What Makes Us Different?

15-Minute Studies For Lay Leaders
--Leader's Guide--


Preface and Notes

This study is very simple in its overall layout.  Each page follows the same format of one paragraph and three questions.  It is designed for use by a pastor or trained leader to teach laypeople about distinguishing features of Lutheran theology and equip them to address some of these questions as they arise in their own ministries.

Expect each lesson to run between 15 and 30 minutes, depending on the extent to which the group engages in the discussion questions.

Please read the following outline carefully, as it will give you a better idea of how to use these materials.

1.
Beginning each page is a paragraph or two from the original pamphlet, the only changes being that many of the citations have been separated from the text and the punctuation has been updated so that it is more in line with modern standards.  This is the doctrinal statement, and it should be read in the group so the leader can address vocabulary and other issues.

2.
The first question on each page is an exercise in looking up passages related to the topic and trying to understand them.  In each case clues are provided so that students know what they are looking for.  All that is required is a brief note concerning what they found; long explanations are not necessary.  Suggested responses have been provided, but may not match what the students come up with.

3.
The second question draws more on personal experience, knowledge of the world outside the LCMS, and reference works.  In each case the question will ask the student to draw from their knowledge and experience related to the topic at hand.  Suggested responses are provided, but these are limited both by space and geography, and the students may come up with other alternatives.

4.
The final question is a discussion question.  It calls on the students as a group to rethink one aspect of the church's doctrine for themselves on the basis of Scripture, or challenges them to consider what they believe more seriously.  Some of these discussion questions may be more challenging, or may not have a "right" answer.  Notes to guide discussion have been provided, but you, as the leader, will have to bring your own experience and knowledge of Scripture and doctrine to these discussions.

You will find the Book of Concord, Pieper's Christian Dogmatics, Walther's Law and Gospel, and the Lutheran Cyclopedia helpful resources as you prepare.

God's Blessings!

Karen L. Miller

Open Questions

1.
Mt. 15:9 -- The "rules taught by men" refers to restrictions on the Christian's freedom that are not commands from God.

Rom. 14:1 -- "Without passing judgment on disputable matters" means that we don't pass judgment on others when the issue falls within the real of adiaphora.

Col. 2:16 -- "Do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink . . ." means that you should not let anyone else judge you when the action is one of adiaphora.  (Careful here -- we should also not offend tender consciences and that is a delicate balance to maintain.)
Rev. 22:18 -- We are not allowed to add anything of our own to Scripture.

2.
Things that fall within the realm of adiaphora could include any action not prohibited or prescribed by Scripture, so long as it is not causing our brother to stumble.  Examples might include drinking, sexual activity so long as it is restricted to marriage, how/whether we vote, what shoes we wear, what kind of car we drive, etc.

3.
Paul was so angry with the Galatians because they were accepting the human rules that were being imposed on them, and so giving up the Gospel as they were taught it.  We need to maintain and defend our freedom in Christ, not to rub it in our brother's face, but to make sure that we do not fall back into slavery under the Law.

Holy Scripture - 1

1.
Rom. 3:2 – The phrase “very words of God” says that they’re not human words and refers to the Old Testament writings.

2 Tim. 3:16 – "All Scripture is God-breathed…"
2 Pet. 1:21 -- "Prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit."
2.
There are many possible consequences of the Scripture having errors, but make sure that the following are mentioned:  We couldn't believe anything we read in Scripture because we wouldn't know which parts are true and which aren't. Scripture would provide no clear limits, so we would be able to do anything we want.  We couldn't trust the Gospel, because we couldn't be sure it was true.  Other answers are also possible.

3.
Lack of the original manuscript doesn't really present a problem.  We don't doubt that we have the real texts of Shakespeare's plays, and yet the Bible is MUCH better documented than even Shakespeare.  So, why should we doubt that we have the real text of the Bible?  In addition to the many early manuscripts, the ancient Hebrew reverence for the Scriptures and oral tradition makes the likelihood of significant errors minimal.

