God just leaves us with death?

Director:  No, God did something wonderful. God promised to send a Savior.

19. God promised Adam and Eve that He would send the Seed of the Woman to crush the serpent's head.

20. God promised that the Savior would be born of a virgin. Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  (Isa. 7:14)   

21. He promised the Savior would be born in Bethlehem:

32.  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. " (Micah 5:2)   

23. He promised the Savior would be His Son:

24. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. (Isa. 9:6 -7)   

25. He promised the Savior would die for our sin:

26. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.   But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  (Isa. 53:4 -5)

HYMN Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel

Jennifer: OK, so God promised to send a Savior. So then what?

Director: Well, after thousands of years, God kept his promise. he sent an angel to Galilee, to a girl named Mary to tell her the news that she would be the mother of the Savior.

27. In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,   to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary.  

28. The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you."   

29. Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  

30.  But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.   

31. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."  

32. "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 

33. The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  For nothing is impossible with God." 

34.  "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38)

HYMN  Lo, How Rose is Growing or Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Jennifer: Hey, that's pretty cool stuff. Y'know, this Mary and everything. So I guess, this Mary must have been a pretty rich girl and stuff.

Director:  Why do you say that?

Jennifer: Well, didn't the angel say that she was going to be the mother of God's Son? God isn't going to be born in any barn or anything. He'd be in a nice place or a first-class hospital. Y'know, where the rich folk hang out.

Director:  Well, the truth is, Jennifer, Jesus, God's Son, was born in a barn! But it didn't happen the way anyone expected it to.

35. In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  

36. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  

37 And everyone went to his own town to register.  

38. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 

39. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  

40. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  (Luke 2:1-7)

Jennifer: Get out! You mean that kid we always see in the manger is God's Son? I don't believe it.

Director:  Believe it, Jennifer. God's Son came to earth in very humble circumstances. He lived his whole life as a poor person. God often exalts the poor and humble while bringing down the rich and secure. In fact, the first people to hear about Jesus were poor shepherds.

HYMN What Child Is This?

41. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.   

42. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.   

43. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."   

44. Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  

45. When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  

46. So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  

47.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

48.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. (Luke 2:8-18, 20)

HYMN Away in a Manger or Angels We Have Heard On High or Go Tell It On the Mountain

Jennifer: Wow. That's pretty neat. God's Son come to earth. I guess everyone was pretty happy about it. They probably did all kinds of good things for him.

Director: As a matter of fact, Jennifer, a lot of people weren't happy about it at all. King Herod tried to kill him while he was a child. When he grew up, the religious leaders framed him for treason and killed him.

Jennifer: They did what?

Director: They killed him. They nailed him to the cross and left him there to die. 

Jennifer: Get out!

Director: But Jennifer, Jesus' death was very important. You see, Jesus was God's Son. Jesus lived a perfect life. And when Jesus died, he took the blame for all the things we did wrong. God accepts all of us because of Jesus.

Jennifer: God doesn't want me. I've done. . .things. I've got. . .issues.

Director: God does want you. God accepts you, just as you are.

Jennifer: Now wait a minute. No one dies for someone else. Now, maybe if you are a really good person, someone might die for you.

Director: But God shows his love for us in this:  while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. You see, Jennifer, the greatest Christmas present ever given isn't found under any tree, he was placed on one--the tree of the cross.

Jennifer: They killed him? He died. . .for me? That's pretty sad news!

Director: Yes it is. But Jesus' death isn't the end of the story.

Jennifer: Its not? 

Director: No. Because Jesus rose again on Easter Sunday.

49.  After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  

50.  There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  

51.  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.  

52.  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  

53.  The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay." 

54.  So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. (Matt. 28:1-6,8)

Director: You see, Jennifer, Christmas really came at Easter. On Easter, God opened his package--and it was empty! Jesus rose from the dead and he saved all of us.

Jennifer: So, how do I get this forgiveness and everything?

Director: You simply believe it. You believe that Jesus was born for you. You believe that Jesus died for you. You believe that Jesus rose for you. You believe it--and you are forgiven.

Jennifer: You mean I don't have to earn it? I don't have to work for God's love? He just gives it to me?

Director: God just gives it to you.

Jennifer: Oh, come on! Nobody gives something for nothing! It just doesn't work that way!

 Director: That's true. But you see, God paid the price for our forgiveness. God gave his Son as our Christmas present. So while forgiveness cost God a great deal, its a free gift to us. The Bible tells us that the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus. God's forgiveness is a gift to you.

Jennifer: God's gift? Forgiveness? For me!

Director: For you! Right class?

Class: Right!

Jennifer: Jesus, God's Son, came for me. Christmas really is special because God is someone special.

Kids Sing: Someone Special
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