A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
November 24, 2004

The Order of Vespers

A HYMN OF INVOCATION   We Praise You O God   LW 494 
(blue hymnal)
P:  O Lord open Thou my lips.

C:  And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

P:  Make Haste, O God, to deliver me.

C:  Make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:

World without end. Amen. Hallelujah!

THE PSALMODY     

(see insert)

THE LESSONS


Old Testament

Deuteronomy 8: 1 – 10


Epistle


I Timothy 2: 1 – 4


Gospel


Luke 17: 11 – 19     
(please rise)

 THE RESPONSE
(following each lesson)
P:  But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C:  Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!

THE SERMON HYMN  Come You Thankful People Come   LW 495
 (blue hymnal)

THE SERMON     Luke 17: 11 – 19    Giving Thanks

THE OFFERING


THE OFFERING HYMN   We Give You But Your Own  LW 405 
 (blue hymnal)

THE PRAYERS

P:  Let my prayers be set before Thee as incense:

C:  And the lifting up of my as the evening sacrifice.

THE CANTICLE   The Magnificat  (page 43 in the Red Hymnal)
A LITANY PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Lord God, our Maker, You clothe the field with Your abundance and crown the year with Your bounty. Today we sing Your praise, giving thanks for all that You provide: clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, family and friends, work and play and opportunity for service and sacrifice. Help us always to recognize Your great goodness and to give You thanks.

C:  WE PRAISE YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS.


Heavenly Father, we give You thanks for the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and for life everlasting. Continue to gather and sanctify Your Church so that Your saints may be called to trust in Jesus Christ alone, strengthened in the true Christian faith, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, and encouraged toward joy in service to others.

C:  WE PRAISE YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS.

Lord Jesus, we give You thanks for being our Savior—for taking on our flesh and blood and teaching us the way of the Father, for suffering death on the cross for our sin, and for rising again and ascending to rule over all creation until You come again. Guide us into all truth, lead us along the narrow path, and keep us steadfast until You come in glory to take us home.

C:  WE PRAISE YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS.

Holy Spirit, we give You thanks for giving us faith and keeping us in that faith until the Last Day when all who believe in Jesus will enter the heavenly mansions prepared for them. Help us to be watchful and ready for His coming, steadfast and sanctified in the true faith, and truly prepared for the final judgment.

C:  WE PRAISE YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS.

Lord of the nations, rule and guide the nations of this world. Prevent all who plan evil and destruction. Restore those who are oppressed and mistreated. Bring justice and peace everywhere. Especially do we pray for these United States that You would make it a land of opportunity, with liberty and justice for all.

C:  WE PRAISE YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS.

Merciful Father, take into Your tender arms all who are sick and all who mourn (especially ____________). Give healing to them according to Your will, and comfort them both with Your presence and with Your promise of eternal life. Grant a special measure of strength to the members of our armed forces who have been wounded during service in Iraq and Afghanistan, and comfort the families of those who have been killed in combat. Bless as well the efforts of military chaplains that they may proclaim the comforting message of life and hope in Your Son Jesus Christ to all those in need.

C:  WE PRAISE YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS.
Gracious Lord, provide for those who lack the basic necessities of life—the starving, the homeless, the orphaned and the refugee. Help us to share our abundance, responding to all who seek our aid.

C:  WE PRAISE YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS.

Almighty God, for Your goodness we give You thanks, for Your mercy we praise You, and for Your caring ways we magnify Your holy name, asking for all that we need through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

C:  WE PRAISE YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS.

OUR FATHER……

THE SALUTATION
P:  The Lord be with you.

C:  And with thy spirit.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
C:  Amen.

P:  Bless we the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN     Lord To You Immortal Praise  LW 496

 (blue Hymnal)
Thanksgiving Proclamation
A Day of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer
The Year of 1798
"Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly implore His protection and favor-- and Whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint committee requested me to recommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially in a form of government for their safety and happiness.

"Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday...to be devoted by the people of these states to the service of that great and glorious Being Who is the beneficent Author of all that was, that is, or that will be--that we may then all unite in rendering Him our sincere and humble thanks...

"And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of nations, and beseech Him to pardon our national and other transgressions...to render our national Government a blessing to the people...to protect and guide all sovereigns and nations...and to bless them with good government, peace and concord. To promote the knowledge and practice of true knowledge and virtue, and the increase of science among them and us--and generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of prosperity as He alone knows to be best..."

--President George Washington, 1798