Holy Scripture - 2

1.
Jn. 20:31 -- "That you might have life"  Purpose and function are both to give life.

Eph. 2:20 -- The Church is built on the foundation of  the apostles and prophets.  Scripture serves as the foundation for the Church.

2 Tim. 3:16 -- All Scripture is profitable for teaching, correction, etc.

2.
Jam. 2:14-24 -- This passage deals with the necessity of works.  Passages such as Eph. 2:8-9 (for example) make it very clear that our salvation does not depend on works, and put the James passage in perspective.  (Works are the result of our faith, not its cause.)

Mt. 24:14 -- This passage talks about the end coming once the Gospel is preached in all the world.  Some groups take this to mean that if we get to every country, then the second coming will happen, as if we could control the date.  Passages such as Matt. 24:36 and Acts 1:7 provide a clearer explanation of what we know about the date of the second coming.

1 Cor. 15:29 -- This is the one passage in the Bible that talks about baptism for the dead, something the Mormons practice on the basis of this one passage alone.  A good counterbalance would be any of the passages on the purpose of baptism (Eph. 4:5, Col. 2:12, 1 Pet. 3:21) combined with a passage on the afterlife such as Heb. 9:27.

3.
A.  These two passages deal with Baptism, the Acts passage talking about it being "in the name of Jesus" and the Matthew passage talking about it being "in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit."  Oneness Pentecostals (non-trinitarian) use the Acts passage and similar ones throughout the book to interpret the Matthew passage, and thus maintain a modalistic perspective.  Orthodox Christians use the Matthew passage to interpret the Acts passages, and maintain a trinitarian perspective.

B.  These two passages deal with how we get salvation.  Paul’s phrase in Philippians, “work out your salvation with fear and trembling,” is interpreted by his clear assertion in Ephesians, “not by works.”  A further look at the context of Philippians leads us to, “for it is God who is at work in you.”  Using one to interpret the other, we understand that working out our salvation refers to living out the rest of our lives in the salvation Christ has won for us rather than making it happen.

Holy Scriptures - 3

1.
Ex. 20:1-21 -- The Ten Commandments.  If we discarded these we would lose a lot of the law -- 

1 Cor. 6:1-11 -- This passage deals with taking our brother to court and also contains a sin-catalogue.  This is one passage that governs our relationships to each other.

Mk. 13:24-37 – If we discarded Jesus’ instruction on end times we could be left with the idea that .

2.
Use the examples that are common in your area.  Examples might be homosexuality, premarital sex, abortion, etc.

3.
This question just calls upon the group to solidify in their minds through discussion the importance of an inerrant Scripture as the basis of both our belief in God and the rule and norm for the church.  Help the students to see how important it is that we be able to trust Scripture in its entirety.

God

1.
Deut. 6:4 -- Talks about God being one (not three).

Jn. 10:33-39 -- The pharisees accuse Jesus of equating himself with the Eternal God and he does not deny it.  This demonstrates Jesus' divinity.

Acts 5:3-7 -- They are told that they lied to the Holy Spirit, and then they are told that they have not lied to men, but to God.  Therefore this shows that the Holy Spirit is God.

2.
List three groups common in your area.  These might include the Jehovah's Witnesses (believe that Jesus is not God but an angel), the Mormons (believe that Joseph Smith is God and that they can become God), the oneness pentecostals (modalistic, believing that God merely switches roles rather than being truly three persons), the Trinity Broadcasting System (teaches that we are little Gods just like Jesus), and the Unitarians (deny that God is three persons).

3.
The word "Trinity" is a word we use to describe what Scripture teaches.  Refer to the above passages and others to show that all three persons are God and that there is one God, then help them see that we use one word, "Trinity," to describe that teaching.

