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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does it mean to forgive? Has anyone ever made you sad? Did you forgive them?

Message: Jesus wants us to forgive others, because He forgave us. He doesn’t like our sin, but because He died on the cross, God forgives all our sin.

To Forgive, Divine

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Genesis 50:16-21) So they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their message came to him, Joseph wept. His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they said. But Joseph said to them, "Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever been hurt?

B. Have your ever been really hurt?

1. If you’ve been through a divorce, you probably know that kind of hurt.

2. If you’ve lost a spouse, you know that kind of hurt.

3. If you’ve lost a child, you know that kind of hurt.

4. If a best friend or someone else you’ve trusted or admired has betrayed you, you may know that kind of hurt.

II. And they sent a message to Joseph, saying, "Your father commanded before he died, saying,

A. Joseph’s brothers had given him a world of hurt

1. They betrayed him and almost killed him

2. They sold him into slavery

3. And now, he was in power, and they were at his mercy

B. So they appealed to him on behalf of their father

1. We don’t know whether they were lying at this point or not

2. And Joseph had no reason to believe them

3. It would be absolutely just for Joseph to condemn them all to death

4. They deserved no better

C. Wouldn’t you love to be in Joseph’s shoes?

1. Think of the people who have hurt you

2. Think of the people who have betrayed you

3. Who has caused you a world of hurt?

D. Jesus was in that position

1. He was betrayed by Judas, his close friend

2. He is betrayed by you, his own child, every time you sin

3. He went through a world of hurt beyond your imagination on the cross because of your sin

III. "'So will you say to Joseph, "please forgive, I beg you, the trespass of your brothers and their sin, for they did evil to you."' And now, please forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father." And Joseph wept when they spoke to him.

A. Joseph’s brothers were terrified

1. They felt horrible about their sin

2. They knew they deserved nothing good

3. All they could do was beg for forgiveness

B. And so we find ourselves in the same place

1. God has given us all good things

2. Everything He does, He does for our benefit

3. And we thank him like spoiled children—rarely

4. We’d rather ignore his mercy and go our own way

5. So how do we stand before God?

a) Certainly not on our own merits

b) We’ve done nothing to deserve His love and forgiveness

c) We have nothing to hope for but His mercy

C. Joseph wept when they spoke to him

1. He had forgiven them already

2. And it pained him to see his brothers, whom he loved unconditionally, suffering anguish

D. Jesus wept for us

1. In the same way, God doesn’t want you to be plagued with guilt

2. If you have hurt someone, go and be reconciled to them,

3. But don’t let guilt tear you down

4. Guilt is the devil’s tool to get you to doubt God’s mercy and forgiveness

5. But Jesus’ blood has washed away your sin and separated it from you as far as the East is from the West

6. All you need to know about your sin is that, even though it is vast, it is 100% forgiven

IV. And his brothers went and bowed their faces down before his face and said, "Behold, we are servants to you."

A. Before Joseph could tell his brothers how much he loved them, they tried to bribe him

1. He had already forgiven them

2. But they couldn’t believe that, so they hoped they could earn his forgiveness through acts of service

3. Fitting, really, since they sold him into slavery

B. And we, again, find ourselves in these brothers’ place

1. It’s so tempting to think we have to do something to earn God’s forgiveness

2. So many people believe that, even though Jesus has forgiven them, they still have to do something to appease Him

3. But you don’t have to do anything any more than Joseph’s brothers did for him

4. Joseph didn’t need any more servants

5. And God doesn’t need your service, either—He is complete in Himself

6. Your neighbor may benefit from your works, but not God—you have nothing that God needs

V. And Joseph said to them, "Don't fear, for [am] I in the place of God?

A. God forgives all sin

1. If you harbor any bitterness at someone who has hurt you, ask yourself,

2. “Has God forgiven that person?”

3. If so, who are you to hold onto a sin that God has forgiven?

4. Whether it’s your own sin, that you’ve chained to yourself with guilt,

5. Or whether it’s the sin of someone else who has hurt you,

6. God has forgiven and joined us to Himself,

7. And what God has joined together, let no man separate!

VI. "And you thought evil at me, but God meant it for good, to bring about as this day, to save many people alive.

A. This is how God works

B. Ironically, Joseph was, in a way, in the place of God

1. He suffered horribly

2. But God blessed him through his suffering

3. And through his suffering, both Egypt and Israel were saved from famine

4. And Joseph and his brothers were reconciled

C. Our God is an amazing and impossibly insightful God

1. He is able to use horrible suffering and turn it to amazing good

2. He took the worst suffering, the worst injustice, and turned it into the greatest good in history

D. Because Joseph was indeed in the place of God

1. Specifically, God the Son

2. Just as Joseph had been betrayed by those he loved and suffered to save many people,

3. Jesus was betrayed by those He loved and suffered to save all people

4. God used both of their suffering, even though it was undeserved, to bring tremendous good

5. And He will do the same for any unjust suffering that you might endure—and the good will be greater than the suffering

VII. "And therefore, don't fear; I will supply you and your young'ns." And he comforted them and spoke to their hearts.

A. The brothers’ sin had been forgiven, and Joseph spoke words of comfort to them

1. He told them not to fear

2. He care for them and their children

3. All is well

B. And Jesus did the same

1. He appeared to the disciples on the night of the resurrection

2. The first thing He said to them is, “Peace be with you.”

3. He had no reprimand for their deserting and denying Him.

4. He simply pointed out his nail-scarred hands and showed them the source of their peace—His suffering

5. He has those same scars today

6. And He gives you the same body & blood that was given and shed for you on the cross in His Supper

7. All for the forgiveness of your sins that you may live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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