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The Confutatio Pontifica: To Article XV. 

     In the fifteenth article their confession that such ecclesiastical rites are to be observed as may be observed without sin, and are profitable for tranquility and good order in the Church, is accepted, and they must be admonished that the princes and cities see to it that the ecclesiastical rites of the Church universal be observed in their dominions and districts, as well as those which have been kept devoutly and religiously in every province even to us, and if any of these have been intermitted that they restore them, and arrange, determine and effectually enjoin upon their subjects that all things be done in their churches according to the ancient form. Nevertheless, the appendix to this article must be entirely removed, since it is false that human ordinances instituted to propitiate God and make satisfactions for sins are opposed to the Gospel, as will be more amply declared hereafter concerning vows, the choice of food and the like. (emphasis added)

· Allbeck (p.99): “The public worship of the church requires not only a ministry but also common usages. In the course of history rites and ceremonies are continued which have proven their worth or which have been enforced in the church. To discard any of them may have the appearance of radicalism.”

· Zwingli said: “Nothing is to be received except what is expressly taught in Holy Scripture.”

· It was attributed to Melanchton: “Church ceremonies always obscure liberty and the force of the Gospel; hence it is profitable to disregard them.”

· To Luther, Zwingli, and others it was attributed: “We are therefore under no obligation to celebrate the festivals of the saints, to fast in Lent and on other days, to abstain from flesh on six festival days, or to obey other human precepts.”

· Again, the Lutherans were falsely being “lumped” together with the radical reformers.

· AC XV deals with those usages, rites, ceremonies that have arisen throughout the history of the Church, not divinely instituted rites.

· Ultimately, the issue is good order in the worship of the Church just as AC XIV was about good order in the Holy Ministry (Allbeck).

· Positive principle in AC XV: “Under conditions which safeguard the gospel, customary rites and usages should be (“ought to be”) observed” (Allbeck).

· AC Conclusion: “Only those things have been recounted which it seemed necessary to say in order that it may be understood that nothing has been received among us, in doctrine or in ceremonies, that is contrary to Scripture or to the church catholic.”
· AC XXII Prologue: “From the above it is manifest that nothing is taught in our churches concerning articles of faith that is contrary to the Holy Scriptures or what is common to the Christian church. However, inasmuch as some abuses have been corrected (some of the abuses having crept in over the years and others of them having been introduced with violence), we are obliged by our circumstances to give an account of them and to indicate our reasons for permitting changes in these cases in order that Your Imperial Majesty may perceive that we have not acted in an unchristian and frivolous manner but have been compelled by God's command (which is rightly to be regarded as above all custom) to allow such changes.”

· Otherwise disorder results when one disregards the experience of the Church and her traditions and ceremonies

· Witness the great diversity of practice in LCC! 

· What does this mean for catechesis in our day?

· “Primitivism”: would strip the Church of everything not found in the New Testament and would keep the Church in a perpetual state of infancy (Allbeck).

· Ever heard: Where does it say in the Bible we have to do that? Where in the Bible, etc? (Nowhere in the Bible does it tell us to have bowel movements either!)
· “And though Lutherans share this foundation in the Word with Protestants, we reject any restorationist nonsense to 'get back to the primitive church'. Even though it is the profound hope of the Church and the promise of God to be the holy bride of Christ, there has been no time that the church was without spot or wrinkle (Eph. 5: 27) which might serve as a model which we could reproduce. Even The Twelve counted Judas a member!”

· Lutherans gladly accept the historic and customary practices and recognize its value

· AP AC XV: “We gladly keep the old traditions set up in the church because they are useful and promote tranquillity, and we interpret them in an evangelical way, excluding the opinion which holds that they justify. Our enemies falsely accuse us of abolishing good ordinances and church discipline. We can truthfully claim that in our churches the public liturgy is more decent than in theirs, and if you look at it correctly we are more faithful to the canons than our opponents are.”
· A “conservative” reformation

· That which obscures the Gospel must be discarded (i.e. prayer to saints and Mary; Sacrifice of the Mass); that which does not should be retained for the building of faith and unity

· “…uniformity in church ordinances would be of the devil the moment they were designated as being necessary for salvation.” (Schlink, 206).

