
Advent 2002: Come, He has Come
1: Come to the River
2: Come to the Virgin
3: Come to the Manger
Christmas Eve: Come to Us
Christmas Day: Come for You

Week 3:

(Psalms 50:1-6, NIV)
P: The Mighty One, God, the LORD, speaks and summons the earth

from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.
C: From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.

Order of Service: Vespers, LW p. 224 P: Our God comes and will not be silent; a fire devours before him,
and around him a tempest rages.

Psalm of the week: C: He summons the heavens above, and the earth, that he may
judge his people:

Week 1: P: “Gather to me my consecrated ones, who made a covenant with
me by sacrifice.”

(Psalms 25:1-7, NIV) C: And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for God himself
is judge.P: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;

Canticle: Magnificat (p. 228)C: in you I trust, O my God. Do not let me be put to shame, nor
let my enemies triumph over me.

Collect of the Day (p. 231) Use Collect from the Sunday preceedingP: No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame, but they
will be put to shame who are treacherous without excuse.

14: Prayer for Peace: p. 234C: Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths;
P: guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour,

and my hope is in you all day long. HYMNSC: Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are
from of old. Week 1: 41, 14, 36P: Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;
according to your love remember me, for you are good, O
LORD. Week 2: 60, 67, 68

Week 3: 49, 50, 51Week 2:

Christmas Eve: Divine Service 2 w/ Communion
Hymns: 53, 61, 37/38, 68(Psalms 105:1-7, NIV)

P: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among
the nations what he has done. Christmas Day: Matins

Hymns: 55, 50, 47C: Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts.
P: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD

rejoice. Readings:C: Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.
P: Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the

judgments he pronounced,
C: O descendants of Abraham his servant, O sons of Jacob, his

chosen ones.
P: He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.



Week 1:
Gospel Lesson: (John 1:14-36) The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John
testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom
I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was
before me.’” From the fulness of his grace we have all received one
blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No-one has ever seen God, but
God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him
known. Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem
sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to
confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.” They asked him,
“Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you
the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” Finally they said, “Who are you?
Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you
say about yourself?” John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet,
“I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way
for the Lord.’” Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned
him, “Why then do you baptise if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah,
nor the Prophet?” “I baptise with water,” John replied, “but among
you stands one you do not know. He is the one who comes after me,
the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” This all
happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was
baptising. The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him and
said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him,
but the reason I came baptising with water was that he might be
revealed to Israel.” Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit
come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not
have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptise with
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and
remain is he who will baptise with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I
testify that this is the Son of God.” The next day John was there
again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he
said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

First Lesson: (Exodus 14:21-31)
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the
LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into
dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through
the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their
left. The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and
chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. During the last
watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and
cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. He made the
wheels of their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving.
And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The
LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the LORD said to
Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may
flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.”
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea
went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing towards it, and the
LORD swept them into the sea. The water flowed back and covered
the chariots and horsemen--the entire army of Pharaoh that had
followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. But the
Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on
their right and on their left. That day the LORD saved Israel from the
hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on
the shore. And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD
displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put
their trust in him and in Moses his servant.



Week 2: Week 3:

First Lesson: (Isaiah 7:10-16)
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your God for a
sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” But
Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.” Then
Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try
the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also?
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be
with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the
wrong and choose the right. But before the boy knows enough to
reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you
dread will be laid waste.

First Lesson: (Isaiah 1:2-9) Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For the
LORD has spoken: “I reared children and brought them up, but they
have rebelled against me. The ox knows his master, the donkey his
owner’s manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not
understand.” Ah, sinful nation, a people loaded with guilt, a brood of
evildoers, children given to corruption! They have forsaken the
LORD; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their
backs on him. Why should you be beaten any more? Why do you
persist in rebellion? Your whole head is injured, your whole heart
afflicted. From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is
no soundness--only wounds and bruises and open sores, not cleansed
or bandaged or soothed with oil. Your country is desolate, your cities
burned with fire; your fields are being stripped by foreigners right
before you, laid waste as when overthrown by strangers. The
Daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, like a hut in a
field of melons, like a city under siege. Unless the LORD Almighty
had left us some survivors, we would have become like Sodom, we
would have been like Gomorrah.

Gospel Lesson: (Luke 1:26-38) In the sixth month, God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to
be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings,
you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” Mary was
greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you
have found favour with God. You will be with child and give birth to
a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this be,”
Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called
the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child
in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth
month. For nothing is impossible with God.” “I am the Lord’s
servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then
the angel left her.

Gospel Lesson: (Luke 2:8-20)
And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly
host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour
rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying
in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.