Sin

1.
Ecc. 7:20 -- There is not a righteous man.  Not a single person has never  sinned.

Jer. 17:9 -- The heart is deceitfully wicked and beyond cure.

Rom. 3:9-24 -- ALL have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

2.
We naturally struggle against God.  We are dead in our sins (See Eph. 2).  We cannot understand the things of God without faith (1 Cor. 2:14).  We sin continually. We are separated from God.

3.
Examples:  Kindergarten is based on the educational philosophy that a child is a blank slate and a good environment will cause them to grow up good.  Many social ideas are based on the assumption that man is basically good.  Psychologists often start by assuming that the human is essentially good but that their environment caused their evil.  Ask your friends and find out what they think.  We don't assume that man is essentially good, but naturally inclined towards evil, so the great evils that man perpetrates against man shouldn't surprise us.  Continue the discussion along these lines.

Redemption

1.
Gal. 4:4-5 -- Jesus sent to redeem those under the law.

Heb. 2:14-18 -- Jesus shared in our humanity, suffered when tempted, is merciful and frees those held in slavery.

Gal. 3:13 -- Christ became a curse to redeem those under the law.

1 Tim. 2:5 -- Jesus is the one mediator between God and man.

2.
Jesus not really God -- Jehovah's Witnesses

Jesus = the Father:  One person with three different faces – Oneness, Modalism.

Jesus as a regular human like us who progressed to Godhood -- Mormons

These are only a few examples -- there are others, both historical and modern.

3.
At a minimum, note how the Creed distinguishes us from the groups mentioned above.

Faith

1.
Heb. 12:2 -- Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith.

Rom. 5:1 -- Justified by faith, therefore peace with God.

Acts 10:43 -- Everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness.

2.
Word and Sacraments

3.
Many modern evangelicals believe that faith is something you do.  They may begin by asking you about your relationship with God, but if you ask them how they know they're going to heaven, they will generally give an answer that has to do with their "decision to accept Christ."  This is a very shaky assurance, because every time we sin we deny that decision.  The only objective, infallible way we can be sure we are saved is to realize that it is Jesus who is the author and perfecter of our faith, and to rely objectively on him and his work and not on our own decision.

Expect in many situations to encounter resistance on this point.  Many Lutherans don't realize the inherent dangers of this theology, and have been inundated with this type of thinking from radio, T.V., popular religious literature, etc.  Be prepared to explain the doctrine of election (as distinct from the Calvinist doctrine of predestination), and to explain why decision theology makes faith into a work and lands you in the same situation Luther found himself in before he "rediscovered" the Gospel.  Also, take this opportunity to introduce the distinction between Law and Gospel if you have time.

Justification - 1

1.
Acts 13:38-41 -- Jesus' work on our behalf justifies where the law could not.

Rom. 3:21-26 -- Righteousness comes from God, apart from the Law, through faith.  All are justified freely in the same way.

Gal 2:15-16 – We are justified by grace through faith.  No one can be justified by observing the Law.

2.
This table is intended to help lay out the distinction between justification and sanctification.

	
	Justification
	Sanctification

	What it does:
	declares righteous
	makes righteous

	Who does it:
	God alone
	God and man together

	Result:
	salvation
	holiness, sinlessness

	When it is completed:
	at conversion
	in the final resurrection


3.
Calvinist theology begins from the nature of God and ends up with doctrines such as limited atonement, "double" predestination, and perseverance of the saints (you can't be a true Christian and then not one).  Lutheran theology is Christocentric, beginning from the doctrine of justification, and ends up refuting all three of these Calvinist doctrines.  For more information, refer to Pieper's Dogmatics.

Justification - 2

1.
Lu. 24:46-47 -- Repentance and the forgiveness of sins are two separate things to be preached.  They are other words for Law and Gospel.

Jn. 1:17 -- Law came from Moses, but grace and truth (the Gospel) came through Jesus Christ.