· Article VI.4 (Conditions of Membership) from LCC Constitution: “Exclusive use of doctrinally pure agenda, hymn books, and catechisms in church and school.”

· “Hence ceremonies are to be given the same place in the life of a Christian as models and plans have among builders and artisans. They are prepared, not as a permanent structure, but because without them nothing could be built or made. When the structure is complete the models and plans are laid aside. You see, they are not despised, rather they are greatly sought after; but what we despise is the false estimate of them since no one holds them to be the real and permanent structure.”

· Negative principle: Rites and ceremonies are not a condition of salvation; not to be required or demanded, not meritorious, and not mandatory

· “For yourself be content with your Christ alone and his little flock, for of him you know for certain that he did not sacrifice bread and wine in his last supper. He will not condemn you because these men have condemned you; he will crown you because you have followed him and not these men. You have the word and work of Christ, hold it out before all the devils. What do they have? Pearl mitres, red hats, tonsured heads, golden rings with big, broad seals; with these they confirm all their acts and on these the Christian faith now depends. If they lost all this, they would have as much of a bishop’s character as the miller’s donkey.”

· AC VII – “For it is sufficient for the true unity of the Christian church that the Gospel be preached in conformity with a pure understanding of it and that the sacraments be administered in accordance with the divine Word. It is not necessary for the true unity of the Christian church that ceremonies, instituted by men, should be observed uniformly in all places.”

· “The unity of the church does not exist without the unity of creed” (Schlink, 206)
· Here comes the “A” word…..adiaphora

· For discussion: Leitourgia Divina adiaphora non est. (The Divine Service (liturgy) is not adiaphora)

· Sometimes adiaphora is not adiaphora

· FC Ep X: “We believe, teach, and confess that in time of persecution, when a clear-cut confession of faith is demanded of us, we dare not yield to the enemies in such indifferent things, as the apostle Paul writes, "For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery" (Gal. 5:1). "Do not be mismated with unbelievers, for what fellowship has light with darkness?" (2 Cor. 6:14). "To them we did not yield submission even for a moment, that the truth of the Gospel might be preserved for you" (Gal. 2:5). In such a case it is no longer a question of indifferent things, but a matter which has to do with the truth of the Gospel, Christian liberty, and the sanctioning of public idolatry, as well as preventing offense to the weak in faith. In all these things we have no concessions to make, but we should witness an unequivocal confession and suffer in consequence what God sends us and what he lets the enemies inflict on us.”

· Are we in a time of persecution? Is there a need for a clear-cut confession in the face of church growth, American evangelicalism?
· What guides us in things “neither commanded nor forbidden?”

· “Love is the empress over ceremonies, and ceremonies must yield to love, but not love to ceremonies.” – Thesis 66 of Luther’s 1535 polemic against the Council of Constance (WA 39:I:22-23) from Marquart’s The Church
· For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. (1 Co. 14:33)
· But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. (1 Co. 14:40)
· “As the church presses onward and upward towards the goal (Phil. 3:12-14), she does so as a pilgrim, intent on what lies ahead, not a tourist, absorbed in the here and now. Her solidarity is not with Adam’s fallen race and its “cultures,” on the old plane (1 Cor. 15:22ff.; II Cor. 5:16-17) but with the Second Adam and Head of the new humanity. This new humanity, the church, has her own unique identity and history, transcending this world’s “cultures,” which, rather, she re-shapes (Rom. 12:2). She must teach all nations (Mt. 28:19), not “mingle” with them and “adopt their customs” (Ps. 106:35)… Her practice is shaped and governed – in the absence of New Testament ceremonial law – not by biblicistic proof-texting, but by her orthodox, evangelical confession. Only as she is true to her own nature can the church be true to the mission of the Good Shepherd who has compassion on the multitudes (Mt. 9:36)” (Marquart, p. 218-219).
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� Here it is argued that “church” does not mean every local congregation, but a regional church (i.e. District, Synod?)
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