Guilty?
or
"If you were accused of being a Christian,
would there be enough evidence to prove it?"

Last month, a man in Afghanistan faced the death sentence for becoming a Christian. Every day, many more face the same for the same reason in other countries like China and Iran. We just happen to know of this man because Afghanistan has recently become an ally to our nation, and we have more knowledge of the activities of their government. But what if you lived in one of those countries? Would you be willing to put your life on the line?

The sad reality is that, as sinners, we can answer with a resounding "No" to this question because we do so on a regular basis. When we have the opportunity to share the Gospel with a friend, we send a loud and clear message that reputation or friendship holds more value to us than Jesus Christ. When we opt out of the Divine Service or Bible class, we confess to the world that we'll take a soft pillow or brunch over the Gospel when given the choice. Where is catechesis (Reviewing the basics of the Christian faith) on your list of priorities, both to yourself and the children in your life? Now how does that list of brunch, a soft pillow, a good reputation, or whatever keeps you from catechizing your children more often, compare with your life? Suddenly, we find Jesus very low on the list of what we're willing to die for, or at least those we're willing to live for.

As you look at your sin, look a little further, and you'll find a beaten, bloody corpse, hanging on a tree, because Jesus became your sin and was nailed to that tree for you. Your iniquity (guilt) has been removed from you in a single day a long time ago.

And while there is no forgiveness without Good Friday, there is no Good Friday without Easter Sunday. In Christ, we celebrate the resurrection, the new day of hope and new life. God sealed us in that new life in our Baptism with the promise of forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life.

You were God's top priority, and no matter what, you always will be. That's why He sent Jesus to die, sends Jesus through His Word and Sacraments, and will send Jesus on the final day of resurrection.
