
Are We Individuals or All One?

Over the past few years, the subject of money and funding for ministry keeps coming back. 
People are worried about how we as a congregation will make ends meet. Our district and 
synod are having special offerings to support their mission projects. The seminaries and other 
missions of the church are suffering, cutting corners, and recalling missionaries because of lack 
of funding. We face the reality that ministry costs money.

What is the answer?

Many of our missions began suffering when mission giving went from giving via the offering 
plate (a portion of which was then given to the district, district to synod and various district 
missions, and finally synod to the various synod-supported missions). When money is given to 
specific ministries, the giver decides which mission benefits. When it is given to the general 
fund, it is distributed where needed the most.

We also see this on a congregational level. Because of lack of funding, bills sometimes need to 
be paid late (sometimes incurring late fees), and other planned ministries are put on hold 
because of lack of funding, yet when a special project comes up that many are in favor of, that 
project gets the money.

Does this mean you shouldn’t give to your favorite mission projects? No. Use the gifts God has 
given to you as He leads you to give, but as you consider your blessings, remember to look at 
the big picture, that, no matter which ministry you support, God is using you for His kingdom. 
Don’t give to a project—give to the kingdom, that more may know the love of Christ through 
you, whether unbelievers who are hearing the message for the first time or long-time saints 
who need the constant support to continue with their own ministries.

But this individualized giving is not the problem as it is a symptom. Our society has given 
great emphasis to the individual, turning each person into an island, yet none of the great 
heroes of the past became heroes by themselves. Noah had his wife and family to help him 
build the ark. St. Paul’s helpers are listed in his thanks at the end of his epistles. We are the 
body of Christ, and we need to support each other. If one part suffers, we all suffer.

So we celebrate this union God has given us. As He has knit us together to be one, which we 
celebrate in the Lord’s Supper, we “join hands” as He calls us, supporting His kingdom as each 
of us is called to do, through firstfruits giving on a regular basis, through providing the works 
of our hands (food for the meals and fellowship events we have here, crafts for the bazaar, or 
the various upkeep needs for the property), and through listening ears and helping hands for 
those both on the membership roster and for those God has placed in our lives for us to share 
His blessings and love.

To borrow an expression, “Ask not what you can do for God; rather, ask what God can do 
through you.” And however, in the freedom of the Gospel, you choose to use the gifts God has 
given you, remember that we give not out of compulsion or fear, but because God gave first: 
His only-begotten Son on the cross to give His life as a ransom for us all. Thanks be to God for 
His indescribable gift.