2 Cor. 3:6 -- The letter (Law) kills, but the Spirit (Gospel) gives life.

2/3.
This table is intended to organize basic info about the distinction between Law and Gospel.  Allow the group to discuss this and try to fill it in on their own and from the Scripture verses, providing assistance when they are stuck.  The goal is to get them to remember their experiences of Law and Gospel and realize how they have operated in their lives.

	
	Law
	Gospel

	What it says:
	what God expects
	what God's done for us

	What it does:
	condemns us
	proclaims salvation

	How it motivates:
	threatenings
	promises

	What effect it has:
	drives to despair
	relieves, forgives

	Who preached to:
	unrepentant sinners
	repentant sinners

	How it was revealed:
	in Law, on heart
	in Gospel, at Calvary

	How it saves:
	must be perfect
	unconditionally


Justification - 3

1.
Heb. 12:2 -- If Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith, it is not something we create, not a work of ours, and cannot be demanded from a person as if it is.

Eph. 2:8-9 -- This very familiar verse reminds the students that we are not saved by what we do, the logical extension being that if faith is something we do, then we couldn't be saved by it.  “And this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God …”  Faith is a gift of God, not a work.

2.
Some answers are provided here -- there could be others.  "Decision theology" is most easily recognized by the primary evangelistic method -- the altar call.  However, some have abandoned the "rite" of the altar call while still preaching the same doctrine.  The person could realize that each and every sin denies their "decision."  The person could wonder if they really decided "enough," whether their commitment is strong enough.  They could wonder if they have fulfilled all the "demands of the Gospel" (truly accepted, living a good enough example, truly repented despite continuing sinfulness, etc.).

3.
Reformation era Roman Catholicism (which is similar to modern official teaching, but different from popular American teaching -- be careful here!) was a works-based religion, believing that in baptism, original sin was removed from the person and then they were on their own to do good works and make penance.  This is remarkably similar to modern evangelicalism, which, after the decision, preaches all law -- 7 steps to victorious Christian living etc.  In each case, they are depending on the cooperation of humans in their salvation, something that those who are "dead in sins" cannot possibly do.  The Gospel is not a life buoy of a drowning person, it is the resurrection from the dead of a person already drowned!

Good Works

1.
Is. 64:6 -- All our works are like filthy rags.

Mt. 7:15-23 -- Good works are merely symptoms of the larger picture -- thus good trees produce good fruit, and bad trees produce bad fruit.

Jas. 2:14-26 -- Works a way to demonstrate faith.

Jn. 15:4-5 -- Apart from Christ, good works, no matter how noble, are without lasting value, without spiritual value.

2.
The Law never motivates.  It might drive someone to despair, drive them to Christ, frustrate them, anger them, produce resentment in them, or make them lose interest, but it will never produce good works.

3.
"Evangelical" preachers commonly offer their flock a steady diet of self-help style, thinly veiled law (remember the 7 Steps to Victorious Christian Living?), and very little Gospel.  Their preaching of the Gospel is generally reserved for times when they're doing evangelism -- generally reserved for the non-Christian -- for the unrepentant sinner!  This is completely backwards.  The Law drives us to Christ, and the poor, repentant Christian needs to constantly be reminded of the Gospel.  Walther is quite clear that the motivation for a changed life comes not from the Law  but from the Gospel.

Conversion - 1

1.
Eph. 2:1-3 -- We are dead in sins before conversion -- the dead can hardly raise themselves!

Gen. 8:21 -- (see also Gen. 6:5) Every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood.

Rom. 8:7 -- The sinful mind is hostile to God.  It cannot submit.

2.
The students are asked here to relate something from their own experience of assurance in Christ; however, look for responses that touch on the objective nature of salvation, the dependability of God vs. the frailty of people, etc.

3.
Prompt the students to examine the typical altar call type of evangelism.  Note that we can certainly ask someone to believe, but it is not something they can do, but something God does in them.  Emphasize that God does this in them through the means of grace, Word and Sacrament, and that evangelism therefore consists in bringing the means of grace (primarily the word, for the adult) to the unsaved.

