Drane Reading Guide for Unit 2

Name:_____________________________________

Please fill in the questions as you read through the pages. A quiz on the reading will be given which will come from this reading guide.

Chapter 13: Engaging the Wider World

What set Jesus’ teaching apart from other Rabbis in his day? (p. 238)

What is the central plank of Judaism? (p. 238)

Did Jesus ever question the validity of the Law? (pp. 238-239)

What was more scandalous than Jesus’ teaching? (p. 239)

To whom did Jesus take his message? (p. 239)


What did the rabbis require of Gentiles? (p. 240)

What brought about the powerful change in the disciples? (pp. 242-243)

What question did the church have to face right away and continue to deal with during the first century? (p. 245)

What was the first disagreement in the church? (p. 246)

What was the immediate fallout of the stoning of Stephen? Did it accomplish what the religious leaders wanted? (p. 251)

What is significant about Peter staying in the house of a tanner? (p. 252)

Article: The Day of Pentecost

Summarize the two views of tongues. (p. 245)

Article: Stephen’s Speech

Why is it unlikely that the speeches given are verbatim accounts of what the person said? (p. 247)

Does Drane think Luke simply made up the speeches in Acts? Summarize his discussion. (pp. 247-248)

Article: The Acts of the Apostles
Why did some scholars date Acts after 100 AD?

Summarize the arguments for dating Acts around 62- 70 AD.

Summarize the arguments for dating Acts around  80-85 AD.

Drane states that reading Acts gives the impression of a church with little controversy. Do you agree with this statement? (p. 260)

How is Acts like Luke’s Gospel? (p. 261)

Why can we be sure that Acts gives an authentic look at life in the early church? (p. 261-263)

What three aims does Drane think Luke had in writing Acts? (p. 264)

Chapter 14: Introducing Paul

What were the two periods in Paul’s early life? (p. 266)

What did Paul think of his Jewish heritage? (p. 266)

Why did Paul study in Jerusalem? (p. 267)

Who was Gamaliel?

What was one great benefit that Paul gained from the tradition of Hillel? (p. 267)

Did Paul reject all of the positions of the Pharisees? (p. 268)

How did Paul go further in his view of the resurrection than the other Pharisees? (p. 268)

What is interesting about the way Paul makes his arguments in his letters? (p. 268-269)

How are Gentiles members of Abraham’s family? (p. 276)

Where did Paul begin his preaching? (p. 277)

What was Paul’s relation to the teaching of Jesus? (p. 280)

Chapter 15: Paul the Persecutor
Could Paul have had any respect for Jesus? How about the disciples? (p. 281)

Why was Damascus a good place for the Christians to flee to? (p. 282)
Is it possible that Paul could have been personally acquainted with Jesus? (p. 283)

Why was Paul willing to endure so much for the Gospel? (p. 285)
Article: Who were the prophets?

How important were the prophets for the first century church? (p. 288)

What were some of the duties of these prophets?

What is important about the gift of discernment?

Chapter 16: Into All the World
What is important about the use of Saul vs. Paul in Acts? (p. 292)

What is one possibility of Paul’s thorn in the flesh? (p. 293)

What was one of the first discoveries Paul had after his conversion? (p. 293)

What was the main argument of the Judaizers? (p. 294)

That parable of the Good Samaritan teaches what? (p. 133)

What is the structure that Paul followed in his letters? (p. 295)

What significant omission is found in Galatians? (p. 296)

Where did Paul get his authority as an apostle? (p. 297)
Why was the Law not the highest revelation of God? (p. 298)

What one conviction drove Paul? (p. 302)

What was the main issue at the Jerusalem Council? How successful was the outcome?

Why would Paul accept the decision of the Jerusalem Council when it seems at odds with is own opinion? (p. 303, especially the last two reasons).

Chapter 17: Paul the Missionary

What is interesting about Paul’s desire to go into Bithynia, etc.? (p. 305)

Was Paul’s journey the first time Christians had crossed into Europe? (p. 305)

Why didn’t Phillippi have a synagogue? (p. 306)

Why was Athens an important city in the Roman Empire? (p. 307)

What was unique about Paul’s message on Mars’ Hill? (p. 308-309)

What important lessons can we draw from Paul on Mars’ Hill? (p. 309)

Summarize features of the city of Corinth. (p. 310)

What is important about Paul’s appearance before Gallio? (p. 311)

Why are the first three Gospels called the synoptic Gospels? (p. 178)

Article: 1 Thessalonians
What were the Judaizers correct about? (p. 312)

What confused the Thessalonian Christians more than anything?

Article: 2 Thessalonians
What is important about the persecution that the Thessalonians were facing? (p. 314)

Define Parousia (p. 314)

Where did Paul think we should live out the Christian faith? (p. 314)

What does Drane think of the arguments that Paul did not write 2 Thessalonians? (pp. 315-316)

Article: Paul’s Strategy for Evangelism

What does Drane say about Paul as a strategist?

What kinds of things did Paul take advantage of?

Did Paul present the message in the same way each time? (p. 317)

How did Paul communicate to the hearers? (p. 317)

Chapter 18: Paul the Pastor

Where did the third missionary center? (p. 318)

What two mainstays of religious life did Paul challenge in Ephesus? (p. 320)

Summarize the letters and visits of Paul to Corinth from Ephesus. (pp. 321-322)

What do you think of the theory that 2 Cor 1-9 and 10-13 are actually two separate letters? 

What were the four parties into which the Corinthian church was divided? Summarize their positions.

What were the three main issues of Christian behavior that Paul deals with in 1 Corinthians? (p. 326)

What is one of the possible reasons for Paul not being married? (p. 327)

What is unique about purchasing meat in Corinth? (p. 327)

What was Paul’s basic rule in dealing with issues such as eating meat? (p. 328)

What should Christians be careful to recognize? (p. 328)

List the three difficulties in worship that the Corinthians were facing (p. 329-330)

Why do some scholars think 2 Corinthians is a collection of Paul’s letters that have been edited together? (p. 332)

What made the Christian situation different in Rome from other cities Paul visited? (p. 337)

What does Drane think is the best way to understand Romans? (p. 338)
Article: Paul and his Jewish roots

How did the ordinary Jew look at God’s law?

What is the common thread in Judaism in Paul’s day according to Sanders? (p. 342)
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