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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is “grace”? [undeserved love] What did we do to get His grace? [Nothing, or else it wouldn’t be grace!]

Message: How did God show us the riches of His grace? [In Jesus—because He died for us]

Treasured by God

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ephesians 1:7) In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace
This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This week, we spent a lot of time talking about treasure

1. We had different gems to represent different truths

a) The diamond if very valuable, but its value and purity is nothing compared to the purity of Jesus, our greatest treasure

b) The blue sapphire reminds us of water, which Jesus walked on and controlled to show He is God’s treasured Son

c) The purple amethyst reminds us of royalty: that Jesus is our servant King

d) The red ruby reminds us of the red blood Jesus shed to forgive our sins

e) And the green emerald reminds us of the life Jesus gives us because He treasures us.

2. And we spent time looking for those gems

B. But there were two main themes that ran not only throughout the week, but also throughout the Bible

1. First, that Jesus is our greatest treasure

2. And second, that God treasures us

3. And in fact, you can’t separate the two ideas

4. And our text for today and the entire week, Ephesians 1:7, explains why

II. In Him we have the redemption through His blood

A. This is why Jesus is such a great treasure

1. Redemption here means literally “ransom price paid”

2. Before Jesus came along, we were all in a whole lot of trouble

3. Because “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God”

a) Now it’s one thing to say, “So I’m not as perfect as God—who is?”

b) But God doesn’t grade on a curve

c) It’s all or nothing

d) Even one single sinful thought is enough to keep you from God’s Kingdom

e) Because God will not allow sin to mess up His perfect heaven

f) And the only other option is death and hell

4. But Jesus paid our ransom

a) When we were held captive from God by our own sin,

b) God sent Jesus to take our place

(1) Jesus died on a cross that should’ve been ours

(a) Our King wore a crown of thorns

(b) And His throne was a cross that should’ve been ours

(2) And on that cross, He endured the essence of hell

(a) The worst think about hell is not the fire, but the absence of God’s love

(b) And that’s why Jesus said, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”

(c) Because on that cross, for the first and last time in history, God abandoned a living human being

(d) But it was all part of the plan to save you

5. We didn’t deserve such a gift

a) If we were good enough to deserve it

b) We wouldn’t need it!

B. And it was necessary that the redemption, the ransom price, be paid with His blood

1. Since sin’s consequence is nothing less than death

2. Then only death could pay for sin

3. So the only payment for sin is the shedding of blood

4. God didn’t want us to have to die for our sin

5. So He sent Jesus to do that for us

III. the forgiveness of our sin

A. And the blood of Jesus made us to be God’s pure treasure

B. He has removed all of our sin from us

1. By hearing His Word, we receive the gift of faith: belief and trust in Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross

2. And God saves us through that gift of faith

3. He even performs another miracle with water besides just walking on it

a) In Holy Baptism. He uses plain old water along with His Word to give faith

b) And that same sacrament washes away sin to make us purer than any diamond

C. Consequently, we need do nothing to save ourselves

1. We don’t have to be good for God to love us

2. He loves us already

3. He already loved us by sending His only-begotten Son to die for us

4. And the blood of the Son of God is enough to cover all sin, great and small

5. So faith alone saves, not anything you do

IV. according to the riches of His grace.

A. Grace means “Undeserved love”

B. And that’s why God saved us

C. Because we are His treasured possession

1. Treasured enough to buy with the life of His Son

2. Treasured enough that He wants us to live with Him forever

D. And since we are His treasure, He gives us His treasure

1. His Son to die in our place

2. And because Jesus not only died for us, but rose again to life,

3. We will rise, too, to live forever with Him in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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