Conversion - 2

1.
Ez. 36:26 -- We are told that GOD will give us a new heart.  That is not something we have to do ourselves.

Jn. 1:12-13 -- We are told here that we became children of God NOT through human decision, but by the will of God.

2 Cor. 4:6 -- God made his light shine in our hearts.  He gave us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

2.
Three possible responses:  It leads us to depend on ourselves and our will, it robs us of comfort when God shows us the depth of our own sinfulness, and it robs Christ of the glory that belongs to him for our salvation.

3.
Allow the students to chew on this one with less direction, because it will be addressed more directly in the next section.  The basic idea is that while we cannot choose FOR God, we CAN choose to reject that which we already have.  This is a seeming contradiction that will be discussed in the next section.

Conversion - 3

1.
1 Tim. 2:4 -- God wants all men to be saved.

2 Cor. 5:19 -- God was reconciling the world to himself.

1 Jn. 2:2 – No only for our  sins, but for the sins of the whole world.

2.
Total Depravity -- This is the teaching that all men are totally depraved, or incapable of good, from birth.  Lutherans teach this.
Unconditional Election -- This is the teaching that God has elected some from before the foundation of the world for salvation.  Some also follow through that he therefore passively (or even actively according to some) elected some to reprobation (damnation) by not electing them to salvation.  Lutherans would agree with election to salvation, but NOT to reprobation.  While this is paradoxical, it is what Scripture teaches without further explanation.  Since Scripture doesn't tell us any more, it would be wrong for us to go further.
Limited Atonement -- This is the teaching that Christ died only for the elect.  Lutherans would DEFINITELY NOT teach this!
Irresistible Grace -- This is the teaching that God's grace is irresistible.  That means if you are truly saved and a Christian, you can't reject that grace/salvation.  Lutherans would not teach this.
Perseverance of the Saints -- This is the teaching that if you are truly a Christian, God will always keep you in Him until the end, no matter what -- that the saints will persevere.  Lutherans would not teach this because they would not accept irresistible grace.  If grace is resistible, then not ALL true Christians will persevere, although the elect certainly will.  A corollary of this is that people can be true Christians, but not of the elect, as evidenced when they later reject grace and forgiveness.
3.
Therefore, Lutherans would only agree with one and a half points of the five -- the first and half of the second.

Conversion - 4

1.
Phil. 2:12-13 -- Work out your salvation . . . for it is God who works in you.  The idea here is that we are "working it out," but that our salvation is not based on works because "it is God who works . . ."

Rom. 8:30 -- The idea here is that predestination is referring only to the positive side - to salvation - and not to the negative side - to damnation.

Jn. 6:28-29 -- The work of God is to believe the one whom he has sent.  These people are trying find out how they can earn favor with God, and Jesus is responding that they can only believe.  Grace through faith is the only thing that will get us to heaven.

2.
The Calvinist view denies universal grace.  If grace is not universal, how can I be sure it's for me?

The Arminian view denies salvation by grace alone.  If salvation is not by grace alone, how can I be sure I have what I need to do to obtain it?

3.
The Calvinist resolves the problem by denying one clear teaching of Scripture, the Arminian by denying the other.  The Lutheran view holds them both according to Scripture, whether or not they sit comfortably in our rational minds.

Means of Grace - 1

1.
Acts 2:38 -- "...be baptized for the forgiveness of sins ..."

Acts 22:16 -- "...wash away your sins ..."

Tit. 3:5 -- "... the washing of rebirth and renewal ..."

Eph. 5:25-26 -- "... cleansing her by washing with water through word ..."

Each of these passages supports the idea of Baptism as a means of grace, a means through which God gives us faith, forgiveness, and salvation.

2.


