Drane Reading Guide for Unit 1

Name:_____________________________________

Please fill in the questions as you read through the pages. A quiz on the reading will be given which will come from this reading guide. Please note that there are places where I think that Drane is right on and others where he is off the wall. 
Chapter 1: The Beginning of the Story

To what does the New Testament bear testimony? (p. 9)

It is no exaggeration to claim what? (p. 9)

How many of the NT’s authors had a formal education? (p. 9)

What is the one, central focus of the NT? (p. 12)

How did the Romans view Palestinian Jews? (p. 15)


Who gave Rome its underlying ideology? (p. 15)

What is Hellenism? (p. 16)

Describe the conditions that made it relatively easy to reach the first century world with the Gospel? (p. 17)

What was the basic premise of the Stoics? (p. 17)

According to the Epicureans, of what did a good life consist? (p. 17)

Why did so many of the people live in a moral and spiritual vacuum? (p. 18)

What were the two aspects of Western philosophy that seemed congenial to Eastern religions? (p. 19)

Describe the beliefs of Gnosticism. (pp. 20-23)

Briefly describe the mystery religions. (p. 24)

What drew Romans and Greeks to Judaism? (p. 25)

Define “proselyte” and “God-fearer.” (p. 25)

Who was Antiochus IV Epiphanes? Describe some features of his reign. (p. 31)

As a King, Herod was a combination of what? (p. 32)

Who were Herod’s three sons? (pp. 33-34)

Who were the Sadducees and what were some of their beliefs? (p. 35)

Who were the Pharisees and what were some of their beliefs? (p. 36, 38)

Who were the Zealots and what were some of their beliefs? (p. 39, 40)

Who were the Essenes and what were some of their beliefs?

Article: Jews and Judaism in the Roman Empire

Where did the majority of Jews live? (p. 27)

What is the origin of the synagogue? What are some of the features of the worship service? (p. 29)

What was the Septuagint? (p. 30)



Article: When was Jesus Born?

What are the four factors in dating Jesus’ birth? (p. 47)

What 3 answers does Drane suggest for the question of the dating of Quinarius? (p. 49)

Chapter 4: Understanding Jesus’ Death

What are the two ways the NT answers the question “Why did Jesus die?” (p. 75)

What were the three charges the priests brought against Jesus? (p. 79)

What five images are central to what the NT says about Jesus death? (If you have the Kolb book from The Christian Faith, you might want to see his position on these five images.) (pp. 81-87)

What gave the cross meaning for the disciples? (p. 87)

Article: Palestinian politics and justice under the Romans

Why didn’t Jerusalem have a king? (p.88)

What kinds of cases did a procurator review? (p. 88)

Article: Did the Jews Condemn Jesus?

What have been some of the results of blaming the Jews for the death of Jesus? (p. 89)

By the standards of the Mishnah, what were some irregularities in Jesus’ trial? (p. 90)

Article: Pontius Pilate

How did Philo and Josephus describe Pilate? (p. 91)


What are some of the early church’s traditions about Pilate’s later life? (p. 91)

Chapter 5: The Resurrection

Did the early Christians question the resurrection? (p. 98)

What was the central feature of the early church’s message? (p. 99)

Define "kerygma." What were its six points? (p. 100)

On what two facts do all of the Gospels agree? (p. 101)

How do the disciples change help prove the resurrection? (p. 101-102)

What are the weaknesses in trying to explain the resurrection by saying it was a hallucination? (p. 105)

What are the weaknesses in trying to explain the resurrection by saying it was a theological creation? (p. 106) (Note: I’m not so sure I agree with his second reason)

What are the weaknesses in trying to explain the resurrection by saying it was a later belief? (p. 106-107)

Chapter 7: Jesus the Teacher

How did most people need to learn? (p. 121)
How did Jesus’ teach? (p. 122)

Define “allegory.” What is the weakness is looking at the parables as allegories? (p. 123)

