A Series of Skits on the Third Commandment

Jim Butler

The third commandment can be difficult to teach. When most kids think of “worship” they think of Sunday morning and how bored they are sitting in church. In this series of skits I attempt to convey that worship means treating God like we would a friend: We spend time with him, we listen to him, we give to him from what he has given to us, and we tell others about him.

Topic: Third Commandment

Characters: 4 kids. I’ll use the names of the people who did this skit for me, but it really doesn’t make any difference.

Props: Date book, yo-yo,  chairs, popcorn, large drink

Skit 1—John and Dane Set a Date to Hang Out. 

John is sitting in a chair and Dane comes up to him.
John: Hi Dane!

Dane: Hi John! How’s it going?

John: Really good! What’s up?

Dane: I wondered if you would like to go out sometime?

John: Sounds really good. (Grabs date book.) I’m kinda busy—sports and all—but I’m sure I can squeeze you in.

Dane: Good. How about this Friday?

John: (Looks in book) Nope, I have a soccer game.

Dane: Oh. How about Saturday?

John: When?

Dane: Afternoon.

John: Nope. Baseball game.

Dane: How about that night?

John: Soccer practice.

Dane: Sunday?

John: Baseball practice, soccer game.

Dane: Monday? Tuesday? Wednesday?

John: Game. Practice. Game. And before you ask: Game, practice, game, game, practice and then hockey camp.

Dane: OK. How about Saturday, November 10, 2008?

John: (Looking in book) Sorry. I’m in the Olympics then.

Dane: (Disappointed) John, I thought you were my friend.

John: Well, I am Dane.

Dane: Then why won’t you spend any time with me?

(Characters hold position. Pause for a moment. Exit.)

Skit 2—Please Listen to Me
Bryan is standing in front of the audience. Kelly comes up to him.

Kelly:  Hi Bryan!

Bryan: Hi Kel! How are things going?

Kelly: Not too good. Ever since we moved here, I’ve been feeling kind of lonely.

Bryan: Do you want to talk about it?

Kelly: Yeah, sure. Well, it all goes back to before we moved. You know, I was pretty worried about coming here in the first place. I mean, I didn’t know anybody or anything. (At first Bryan is listening to Kelly. As she speaks, he drifts off and begins looking other places.) Bryan, are you listening to me?

Bryan: Huh? What? Oh, yeah. Sure. You moved here.

Kelly: Right. And I’m just not all that comfortable. Do you know what its like to be the new kid in town? Everyone just kind of stares at you. (Bryan is staring off again.) (Kelly is irritated). Bryan!

Bryan: Yeah? Oh, Kelly. You’re still here?

Kelly: What do you mean “Are you still here?” You’re supposed to be listening to me!

Bryan: And I am listening to you. You said. . .well, whatever it was that you said. Anyway, go on.

Kelly: What I was saying was that I feel very uncomfortable being someplace where I don’t know anyone. (Bryan takes a yo-yo out of his pocket and starts playing with it.) Bryan! Are you listening?

Bryan: Huh? Well,  I guess.

Kelly: Bryan, I thought you were my friend.

Bryan: Well, I am your friend, Kel.

Kelly: Then why won’t you listen to me?

(Characters hold position. Pause for a moment. Exit.)

Skit 3—John and Dane at the Movies

John and Dane sit in chairs. John has a large bag of popcorn and a large Coke in front of him.

Dane: Well, here we are.

John: Yep. We were finally able to get together.

Dane: Yeah. Lucky thing you’re game was rained out today.

John: Sure was! I’ve been looking forward to seeing this movie for a while. By the way, thanks for paying my way.

Dane: Only too happy to pay the way for my best friend. 

John: Well, I know it was a lot of early mornings on your paper route and I want you to know that I appreciate it. Oh, and before I forget, thanks for the popcorn and soda too. I know this drained your allowance.

Dane: You’re my guest. I should treat you right.

John: Well, thanks very much! (Eats a handful of popcorn. Dane watches him.)

Dane: Hey John.

John: Yeah?

Dane: Can I have some of the popcorn?

John: No.

Dane: “No”? What do you mean, “No”?

John: Just what I said. No, you can’t have any.

Dane: Why not?

John: There’s not enough for the both of us.

Dane: What do you mean? That’s an extra-large popcorn!

John: And I’m extra hungry. But thanks!

Dane: Can I have some of the soda?

John: What? And get all your germs on it? No way!

Dane: But I bought all of it! I gave it all to you!

John: And I appreciate it all, too! I already thanked you. Why should I share it with you?

Dane: I thought you were my friend!

John: I am!

Dane: Then why won’t you share what I gave you?

(Hold. Pause. Exit.)

Skit 4: The First Day of School

Dane and John stand on one side. Kelly and Bryan enter.

Kelly: Are you sure this is going to be OK? I’m a little nervous.

Bryan: Don’t worry. I’ll introduce you around. You’ll fit right in. (They go by John and Dane.) Hey guys, what’s up?

John: Hey Bryan! You look good!

Bryan: I am good. What’s been going on?

John: Dane took me to a movie over the weekend.

Bryan: Really sounds like fun.

Dane: (Sarcastic) Yeah, it was a great time. Especially the popcorn.

John: Well, we went to see Star Wars XXV—It was great!

Bryan: Really?

Dane: yeah! Everyone who was in all the other movies was in it.

John: And they all die.

(During this conversation, Kelly tries to get a word in edgewise, but everyone ignores her. She taps Bryan on the shoulder.)

Kelly: Bryan. I thought you were going to introduce me to your friends.

Bryan: I am, just wait. Things like this take time. I’m looking for the right moment to bring you up.

Kelly: Oh, OK. (Bryan turns back to other boys.)
Bryan: Wow. This sounds great.

Dane: Oh it was. And its in 3-D even!

Bryan: 3-D?!

John: Its like you are right inside the ship! When they shot the great grandson of Darth Vader, I ducked.

Bryan: Oh, this is sounding better and better! (Kelly taps him on the shoulder again. He turns to her.) What is it?

Kelly: I thought you were supposed to be talking about me. I’m standing over here bored. I feel like no one sees me.

Bryan: Hey, I told you to be patient. I’ll bring you up at the right moment.

Kelly: I thought you were my friend!

Bryan: I am your friend, Kel.

Kelly: Then why won’t you tell anyone who I am?

(All hold. Pause. Exit.)
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