	
	Symbolic
	Roman Catholic
	Lutheran

	What it is:
	Profession of faith
	Removes

Original Sin
	Means of Grace

	What it does:
	Approx. Confirmation
	Restores Free Will
	Gives faith/forgiveness

	Who does it:
	Man
	Ex Opere Operato
	God

	Who gets it:
	Adults Only
	Everyone
	Everyone


Ex Opere Operato = by the doing of -- mechanical or magical.  It works merely by the performance of the action.

3.
Symbolic:  If you view Baptism merely as a profession of faith, then of course you would see it as an action of man and only baptize adults.

Roman Catholic:  This view sees Baptism as taking us from our corruption of original sin and restoring us to the blank slate we were at the fall.  From there it is then our job to perform good works, etc.

Lutheran:  We see this as a means of grace, where God, the active party brings us faith and the forgiveness of sins.  Since God is the active party, not the person, baptism of infants is both reasonable and sensible.

Note that both of the other views lean on works, the first taking Baptism as a good work and the second merely freeing us to enter the Roman Catholic merit system.  The Lutheran view is the only one that divorces works from justification.

Means of Grace - 2

1.
Mt. 26:28 -- "This is my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins."

1 Cor. 11:23ff -- Discusses recognizing the body and blood of Jesus present in the Sacrament.

1 Cor. 10:16 -- In the Lord's Supper we are participating in his death and resurrection.

2.

	
	Trans-

substantiation
	Real

Presence
	Remembrance/

Symbolic
	Con

substantiation

	How many elements?
	2
	4
	2
	4

	What's going in my mouth?
	Body and Blood
	Body & Blood

Bread &Wine
	Bread & Wine
	Body & Blood

Bread & Wine

	How is Christ Present?
	Physically
	Not Specified
	Symbolically

Present in Event
	Physical Mixture

	Who teaches

this doctrine?
	Roman Catholics
	Lutherans
	Most

Protestants
	Often Confused With Lutherans


3.
Reverencing the Host is a Roman Catholic practice of genuflecting to the host which, they believe, is Jesus, physically present to be worshipped.  Lutherans do not teach or accept this.

Close Communion -- 1 Cor. says that people who eat and drink "without recognizing the body of the Lord" eats and drinks judgment on themselves, so pastorally we are obligated to try to prevent this.

Storage/Disposal -- The Roman Catholic church puts the unused elements in a box in the church for people to reverence and pray to, or they must be consumed.  Lutheran practice is to take them to the sick or to reuse them or to pour the wine directly on the ground (vs. the garbage/sewer).  Many sacristies have sinks with drains directly to the ground for this purpose.  Other groups throw unused elements out since they don't believe Christ is really present in them.

Frequency -- Roman Catholics celebrate Communion at every mass.  Lutheran teaching is to celebrate it often, though this varies.  Others vary from very frequently to just a few times a year.

The Church - 1

1.
Eph. 2:19-20 -- The Christian is no longer a stranger, but a "fellow citizen" and a "member of God's household."

Eph. 2:2 -- Satan is the one at work in the non-Christian.

Mt. 13:24-30 -- Jesus' parable, explained a few verses later, describes the church as it now exists, the Christian alongside the non-Christian in the same field.  It also shows that even though the non-Christian has affiliated with the visible Church, it does not guarantee their salvation.

2.
Firstly, not everyone in the Church can be assumed to be a true Christian.  Secondly, not everyone in an apostate congregation can be assumed to be a non-Christian.  Thirdly, church congregational structure and the worship service must address both, even if you know everybody there.

3.
You cannot necessarily tell the Christians from the non-Christians.  You can get some indication from their fruits, but you may not be able to see fruits, and some fruits may not be what they seem.

The Church - 2

1.
Lu. 17:16 -- In this passage, only one of the ex-lepers returned to give thanks:  the Samaritan.  Not all the faithful are where you expect them.

