CONCORDIA COLLEGE

Bronxville, NY 

Winter, 2003
I.  Department and Course Number  REL 120 The Literature and History of the New Testament

II.  Catalog Description

The life and teachings of Jesus Christ and the origins, growth, and progression of the Christian message within the Apostolic Church and the society of the first century in the Christian era.

III.  Credit Hours:  3
IV. Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able:

A. to identify the occasions, authors, contents and main themes of the New Testament books; 

B. to read and interpret portions of thc New Testament applying general hermeneutical principles used by mainstream Christian churches;

C. to identify and explain the teachings of Jesus relating to sin, judgement and grace;

D. to identify specific incidents of Jesus’ ministry and to show how the Christian church has related these to Old Testament prophecy;

E. to use thc concept of genre to achieve a better understanding of given portions of the New Testament;

F. to describe the influence of Greco-Roman and Semitic religious, social, and political forces on the life of Jesus and the apostolic church;

G. to trace the major steps in the progression of the Gospel from its origin in the Palestinian Jewish community to major centers of the Gentile world;

H. to compare contemporary worship with that of the church in the apostolic age and to give examples and chief points of apostolic preaching

I. to describe the church's preservation of its sacred writings, thc development of a canon of Scripture and the development of translations through the centuries; and

J. to demonstrate basic levels of proficiency in using Biblical research tools such as dictionaries, concordances, atlases, encyclopedias, commentaries, wordbooks and synopses.

V.    Required Course Texts

Hoerber, Robert, Horace Hummel, Walter Roehrs, and Dean Wenthe, eds. The Concordia Self Study Bible: New International Version. St. Louis: Concordia, 1986. (Preferred, but other study Bibles are acceptable.)

Drane, John William. Introducing the New Testament. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2001.

This text is mildly critical in its approach, but gives both sides of the argument. It is very readable and has some excellent side articles included. My own presentation will come from a more conservative/traditional stand point, so this will be a helpful look at the arguments from the "other side."

Other worthwhile NT Introductions:

Franzmann, Martin. The Word of the Lord Grows. St. Louis: Concordia, 1963. (Conservative)

Guthrie, Donald. New Testament Introduction. Downer's Grove, IL: IVP, 1982. (Conservative, Evangelical; a third edition has recently been published.)

Metzger, Bruce The New Testament: Its Background, Growth, and Content. 2nd enlarged ed. New York: Oxford, 1983. (Mildly critical.)

VII.   Attendance Policy

Since we only have three class sessions, your attendance is extremely important. If an emergency arises and you cannot attend class, please let me know. We will try to have the class video taped so that you can watch it before the next session.

VIII. Papers

There will be three papers required for this class. If you have access to e-mail, you can send the papers to the instructor as an attachment. Please send it in Microsoft Word or AppleWorks format.

If word-processed, the papers should be double spaced, no more than 12 point. Margins should be set at 1”. Your name and topic should be centered at the top of the first page. Otherwise, typed, double-spaced is fine.

First Paper: Please read the following articles in the Drane text:

Form Criticism (pp. 182ff.)

Redaction Criticism (pp. 216ff.)

The quest for the historical Jesus (pp. 228ff.)

The historical-critical method (pp. 466ff.)

Write a paper (minimum 5 pages) summarizing this material and then giving your own reaction to it. Do you see any positives in these critical approaches? What negatives do you see that they contain? Do you think they be used in a confessional Lutheran context? If you can, talk over these issues with your mentor and/or pastor. Since a lot of New Testament scholarship uses these approaches as a base, I would like you to have some familiarity with them and think them through critically.

Second paper: A three – four page devotion based on one of Jesus' parables.

Third paper: A five page book review on a book dealing with New Testament culture or the life of a particular New Testament person. Here are some suggestions:

Bruce, F. F. Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1977.

Jeremiah, Joachim. Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1969.

_______. The Eucharistic Words of Jesus. London, SCM, 1964. 

Kiehl, Erich. The Passion of our Lord. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1990.

Maier, Paul. In the Fullness of Time. San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1991. (Now published through Kregel.)

