Some Facts about the Unchurched

From George Barna, Re-Churching the Unchurched (Ventura, CA: Isaachar Resources, 2000).

· Not "People persons." The unchurched tend to be combative, less relational, lonelier, and less flexible than the general population.

· The chances of coming on their own, without a personal invitation, are slim. Personal invitation is the entry vehicle of choice for the unchurched. Worship is the main entry point into the church for most unchurched in 2000. Yet, 73% of the unchurched say they have never received an invitation to church.

· They will be attracted by multiple strategies, not any single generic approach.

· The dream church of the unchurched is a church of 100-200 people with a casual atmosphere; a clear reverence for God; an integration of meaningful traditions and rituals; practical, topical preaching; and other features customized to meet  the needs of the individual. They prefer traditional music, but not on an organ.

· They are more likely to be male; to have been divorced; and have a greater income.

· They are worldly first; spiritual second.

· Almost 20% of unchurched Americans say they are "born again."

· Primary reasons they have left their churches: hypocritical behavior; inflexible/strict beliefs; and "nothing in particular."

· The main reasons for not attending church: no time; schedule conflicts; working.

· They do not appreciate intrusive welcome and follow-up to a visit, but they do appreciate a note from the pastor, genuine conversation with members, and information about the church.

