The Candy Store

Setting: Candy store, modern times.

Characters: Store clerk, four people

Scene opens at the candy store with clerk and Person #1.

1: I'd like a bag of M & M's, two Hershey Bars, and some jelly beans. My dad likes jelly beans.

Clerk: (Putting candy in a bag) That sounds good. Can I get you anything else?

#1: No, I think I've spent about all my money now. How much do I owe you?

Clerk: Nothing.

#1: What do you mean, nothing? What about all the candy?

Clerk: Just what I said, nothing. It sounds strange but its true. The guy who owns this place is a billionaire. He has more money than he know what to do with. And you know what he really likes? Candy. So he goes out and buys tons of candy. He sends it here and tells me to give it away to anyone who comes here.

#1: Really? You've got to be kidding!

Clerk: No. It's true. He only asks one thing: he wants you to go and tell other people about his free candy. He wants  everyone to eat candy. We've got every kind of candy anyone could possibly want. We even have sugar free candy for people who can't have any sugar! So, go out and tell everyone to come here.

#1 Sure! I'll go tell all my friends. I'll have this place filled up in no time.

Clerk: Good. Nothing would make our owner happier than having a store filled with candy eaters getting free candy. Don't worry about telling too many people; we'll never run out.

#1 OK. I'll be sending people right along! See ya! (Goes out of "store". Sees person #2).

____________________! How are you doing?

#2: Fine, I guess. What's up?

#1: Well, I'll tell you. I just went out and bought a whole sack of candy. Guess what I paid for it?

#2: I don't know. A couple of dollars I'd guess. Maybe five. 

#1: Nope, your wrong. Guess again.

#2: I don't think it would be much lower than that. OK, how about a dollar?

#1: Nope. I didn't pay anything for it! I got it free!

#2: Free? No one gets anything for free!

#1: Well, I did. And guess what? The guy at the store says that anyone can go in there and get all the candy he wants for free! The only thing is, he wants me to tell other people about the free candy too. You're the first person I saw. Go on over there and get what you want.

#2: No, I don't think so.

#1 What do you mean, "No." I've seen you put down a whole bag of Halloween candy at one sitting!

#2: Oh sure, I like candy. That part is great. But I want to work for my candy. Somehow, it's just sweeter that way. So, you go find someone else who wants your free candy; I'm not really interested.

#1: But its there. It's free. The guy wants to give it to you. Why do you go and get some?

#2 Sounds good, but I'm really not interested. I'll pass for now. (exits)

#1 That's odd. I thought he (she) would be the first person to jump at this. Oh well, I'll ask someone else.

(Person #3 comes in)

#1 Hi there! Would you like a piece of candy?

#3 Candy? Sure I'd like some candy. What do you got?

#1 Well, I've got some M & Ms that I can give you. But I know where there is a whole lot more.

#3 More?

#1 Yeah—a whole store full of candy!

#3 Oh go on—no body has that much!

#1 This guy does. Really—its all in a store!

#3: Oh sure and I'll bet it's all wrapped up, brand new, just waiting to be eaten.

#1 That's right! You see, I went into this candy store, right. I get my candy. I go to pay for it. And the guy tells me that there isn't any charge for it!  Some zillionaire has bought the store and wants to give the candy away. Then he says for me to go out and tell all of my friends and they can have free candy too. So, I'm telling you. Come on. I'll even take you there myself.

#3: Sure, sure. I don't know who you are trying to fool with this story about some guy buying a candy store and giving the stuff away, but you aren't going to fool me. You're just making this story up!

#1 No I'm not. It's true! Really, it is!

#3 Look, I believe there's a store. I believe there's a clerk in it. But I don't believe this guy is giving away anything for free. Nobody gives anything for free!

#1 Well, this guy does!

#3 Well, go try fooling someone else. I don’t believe it! (Exits)

#1 I don't get it. I would have thought lots of people would want some free candy. But nobody believes me.

#4 Hey ________________________! What are you doing?

#1 Oh, hi. Believe it or not, I'm trying to give away some free candy!

#4 And just what do I have to do to get this free candy?

#1 Nothing really. You just go in and tell him you want some.

#4 Just go in and help myself? Do you think I'm going to do that? Man, I can't think of anything that would be more embarrassing. I can just see me walking in there and saying, "Hi there. I'm here for my free candy that my buddy, _____________________, told me I can get."

#1 You don’t have to be afraid, I'll go with you.

#4 No thanks. You'd probably just be laughing at me when I go in to ask for it. I can't do it. I can't go ask some clerk to give me free candy. (Exits)

#1 I just don't get it. Why doesn't anyone want what this guy is giving away? Kids pay all kinds of money for candy—and these guys say no! (Sees #5. Goes to him/her. #5 looks to ground). Hi! You're looking a bit down.

#5 Yeah, I am. I was just at the store and I wanted some candy, but my mom said we couldn't afford it right now.

#1 Oh. That's too bad. I'm sorry to hear it. But I've got some neat news.

#5 Really? What is it?

#1 I know where you can get all the candy you want for free!

#5 For free? 

#1 Yes, for free! Rows upon rows and whole shelves full of candy!

#5 You've got to be kidding—what's the catch?

#1 There is no catch. All you do is go in and get what you want.

#5 The place is probably mobbed. There probably isn't any left.

#1 Well, the guy at the store told me that there's always plenty of it there for anyone who wants it. But you want to know the strange thing? A lot of people don’t want to believe its there. They say they'd rather work for it or that it sounds too good to be true or that it might be embarrassing to go ask for it. But the guy told me that the owner wants everyone to eat candy—and that its free for anyone who asks.

#5 Even me? I don’t have anything to give him in return.

#1 You don't have to give him anything. He only asks one thing: when you get your free candy, you tell others where they can get their free candy. 

#5 I don't know…

#1 Come one, I'll go with you. You'll see. (They walk over to the store)

Clerk: Can I help you?

#5 Well, he told me that you give away free candy here. Is it true?

Clerk: Is it true! Of course it's true! What do you want?

#5 But if it's true, then why aren't more people coming here?

Clerk: It's true. But some people don't want to believe it. Many are called, but not too many people believe it. But those who do believe it get all the candy they want. But I want you to tell others about this too.

#5 Sure I will. Now, can I tell you what I want?

Clerk: Go ahead! I'll bring you whatever you want.