What was Adolf Jülicher’s suggestion about the parables? (p. 125)

In the widest sense, the parables are about what? (p. 128)

The lost sheep and the parables of Luke 15 show us what? (p. 128)

What is unique about the term “father.” (p. 130)

The parables of the rich fool and the Pharisee and the publican teach what? (p. 131)

That parable of the Good Samaritan teaches what? (p. 133)


Chapter 8: Signs of the Kingdom
What effect did rationalism have on the views of the miracles? (p. 139)

What is distinctive about Jesus’ miracles? (p. 141)

How did Jesus view all disadvantages? (p. 141)

What was the theological underpinning to Jesus’ miracles? (p. 141)

What is interesting about the Hebrew word dabar?

What did the miracles say about the meaning of God’s kingdom for individuals, the world, and the future? (pp. 148-149)


When Jesus talked about faith and the miracles, what did he mean? (p. 150)

Chapter 10: Understanding the Gospels

How were the Gospels regarded for most of the 20th century? (p. 167)

At the end of his discussion, what is Drane’s conclusion about the Gospels as biographies? (p. 171)

What is the significance of calling the writers of the Gospels “Evangelists”?  What are three consequences of this term for our understanding of the Gospels? (p. 172-173)

What was a major underlying assumption for the early church about the Old Testament? 

Define: “Testimonia” (p. 174)


Define “logia”

What is the third reason Drane gives for assuming collections of Jesus sayings early in the church’s life? What does Drane call this collection? (p. 176-177)

What do some scholars argue about Q? (p. 177)

Why are the first three Gospels called the synoptic Gospels? (p. 178)

What was St. Augustine’s proposal for the writing of the Gospels? (p. 178)

What was J.J. Griesbach’s proposal for the writing of the Gospels? (p. 179)

What is the theory of most modern scholars? (p. 179)


Question: Does this two-source theory necessarily affect apostolic authorship or the inspiration of Scripture? Please reflect and comment.

What are the reasons given for doubting the existence of a Q document? (pp. 184-185)

Chapter 11: Four Portraits of Jesus

You may wish to compare what Drane says about authorship and date of writing with the introduction to each book in the Concordia Self-Study Bible.
What does Papias tell us about Mark? (p. 196)

What do we know about Mark from the Gospel? (p. 197)
What is interesting about attributing the authorship of the second Gospel to Mark? (p. 197)

What do we know about the readers of Marks’ Gospel? (p. 197)


Why is it difficult to date Mark? (p. 198)

What are the key themes in Mark? (pp. 198-199)

What is some of the internal evidence for Luke as the author of his Gospel? (pp. 200-201)

What does Luke indicate as the reason he wrote his Gospel? (p. 202)

What was B. W. Bacon’s theory about the structure of Matthew? (p. 204)

What is J. D. Kingsbury’s view? (p. 205)

List the four distinctives of Matthew’s Gospel (pp. 205-206)

What are the arguments against Matthean authorship? (p. 207)

What is the assumption behind dating Matthew after 70 AD? (p. 208)

What is unique about the way John deals with Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah? (p. 209)

What was Clemet of Alexandria’s understanding of John’s Gospel? (p. 211)

What is Drane’s conclusion about John? (p. 212)

What are some of the proofs that John was Jewish? (p. 213)

What does Drane think about the possibility that John had more than one edition? (p. 217)

Chapter 12: Can we trust the Gospels?
What did Rudolf Bultmann think about the Gospel’s reliability? (p. 218)
Drane believes the Gospels are probably a translation of what? (p. 219)

What do we know about the way the rabbis taught their disciples? (p. 220)

The evangelists were certain about what? (p. 221)

What kinds of standards did ancient historians hold themselves to? (p. 223)

Why so the three accounts of Paul’s conversion differ from each other? (p. 223)

What did the evangelists think about Jesus’ words? (p. 223-224)

What is some of the “Positive evidence” for the reliability of the Gospels? (p. 225-226)
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