Lu. 17:20-21 -- "The kingdom does not come with your careful observation," Jesus says.  The kingdom is within you.  The kingdom of God, the church, is a matter of internals, not externals that you can observe.

2 Tim. 2:19 -- The Lord knows those who are his.  We, however, don't.  We can hazard some guesses based on the fruit we see, but we can't assume anything based on that fruit.  Only God knows who is part of his true Church and who isn't.

2.
Where the Word of God is preached and available, it is living and active.  (See Is. 55:10-11.)  Therefore, even when error is being preached along with the truth, the Word still retains its power.  Examples:  Martin Luther -- he was raised and lived in a system that taught works righteousness among other errors.  However, because the Word was available, it was able to work in him.

3.
This question is slightly different from the last one, although one may be tempted to draw a parallel.  The visible congregation that preaches the Word correctly and administers the Sacraments properly is truly a Christian church.  The Word preached mixed with error can still produce true Christians, but as a visible church body, it is not a true church if it is preaching error.

The Church - 3

1.
Mt. 7:15 -- Warning against the deceptiveness of false prophets.

Rom. 16:17 -- Warning to keep away from those who cause divisions, put obstacles in the path of the faithful, and preach doctrine contrary to what Paul had preached to them.  (Note the implication that these things are all related.)

2 Jn. 9-11 -- Do not welcome anyone who does not share in this teaching.  If you do, you share in the wickedness.  (You condone their sin.)

2 Tim. 2:16-17 -- Warning to avoid godless teaching; it spreads like gangrene.

2.
Unionism helps spread false doctrine by exposing more people to it.  If we participate, we condone their false teaching (see 2 John 9-11).  Also, we lose the opportunity to preach the Law to them through our actions and try to get them to repent of their false teaching.

3.
Expect varying answers to this.  Use examples from LCMS history if possible to enrich discussion.  Generally the LCMS has required VERY extensive agreement for altar and public fellowship -- much more rigorous requirements than most.  However, the church body has succeeded in keeping good doctrine where others have fulfilled the warnings in 2 John.

The Church - 4

1.
Mt. 16:15-19 -- Here Jesus gives the office of the keys (the authority to bind and loose, to forgive sins) to the Church (comprised of all believers).

Mt. 28:19-20 -- Jesus commands all the Church to preach and to baptize.

1 Pet. 4:10 -- Each should faithfully administer God's grace through their spiritual gifts.

1 Pet. 2:9 -- We are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.  Every Christian is part of that royal priesthood.

2.
Priesthood of All Believers -- All believers constitute a universal spiritual priesthood, into whose charge Christ has given all rights and powers of his kingdom.

Office of the Keys -- A peculiar, special, unique, spiritual power given by Christ to the church in which a minister or other Christian forgives the sins of others.  It is not a better or more powerful forgiveness, but a special application which conveys reassurance.

Apostolic Succession -- The teaching that the ministry of the church has come down from the apostles in an unbroken succession of bishops.  The orthodox and Roman Catholic churches (among others) require it to make a valid ministration of the sacraments.

3.
The key issue to keep in mind here is the external circumstances the believer is in.  If they are in a situation where the Church's normal public ministry is available, there are few situations where (other than preaching the Word of Christ in forgiveness) such actions would be appropriate, for the sake of good order.  However, if the believer is isolated, the normal ministry of the church is not available, or in an emergency, any or all of the Christians available can and should minister to each other, or select one from among them to minister to them.  One example of this that happens more frequently than others is the emergency baptism of dying newborns by medical personnel, family, or friends.

Public Ministry

1.
Tit. 1:5 -- Timothy was to appoint elders in every town, according to Paul's directions.

2 Tim. 2:2 -- Entrust the Gospel to reliable men qualified to teach others.

Heb. 13:17 -- Obey your leaders, submit to them.  They are accountable for you to God.