Marshall, I. Howard. Last Supper and Lord's Supper. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1980.

Sherwin-White, A. N. Roman Society and Roman Law in the New Testament. New York: Oxford, 1963. (Reprinted by Baker, 1978.)

Yancey, Philip. The Jesus I Never Knew. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1995.

A book by a radical critic, such as The Passover Plot or The Five Gospels might be an interesting read for you as well. If you have another choice, check with me.

IX.    Bible Reading
In a course on the New Testament, it is important that you read as much of the New Testament as possible. The following is a minimum amount for you to read. As you read each chapter, please write a one sentence summary of that chapter as well as any questions you might have about what you are reading.

The Gospel According to Mark

The Gospel According to John

The Acts of the Apostles

Romans

1 Corinthians

Colossians

1 Thessalonians

Hebrews

James

1 and 2 Peter
The Letters of John

X.    Grading Procedure

The grades will be based on:

Three papers @ 100 points
300 points

3 Quizzes @ 33 points each
100 points

Bible reading
70 points
Book reading
10 points

Class participation
20 points

500 points total

I have reading guides for the Drane text if you would like them, however you will not be required to turn them in. Please write a short statement that you have completed the readings in the Drane text.

The following scale will be used:

500-450 points (100-90%)
A

449-425 points (89-85%) 
B+

424-400 points (84-80%)
B

399-375 points (79-75%)
C+

374-350 points (74-70%)
C

349-300 points (69-60%)
D

299-000 points 59%-
F

XI. Contacting the instructor

Rev. Dr. Jim Butler

Trinity Lutheran Church

400 Wilbraham Road

Springfield, MA 01109

Office: (413) 783-9112

Home: (413)782-6032

Cell: (413) 237-1378

E-mail: pastor@trinitylutheranspringfield.org
INTRODUCTION

A. The course, syllabus, questions, etc.

UNIT I

The Beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ…

A. The Inter-testamental Period
Drane, Chapter 1;


Article: Jews and Judaism in the Roman Empire
1.  400 silent years in just a few minutes

2. Greco-Roman World

3. Judaism and its divisions

B. New Testament Criticism and the Synoptic Problem
Drane, Chapters 10 and 12
1. Types of Criticism and its issues

2. The Question of Q

3. The "Search for the Historical Jesus" and other radical criticism

C. Features in the Life and Ministry of Jesus Christ

1. The Birth narratives
Drane, Article, "When Was Jesus Born?" pp. 47ff.
2. Parables
Drane, Chapter 7; Article "Why Did Jesus Teach in Parables?"
3. Miracles
Drane, Chapter 8
4. Jesus' Passion and Resurrection

Drane, Chapters 4 and 5, include the articles on pp. 88 – 97

D. A Brief look at features and uniqueness of the four Gospels
Drane, Chapter 11
UNIT II

To the Ends of the Earth

Early Christianity in Jerusalem
Drane, Chapter, 13
Introducing St. Paul
 
Drane, Chapter 14, pp. 266-274; Chapter 15; Article, "What Happened After Paul's Conversion?"
Paul's First Missionary Journey;
Drane, Chapter 16
The Jerusalem Council; Galatians and James

Drane, Chapter 23, pp. 412-417; Articles "The Letter of James" and "'Faith' and 'works' in Paul and James"
Paul's Second Missionary Journey; Thessalonians

Drane, Chapter 17; include articles
Paul's Third Missionary Journey, Corinthians and Romans
Drane, Chapter 18
Unit III

Come, Lord Jesus, Come Quickly!

A. Paul's imprisonment in Rome; the Prison Epistles and the Pastoral Epistles

Drane, Chapter 19; include all articles

B. Hebrews and 1 Peter

Drane, Chapter 23, pp. 417-438; articles: "Hebrews: author, readers and date" and "Who wrote 1 Peter?"

C.  John's letters, 2 Peter, and Jude
Drane, Chapter 24; include all articles
D.  Revelation
Drane, Chapter 23, p. 438-445; include article on p. 445.
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