2.
Divine:  The Lord's Supper, Baptism

Human:  Ordination, Confirmation

3.
These ideas relate in that the call issued by a congregation is a divine one.  The believers in a congregation vest their authority in the pastor for the purposes of public ministry.  That is why a call must be issued from a congregation or other group, and people cannot just proclaim themselves pastors.

However, the circumstances under which a pastor may be "uncalled" are still the subject of much debate.

Symbols

1/2.
(This lesson has no Scripture verses to look up because it is explaining our understanding of the confessional documents and not demonstrating principles from Scripture.)


The other books are (in order)

The Augsburg Confession - Melanchthon

The Apology to the Augsburg Confession - Melanchthon

The Smalcald Articles - Luther

Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope - Melanchthon primarily.

The Small Catechism - Luther

The Large Catechism - Luther

The Formula of Concord - This document was compiled and edited by a tremendous number of people as a unanimous statement throughout the Lutheran territories of what they believed, taught, and confessed.

3.
Our shared faith and doctrine is the basis of our unity.  We are one church body on that basis alone.  It also helps secure consistency across congregations.  See "The Church - 3" on church fellowship.

Church and State

1.
Jn. 18:36 -- His kingdom is not of this world.

2 Cor. 10:3-4 -- We do not fight as the world does -- weapons are not earthly weapons.

Rom. 13:4 -- Government is God's servant, to punish wrongdoers.

Emphasize here the distinction between the two governments.

2.
Issues could include abortion, homosexual rights, prayer in schools, etc.

The idea behind this is to examine the interface between the church and state, not the particular issues.  The basic idea is that we take our Christ-enlightened consciences into our lives with us, and that includes the voting booth.  However, we DO NOT preach politics in church, and we do not need to fight for a theocracy.  However, we cannot compartmentalize our Christian world view and sensibilities.

3.
Some Christian and non-Christian groups take the term worldly, not as it is generally meant in Scripture to mean sinful, but to mean secular.  Thus they take passages against worldliness to mean that we shouldn't be involved in secular things such as our not-necessarily -Christian government.  Luther would say that we are salt and light, and should be so in whatever we are called to do, whether that be governing or merely voting.  If, as he believed, government is a divine ordinance (see Rom. 13), then we should participate in it appropriately.

Sunday

1.
Heb. 10:25 -- Scripture makes it clear that we should be assembling together for Word and Sacrament.

1 Cor. 14:40 -- Everything should be done in good order.

Ps. 107:31-32 -- We should praise him in the midst of his people.

2.
Christian liberty and responsibility to our neighbor are two things that are always in tension in our lives.  While we are to jealously guard our liberty in Christ, we are also to consider our neighbors and avoid putting stumbling blocks in their way.  Our worship practices should reflect this tension.  We are not to allow others' legalism or other doctrinal errors to take our liberty away, but we are to strive not to offend where offense is not necessary.  Prompt students for examples of such difficulties from their own experiences.

3.
Saturday worship is an attempt to follow the Mosaic tradition by keeping the Sabbath.  Sunday worship is often chosen according to cultural customs, and in honor of the resurrection.  Whatever resolution the students prefer, the only thing that is wrong is if they insist that their resolution of this matter should be binding on everyone.

Millennium

1.
Lu. 17:20-37 -- This passage describes the end of the age but does not talk about a Millennium.

Acts 1:7 -- We don't know the day or the season.

2.
Premillennialism -- The belief that Christ will physically return to the earth for a thousand-year reign of world-wide righteousness and the mass conversion of the Israelis before the end of the world.

Amillennialism -- The belief that there will be no physical thousand-year reign, but that we are currently in the reign of Christ over his church.

Postmillennialism -- Christ is already reigning in heaven, and through the church, bringing about perfection on earth.  When this process is completed, Christ will physically return.  

3.
The LCMS teaches amillennialism -- that there will be NO thousand-year reign, but that we are currently in the "Millennium reign," when Christ is ruling over his church before the second coming.

